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Fujimi Shobo 25th Anniversary 


“For Fujimi Shobo’s 25th anniversary, let us come up with the 25th Spirit!” 

Everyone gathers together. 

Suddenly, Kotori said this. 

“...No, suddenly saying this, what is this 25th anniversary thing you’re talking about?” 


Shido wiped his sweat as he asked. Kotori covered half of her mouth with her hand, as if she had 
leaked something. 


“Don’t mind these minor details. It’s not the main story so don’t act dumb” 
“T’m not acting dumb though” 
“To make this short, this is a decision made by the higher ups, we cannot reject” 


“Haa, but the 25th Spirit, I thought there was only 7 more Spirits who haven’t made their 
appearance” 


“Exactly, so let’s discuss! Come on, come on! Express your opinions!” 

After shen said this, everyone from surrounding tables started discussing noisily. 
Very soon, Tohka raised her hand. 

“Tf it’s the 25th anniversary, then the age should be 25 years old right?” 

“Nn, not bad, an onee-chan Spirit” 

Kotori said this as she wrote the setup on the whiteboard. 

The next one who raised her hand, is Yoshino who is sitting next to Tohka. 
“Then, 25 Angels?” 

“Nn, that seems to be too overboard. It’s one Angel per Spirit” 

“Then, the Angel has 25 abilities?” 

The puppet on Yoshino’s left hand, Yoshinon spoke, Kotori nodded her head. 


“That seems to be ok. Kurumi has 12 different kinds of bullets, this fits the criteria” 


Kotori wrote as she spoke. 

Then, Origami raised her hand. 

“Three sizes are 25, 25, 25” 

“That... No matter how you say it, it’s impossible, according to the structure of the skeleton” 
Kotori said. Origami shook her head. 

“The units are not centimeters, but inches” 


“Ts that so, one inch is approximately 3 centimeters... then it’ ll be 75 centimeter? But her three 
sizes wouldn’t be able to be qualified as a heroine’s right? She’ll look like a drum” 


“The importance is 25” 

“Can’t disagree with that, then that’ Il be it” 

“Ts that really okay!!!” 

Shido stated, but no one paid him any attention. Origami continued to talk. 

“Of course. The weight would also be 25, the units as kan” 

“Then, one kan is approximately 3.75 kg... Then that’ll be 93.75 kg? Super heavy!” 
Then, the list continued to add on. 

Approximately 25 minutes later, unimaginable setups were written on the whiteboard. 
—Except for one. 

“...Nn, only the name is left huh, does anyone have one? A name with the number ’25’ ” 
As Kotori finished talking, Yoshino raised her hand as if she thought of something. 
“Then... how about this, ‘NICO’-san?” 

“The mantra would be NICONICO—* 

“Stop, I sense a dangerous aura” 


Kotori stopped Yoshino who was holding her head with both hands. Why? Because it seems 
there’s a moe feeling. 


Then Tohka *pak* clapped her hands. 


“Ts that so? Then we won’t use NICO, how about other pronunciations?” 
“Other pronunciations?” 

“FU TO KO” 

“That seems fine” 

“For real!?” 


Shido expressed his comment towards Kotori with a serious face: is it really ok for a heroine to 
have such a name? Kotori ignored Shido and wrote the setup on the board. 


“Nn...Perfect, this will be Fujimi Shobo’s 25th anniversary Spirit!” 
Name— Futoko 

Age— 25 years old 

Height— 25 Feet (7.5 Meters) 

Weight— 25 kan (93.75 kg) 

BWH— 25 in. 25 in. 25 in. (75 cm 75cm 75 cm) 

Voice— 25 kilohertz (Ultrasound) 

Angel— 25 abilities 

Charm— 25 scars on the chest 


“Come. Shido, have a date with her and make her fall in love!” 


Shido said unhesitatingly. 
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Date A Akihabara 


—Tohka 

“Oohh...” 

On a certain afternoon. 

Sweat formed on Shido’s brow as he covered his mouth, slowly walking down the path. 


Both sides of the path were filled with shops selling electronic appliances, manga, game centers 
and the like, on the exterior of the buildings, banners and signs with cute girls were displayed on 
it. It was a sight that is rarely seen on other streets. 


Akihabara. Without a doubt, it is the sacred land for otakus. 


But Shido specifically took the train to this very street, yet did not enter any shops, only 
patronising the curry and ramen shops, and even the old shops that had a history selling soba and 
sukiyaki. 


The reason for that was extremely simple. 
“Nuu? What’s the matter, Shido, you look like you’re suffering” 
Saying that, Tohka, who had been walking in front of Shido, looked back. 


She was a girl with hair as dark as night and crystal clear eyes that makes it hard to believe that 
she was born with it. But her energetic behaviour and happy smile, made the mysterious 
atmosphere around her become a more kind and amiable one. 


That’s right. Since morning, Shido had been accompanying this gourmet to various shops as she 
pleased. 


“...No matter how delicious this is, I really am at my limit.” 

“Uwuu...Is that so. Then we should stop soon.—But, there’s a place that I want to go. Can we?” 
“Ahhbh...But, I only want water to drink.” 

“Enn!” 

Tohka energetically nodded, and led Shido into a certain shop. And so— 
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“Welcome back! Ojou-sama, Goshujin-sama 


“Oooh!” 


Being greeted by a girl in a maid costume so courteously the instant they stepped into the shop, 
Shido couldn’t help but gasp. 


After being brought to a seat by the maid, he waited for Tohka to make her order before voicing 
out. 


“Heh... They sure are quite particular about this. But, how shocking. I never thought Tohka 
would come to a maid cafe.” 


“Nwu.Their moe-moe omelette rice seems to be the best around here.” 
“...Ahhh, sorry about that, so it wasn’t a coincidence after all.” 
Shido laughed bitterly after saying so, after a while, the maid arrived with the omelette rice. 


“Please enjoy the special moe-moe omelette rice! You can write your favourite word, what do 
you wish to write?” 


“Nu...? I don’t know. Can I leave it to you?” 
“Please leave it to me!” 


After saying so, she opened the cap of the bottle of tomato sauce, skillfully wrote the word 
[moe], using a heart to act as the word’s border. 


“Oooh!? What is this! I want to try!” 

After Tohka said so, the maid seemed troubled as she bitterly smiled. 

“Although I don’t mind, it’s already been written...” 

“Uul” 

While Maid-san was still speaking, Tohka took her spoon and ate the omelette rice in one bite. 
“Mogu mogu...Nuu! This is delicious! Very delicious!” 

She handed the maid the empty plate after she finished eating, licking her lips. 


The maid was stunned for a while, then bowed to imply “I understand”, before returning to the 
kitchen. 


After a few minutes, she came back once more. 


“Sorry to keep you waiting!” 
“Oooh! It’s here!” 


Tohka’s eyes shone brightly as she shouted. The maid put the plate on the table, and this time she 
gave the tomato sauce to Tohka. 


“The secret is to finish writing it in one go. Please try your best, Ojou-sama!”’ 
“Un!” 

After Tohka nodded, she started to draw red lines on top of the omelette rice. 
However, tomato sauce was squeezed out of the plate midway through. 
“Uuuuh...” 

After Tohka frowned, she picked up her spoon, and ate the omelette rice. 
“Another!” 

“I, I understand!” 

The maid was in awe as she kept the plate. 

“Oi, oi, Tohka.” 

“It’s alright, Shido. Next time, it will definitely succeed!” 

“N, no, I’m not referring to that...” 

As Shido said that, the next omelette rice arrived. 

“—] succeeded!” 


When Tohka cheered loudly in jubilation, it was after eating ten plates of moe-moe omelette rice. 
Cold sweat formed on Maid-san’s shocked face. A crowd had started to gather unknowingly as 
well. 


However Tohka ignored the gazes that people were giving her, looking satisfyingly at the 
omelette rice that had [Tohka] written on it. 

“How is it, look at it Shido! I’ve written it very nicely!” 
“Y, yeah...you’re right.” 


As Shido smiled bitterly after he said so, Tohka gave the plate of omelette rice a 180 degree turn, 


making it face towards Shido. 

“Ahh, it’s okay. I can see it properly from here.” 

After Shido said that, Tohka shook her head. 

“That’s not it. — That is, I hope that Shido would eat this. I wrote it...because of that.” 
“Ehh...? A, aah, I’m sorry. Even though you did such a good...” 


However, Shido stopped speaking halfway. After seeing Tohka’s eyes filled with anticipation, he 
couldn’t say anything. 


“...Itadakimasu.” 

“Nn! Please enjoy it!” 

Tohka happily said. 

Shido held his stomach that was full to the point of nearly bursting, picking up the spoon. 
— Yoshino 

“Wow...” 


After stepping into the street full of electronic stores from the station, Yoshino widened her 
sapphire eyes. 


Wearing a light colored one piece dress, she was a petite girl that wore a straw hat with a wide 
brim to her eyebrows. She had hair as blue as her eyes and skin as white as snow. There was a 
unique rabbit puppet on her left hand as well. 


[Ouu—, so this is Akihabara—! It’s really incredible—!] 


Saying that, the puppet that was worn on her left hand [Yoshinon] opened its mouth to give out 
high-pitched shouts. 


“There’s so...many people...” 

Yoshino on the other hand was replying while looking about. 

That’s right. The two of them (plus one) were using their weekend to visit Akihabara. 
Shido stood beside Yoshino, lightly patting Yoshino’s head. 


“Well then, let’s go.” 


“Y, yes...” 


Yoshino nodded her head. In order to let Yoshino catch up to his own pace, he deliberately 
walked slower than usual. 


“Sorry, Shido-san...It’s because of my obstinance...” 
As they walked, Yoshino spoke to him with a faint voice. 


“You didn’t have to mind. I’m actually happy that Yoshino is able to speak honestly about how 
you feel.” 


“Ah, hau...” 


After Shido’s reply, Yoshino pulled down the brim of her hat in embarrassment. Shido smiled 
wryly as he continued forward. 


Shido, Yoshino and [Yoshinon] were here to get a certain book. 


It seems that Yoshino’s favorite magical girl anime that was aired weekly in the mornings had 
released a premium fanbook...The bookstores nearby have no more in stock, so she was unable 
to buy one. 


Although it was an anime geared towards little girls, it was still an anime. There should still be 
stock remaining if it was Akihabara, so they came here. 


“Nn, looks like this one is not bad. Let’s go in and take a look.” 

Shido stopped in front of what seems to be a store that specially sells anime related items. 
“O, okay.” 

[Oou—, looks like business is booming here—] 

Taking Yoshino’s hand, they walked into the chaotic shop. 


And piled up amongst the books at the counter, they found the premium fan book that they were 
looking for. 


“Ah...” 
“Oh, we’ve found it. Isn’t that great, Yoshino.” 
“Yes.” 


Yoshino nodded her head in joy. 


“Then, I'll go and settle the bill while you wait here.” 

“Alright...I understand.” 

After hearing Yoshino’s reply, Shido walked towards the counter. 

[Look look Yoshino—, look at that—] 

After Shido walked to the counter, [Yoshinon] on her left hand suddenly spoke up. 
“That?...Ah.” 

Looking in the direction [Yoshinon] pointed, Yoshino’s eyes widened. 

Inside the shop, she saw books of the magical girls that she adored so much. 
And the cover of the book was new to her eyes. 

[Could that one be a premium collection too? Shall we go and take a look—] 
“Eh...But Shido-san said to wait here for him...” 

[tll be alright, he’s still queuing to pay, so let’s just take a look. ] 

“Nn...Just a little look...then?” 

Saying that, Yoshino walked towards the inside of the shop. 

“Eh... Yoshino, where did she go?” 


Shido returned after paying for the book, he found that Yoshino and [Yoshinon] had gone 
missing. 


After looking around in confusion, he found Yoshino in front of a bookshelf inside the store, 
reading a book with a red face. 


“Nn...? Did you find an interesting book?” 

Saying that he looked towards that bookshelf—Shido’s body immediately froze. 
And at the top was a notice that had [Doujinshi (Restricted to 18yrs)] on it. 

“Yo, Yoshino...!?” 

Shido hastily ran over, grabbing hold of Yoshino’s shoulder. 


Yoshino’s shoulder gave a jolt, closing the book that she was currently reading. It was a thin 
book that was B5 in size. On the cover was the illustration of the magical girl that Yoshino liked 


so much...But it seems a bit too raunchy. 

Yoshino trembled slightly, raising her head to look at Shido. 

“Shi, Shido-san...Mi, Misty she...was by those men...” 

“Th, that’s not true! That was...That’s right! That was only someone who looked like Misty!” 


““Some...someone who looked like her...?” 


“Th, that’s right. Wasn’t there a saying that there will be two people in the world who look 


? 


exactly like you? This is definitely it 
“Ts that so...” 


Although it sounded unbelievable, Yoshino did seem to be more calm than before. It seems that 
she too wished for an excuse to evade the reality that was before her. 


“We, well then, we should be going back now. Is that alright?” 

“Al, alright...” 

Yoshino nodded her head, followed Shido’s back and left the store. 

However at that moment, Yoshino timidly asked Shido a question. 

“About that, Shido-san...that person who looked like Misty...She, what was she doing...?” 
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Cold sweat started to form on Shido’s face, he silently held Yoshino’s hand and swiftly left the 
store. 


—Kurumi 
Shido walked down the street as cold sweat kept flowing down his cheek. 
The reason for that was simple. That’s because a certain girl was hugging his arm. 


Taking a peep to his side. Over there was, dressed in black clothing, a terrifying yet beautiful 
girl. 


Black hair that was tied into two bunches, porcelain white skin. When her bangs swayed while 
she walked, the left eye that had a clock-like pattern could be glimpsed. 


Tokisaki Kurumi. Shido’s ex-classmate—as well as the most brutal spirit who is an enemy of 
humans. 


Of course, Shido is not accompanying such a dangerous person because he wanted to. Shido was 
walking alone on the street when Kurumi suddenly showed up, forcefully bringing Shido to this 
place. 


Shido looked around him. The walls of the buildings were filled with illustrations of animation 
as well as the signs of electronic stores. 


That’s right. Shido was brought to Akihabara. 
“...Well then, bringing me to such a place, what are you planning?” 
After tensely inquiring, Kurumi revealed a coquettish smile. 


“Kihi, please don’t be so uptight. Today I only wish for Shido-san to be eaten—Actually, I only 
wish to play with Shido-san.” 


“’.. You just said the word [eat] right. [Eat].” 
“Ara ara ara.” 


After Shido pointed that out with narrowed eyes, Kurumi snickered as though trying to change 
the topic. 


Shido’s distrust slowly grew larger—but he was unable to escape. If he decided to do so, the 
possibility of him being immediately pulled into the shadows existed. Since he would be a goner 
the instant he is dragged in, he had no choice but to accompany Kurumi until she was satisfied. 


After that, not long after Kurumi stopped in front of a certain store. 
“This is the place.” 

“This is...” 

“Kihihi, you’ll understand once you enter.” 

“Ah...01, oi.” 

Being forcefully pulled by the arm, he stepped into the store. 
Inside the shop, various clothing and accessories were displayed. 


“A costume store... huh?” 


Although Shido decided that from a glance, he soon realized that there was something different. 


Amongst the various costumes that were tightly packed and displayed, he could vaguely see that 
there are some designs that were familiar to him...the materials seem to be exceptionally 
smooth...or should he say that the overall designs had an individuality to them. 


“This is...what they call cosplay...huh?” 
“It’s just as you say.” 


That’s right. Displayed in the surroundings, were the cosplay clothes of the anime and manga 
characters brought to reality. 


“Why did you...bring me to this kind of place?” 
“Kihihi, because it seems like it would be interesting.” 
Kurumi showed a slight smile, finally loosening her hold on his arm. 


“Since we are allowed to try them for free, let me try a few. Please wait here for a while. —If 
you escape, I’ll get angry, you know?” 


Her tone changed subtly, the corner of Kurumi’s mouth started to twist. 


Of course he won’t try to escape. Cold sweat formed on Shido’s forehead as he nodded 
repeatedly. 


After Kurumi nodded her head in satisfaction, she selected a few clothes and entered the 
changing room. 


A few minutes later, the curtain of the changing room was forcefully pulled open. 


A silver shirt that reveals the shoulders accentuated with a green tie, a black frilled dress, Kurumi 
who was wearing a wig of green hair (as well as twin ponytails that seemed to be too long), made 
a pose. 


“What do you think?” 

“About that...” 

“PI make you do the miku miku?” 

“Although you look just like her, I really can’t take it when you say that!” 
Following a few more minutes, the curtain of the changing room opened once more. 


This time Kurumi, her body was being tightly wrapped in a white bodysuit. Wearing a light blue 


wig on her head, her body had bandages on various areas for some reason. 
“Even if I die, I can be replaced.” (That’s true!) 

“That’s not funny at all!” 

After a few more minutes. 


Kurumi wore an apron costume that had a large quantity of lace. Her two hands wore large 
gloves. Wearing a green coloured wig, furthermore, two bells can be seen on her cat eared cap. 


“What do you think?” 


“Why does the voice sound so similar as well!” (The voice actress for Kurumi is the same as the 
character in Di Gi Charat!) 


...Although nothing has happened, Shido felt exceptionally fatigued. He let out a deep sigh. 


And then, Kurumi, who was wearing the cat ears and apron, took the next set of clothing. It was 
a skirt that had the Gothic Lolita style that Kurumi usually wears. 


“Uh...Are you intending to wear this one next?” 
“That’s not correct. This one is—” 

Kurumi passed the clothes in her hands to Shido. 
“For Shido-san.” 

“<... Haa?” 

Shido’s eyes widened. 


“No, no no no. Hold on a minute. Why do I have to wear this now? Furthermore this one is 
definitely for females!” 


“Kihihi, you don’t have to point out the small details. Now, please come over here. Let’s take a 
photo together once you are done changing.” 


“Ah...no, wait, st, stoooopppppppp!?” 
Shido’s cries echoed within the store. 
—Kotori 


“...Really now, why do I have to come to this sort of place...” 


Her two arms folded in front of her while making a sound, Kotori unhappily grumbled while 
walking behind Shido. 


She is a young girl who tied her long hair into two bunches with black ribbons. A petite figure, 
with conspicuous round, acorn-like eyes, however her current expression, had the feel of 
impatience mixed in. 


“Now now, don’t say it like that. Isn’t it fine, doing this once in a while?” 


Shido smiled bitterly as he said that in his attempt to pacify her, Kotori pointed her lollipop stick 
in her mouth to the sky. 


At present the location that Shido and Kotori were headed, was the multi purpose hall located 
within Akihabara. Belle Salle Akihabara. 


Due to the first floor of the massive building having spaces that are freely accessible to the 
public, it seems that an event was being held there, as a huge crowd had gathered here. 


“Oh, we’re here. Let’s see, the stall is at...ah.” 

“Alright, it’s this way. Don’t be such a slowpoke.” 

Kotori pointed in the direction of the massive crowd. Shido’s eyes widened. 
“What’s this, so you already knew about it, Kotori.” 


“Hmph, all you need to do is to research beforeha—That’s not it, isn’t this common sense! 
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Alright, let’s hurry and do what we’re supposed to do and go home 
Saying that, Kotori pulled the corner of Shido’s clothes, walking ahead like that. 
“Wah, don’t pull!” 


Shido almost lost his balance for a moment, hastily regaining his balance, he was dragged off by 
Kotori. 


The two of them had an extremely simple reason for visiting this street that they would rarely 
come to. 


That’s because Kotori’s favorite light novel series was about to be serialized, furthermore an 
event seemed to have been organized in Akihabara. 


Despite that, Kotori did not have much interest in the event itself... however she immediately 
changed her mind once she saw the list of items on sale. 


That’s because the lollipop that a certain character within the series likes to eat, is apparently 


being sold with limited stock. 


However, to join such an event is embarrassing, in the end Kotori who was staring longingly at 
the computer screen could not take it any longer—half-forcefully dragged Shido to Akihabara. 


As they joined the queue, they looked around their surroundings. Staff members were wearing 
blue jackets, selling T-shirts and distributing folders. Deep inside the crowd, a massive 
throne-like object could be seen. It appears to be an equipment in the novel. It looked just like 
<Sandalphon>. 


“Hey...Kotori, the title of the light novel that you’re reading, what is it called?” 
“Date A Live.” 

Although Shido did not know why, he felt a strange sense of danger. 

After that, just like that the queue moved forward, it was Shido and Kotori’s turn. 
“Welcome~. Please look around~.” 

The staff members at the stall said as such, smiling. 


However Kotori had an expression of boredom, looking at the goods displayed—her eyebrow 
twitched for a moment. 


“...? Where’s the candy?” 

After Kotori inquired, the female staff member lowered her head in apology. 
“T’m really sorry. The lollipop was sold out not too long ago...” 

“Eh...” 

After Kotori widened her eyes, she did not speak for some time. 

Soon after, she once again pulled the corner of Shido’s clothes, exiting the queue. 
“Oi, oi, Kotori? Is that alright?” 


“Hmph, it can’t be helped if it’s gone. Furthermore, I didn’t have any interest in the first place. 
I just came here because Shido, you dragged me here.” 
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Looking at Kotori’s back, Shido pressed his lips tight. 

After standing his ground, he removed Kotori’s hand that was grabbing his clothes. 
“...What, what’s wrong?” 

“Just, wait here for me.” 

“Eh? Wait, where are you going!” 

With Kotori’s voice calling out behind him, Shido raced into the streets of Akihabara. 
About an hour later. 

“Haa..., haa...” 

Panting heavily, Shido returned to Kotori’s side. 

“What’s with you, making me wait so long. Where on earth did you go?” 


Kotori’s mood seemed to have worsened immensely from before, she folded her arms and glared 
fiercely. Shido smiled wryly as he took out something from his pocket. 


—That was a lollipop that had an anime character on it. 

“Eh” 

Kotori instantly went silent. 

“H, how did you get that?” 

“Ah...I just thought that someone could have bought more than one...” 

“So you went to find someone and begged him to sell one to you!? Ar, are you an idiot!?” 
“Uguh...” 


Honestly speaking, he was unable to deny that. He himself thought that doing this was highly 
inefficient. 


However, it was rare that Kotori would wish for something so badly. If he was unable to get it by 
doing this, then he would have been disqualified as an elder brother. 


“Well, isn’t it alright now. Take it.” 


“eUn” 


After handing over the lollipop, Kotori accepted with a slightly red face. 


After scrutinizing it for a while, she wrapped it with her handkerchief as though it was some 
precious item, putting it in her bag. 


“What’s the matter, aren’t you going to eat it?” 

“Y, you’re noisy! I should be the one to decide what to do with something that was given to me!” 
“We, well even though what you say is true...” 

“*... How can I bear to eat it?” 

“Eh?” 

“Tt’s nothing. Alright, we’re going home.” 

Saying that, Kotori started to walk in the direction of the station. 


Her footsteps seemed to be lighter than before. 


Date A Quest 


Under the protection of the spirits, the Tenguu Kingdom had always been a peaceful kingdom. 
The citizens of this kingdom had never doubted that this tranquility would last forever. 
However—this illusion had easily been shattered. 


The demon lord that had been sealed in the North had suddenly awakened, releasing monsters 
while exerting tyrannical actions toward the country. 


Needless to say, the king wouldn’t just ignore this problem, sending troops to oppose the 
monsters attacking the country. 


During this moment, the demon lord appeared inside the castle and took the princess away, as if 
to mock the king’s actions. 


The demon lord said, the world’s most beautiful lady, she is the one who suits the criteria of 
becoming my wife. 


Although the king was unable to understand the demon lord’s true meaning, the princess had 
become the demon lord’s hostage, which restricted the king from attacking the demon lord’s 
castle. 


During such a time of dilemma, a youngster arrived at Tenguu Kingdom. 


This youngster claimed to be the hero who the spirits had sent, promising the king that the 
demon lord would be defeated. 


The king anxiously endowed the hero with the campaign against the demon lord. 
—However, the current situation. 


Engulfed with darkness, the continent’s northernmost area-Demon Lord town’s deepest area, the 
hero’s group and the demon lord are currently confronting each other. 


“There’s nowhere to escape, demon lord! Return the princess at once!” 


Using the tip of the holy sword <Sandalphon> to point at the demon lord, Hero*Tohka revealed a 
sharp gaze. A beautiful girl with night colored hair and crystal like pupils, equipped with silver 
armor and a purple helmet. 


“Please be careful! I can feel a strong demonic energy!” 


A voice could be heard next to Tohka’s ear. Looking toward that direction, a small light can be 


seen floating in the air. 
That is the light fairy that has been following Tohka ever since she began her journey. 
“Nn, I understand. But I won’t lose! Because I currently have dependable comrades with me!” 


After stating this aloud, Tohka shook her helmet. That’s right. Standing behind Tohka are 
comrades that had joined her as she journeyed. 


Dressed in a green robe, Summoner* Yoshino. Dressed in crimson armor, wielding the battleaxe 
<Camael> is the warrioreKotori. 


At first glance, they seem to be fragile girls, but they had annihilated many monsters along the 
journey. 
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“Give up hope, please don’t do any more evil actions... ! 


“Hen, seems like you guys are the only ones left in this castle. Hurry and give up or you’ ll 
receive a beating~” 


Kotori used a provoking tone as she said those words. The demon lord’s henchmen standing on 
each side of the throne laughed. 


“Kuku...Seems like there are bugs buzzing huh, Yuzuru?” 
“Laugh. Ignorance is also a bliss” 


Saying so, the twin monsters wearing extremely exposing clothing, Kaguya and Yuzuru couldn’t 
refrain themselves and laughed at the heroes. In contrast to their identical facial appearance, the 
sizes of their chests have depressing differences. Since Tohka’s a hero, she refrained herself from 
stating those thoughts. 


“Kuku, how should we handle this Maou-sama? This group of underlings could be wiped out 
without effort” 


“Agreed. These kind of opponents doesn’t need master to deal with” 
After the two finished speaking, the shadow that was sitting on the throne slowly stood up. 


With shoulders that had been shaking continuously, the demon lord slowly walked and slightly 
opened her mouth. 


“No need. I will fight as well and defeat the heroes in front of the princess so she will lose all 
of her hope” 


Then, Demon Lord*Origami said in a calm voice. 
Not having any doubt of losing, having such a nonchalant face, caused Tohka to grit her teeth. 


“If you can do it, then let’s see it! Princess! Watch closely! I’ll defeat the demon lord now and 
bring you back to the king!” 


Tohka shouted as she focused her gaze behind the left side of the throne. 
At the corner of the room is a cage which seems like a prison, a shadow of a girl could be seen. 


A tall girl wearing a gorgeous dress. A golden crown adornment which indicated her as an heir 
of royal blood. 


Having a loving face yet expressing a gloomy expression. Well, it’s inevitable for that to happen 
after being imprisoned by a scary demon lord—Although that’s how it should’ve been, it’s a bit 
different. Her expression doesn’t seem to be caused by fear, it’s more like facing an unreasonable 
reality which caused such an expression. 


“Weird... This is way too weird” 

“Nn? What’s weird, Shido-hime?” 

“That’s what’s weird!” 

After Tohka called out the name, Tenguu PrincesseShido used her finger and pointed out. 
“Why is Tohka the hero and I’m the princess! The character distribution is too messed up!” 
Saying words of unknown meaning, Kotori who’s standing behind Tohka sighed. 

“Since it’s special, don’t complain. It has no relation to the main story anyways” 
“NOT*FINE*AT*ALLLLLL! Also, you just said something about a special, didn’t you?!” 
“Kotori, what’s wrong with Shido-hime?” 


“Tt seems that her mind is in confusion. That’s inevitable, since she’s a weak girl who’s 
imprisoned by the scary demon lord” 


“T’m not a weak GIRLLLLL. You even changed the text to “she” and “kanojo”! If it’s a first 
person novel it’s fine, but if it’s a third person novel, there’s no way to excuse it! Also, doesn’t a 
princess whose name is Shido sound weird!? You’ ve just destroyed the worldview just like that!” 


Shido-hime continued speaking as though she’s mentally confused. Tohka and Yoshino looked at 
her with eyes of pity as they furrowed their eyebrows. 


“Damn demon lord! Driving the princess into this condition!” “Ab, 

absolutely cannot forgive...!” 

However, the demon lord only calmly narrowed her eyes. 

“She’s mine. I won’t give her to anyone. Heroes. Die at once!” 

“Kuku, that’s how it should be like. Grieve at your powerlessness and wither!” 
“Pity. Grant these pitiful children their eternal sleep” 

“Don’t underestimate us, demon lord!” 

“We...won’t lose...!” 

“Ok, we’ve said enough nonsense. Let’s start” 

“DON’T *YOUsPEOPLE*DISREGARD*MEEEEEFE!” 

Directing at the heroes disregarding her due to their excitement, Shido-hime shouted. 


“Even if I allow Tohka to become the hero and I’m imprisoned here, at least let me become a 
prince, A PRINCE! Why am I wearing such light clothing! Why am I wearing an erotic 
undergarment that I’ve never seen before!” 


“Erotic undergarment that I’ve never seen before” 


Hearing Shido’s close to crying shouts, Origami’s eyebrow twitched a bit. 


Due to the strong aura, Shido involuntarily shuddered. But Origami was soon stopped by her 
henchmen. 


“Maou-sama. Please focus your concentration towards the fight against the heroes” 
“Agreed. We can look at the princess’s erotic undergarments afterwards” 

Due to the two’s words, Origami reluctantly faced Tohka and the others. 

Then her hands emitted demonic light. 


“After I defeat you all, no one can disturb me and Shido. Disappear!” 


“That’s my line! This time Pll exorcise you!” 
After shouting those words, Tohka waved the huge sword in her hand. 


That was the starting signal of the battle. Hero Tohka and Maou Origami jumped at the same 
time, the sword and demonic energy collided. The surrounding walls and ground were destroyed 
due to their powers. 


At the same time, Summoner Yoshino summoned the Huge Rabbit <Zadkiel>, and Warrior 
Kotori wielded <Camael>. 


However, the demon lord’s henchmen couldn’t ignore them. Kaguya and Yuzuru summoned a 
lance and pendulum out of thin air and attacked Yoshino and Kotori. 


In the Demon Lord Castle’s in every corner are the battles between the heroes and demon lord 
which holds the fate of the princess or the existence of humankind. 


Both sides’ amount of people and power equal each other.—No, after intense attacks and 
defense, the demon lord’s side slowly took the upper hand. 


“Only this extent of power and you want to take Shido away from me? Ridiculous” 
“Ku...Don’t underestimate MEEEE!” 


c6 1? 


Along with her shout, Tohka swung the holy sword <Sandalphon>. But—Origami didn’t dodge. 
As the edge of the sword came into contact with Origami, the unpleasant aura around Origami 
protected her. 


6 “Wha— “‘ 


Tohka involuntarily let out a panicked voice. Origami didn’t let this chance escape. She gathered 
demonic energy around her hand and attacked Tohka, Tohka was blown away by the attack. 


“Guuu...!” 
“Tohka...!” 
While looking at the battle between the heroes and the demon lord from the cage, Shido shouted. 


Although the current situation is very unpleasant, if the heroes lose, Shido would have to let the 
demon lord look at his undergarment, so the heroes must win this battle. 


“— This is not good. We’ll lose at this rate” 


Suddenly a voice could be heard next to Shido’s ear. Looking behind, there’s suddenly a fuzzy 
light orb floating there. 


“Wha, What...is this...” 
“Aaaa, Sorry. I’m the fairy who’s assisting the hero, Light FairyeKannazuki” 
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After looking at the light orb closely, one could see a person with a pair of wings, an upright 
nose and the face of a man. 


“...Why are you naked?” 

“? All the light fairies are like that” 

“Is that so” 

Shido shook his head as he said, 

“Not, not minding that, what is that thing around the demon lord?” 


“T’m afraid that’s a highly concentrated demonic defense. It’s like a barrier with a certain range. 
If the demon lord has that, any attacks the heroes try to deal on her would be nullified. But it’s 
nothing more than a tease right now” 


“How could that be! What should be done...!?” 
“Although there’s not much of a relevance, but the word tease is quite erotic” 
“What should be done!” 


After Shido asked with greater intensity, Kannazuki shrugged his shoulders, then put his hand on 
his chin as though he’s in deep thought. 


“Although I don’t know if this’1l succeed—but there’s one way. Shido- hime, this requires your 
help” 


“What, what do I need to do!?” 


“The demon lord’s power comes from the evil in the heart. In other words, the desire for evil. If 
there’s a way to get rid of this point then the barrier would disappear—Needless to say, we’re 
unable to dissipate the demon lord’s evil desires. But if we can distract her desire to another 
object outside the barrier, then we’ll have a chance” 


“Object outside the barrier...?” 


“Correct. Specifically, it is...” 


In the middle of his sentence, Kannazuki flapped his wings and flew towards the bottom of 
Shido’s legs. 


Flying into Shido’s dress, and quickly flying up—Shido’s entire dress was flipped up. 
Ste 1? 
Instantly. Origami who was angrily staring at Tohka widened her eyes. 


The next moment, Origami entirely ignored Tohka’s existence and lied on the ground, using a 
camera that appeared out of nowhere and quickly pressed the shutter. 


Shido’s face turned entirely red and he pressed the dress down. Origami was heavily breathing as 
she lifted her index finger. 


“Let me take more pictures. Let me take more pictures” 


“Don’t, don’t kid around! Also Origami! Don’t just openly take out something like a camera that 
has no relation to this world!” 


“No problem. This is a magic item using a special magical crystal made into a lens shape while 
using light magic to capture the image ahead onto sheep skin” 


“This also doesn’t explain anything!” 
“That also doesn’t matter. Compared to that, let me change the angle and take another picture—“ 
“Haaaa!” 


Towards Origami who’s talking while facing Shido, Tohka uses the holy sword <Sandalphon> 
and heavily knocked on the back of Origami’s head. 


“Ma-Maou-sama!” 
“Shudder. Could it be that—“ 


The Demon lord’s henchmen spoke in trembling voices. Needless to say—Yoshino and Kotori 
didn’t miss this chance. 


Finally, the evil Demon Lord is defeated, the Tenguu Kingdom is saved. 


After Shido-hime returned safely to the Tenguu Kingdom, he became Hero Tohka’s wife and 


lived happily ever after. 


“Nn, from now on IIl be in your care, my beloved wife Shido. Let us make the Tenguu Kingdom 
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become a more beautiful country 


“As I’ve already said, this setup is way too weird. Especially the ‘my beloved wife’ part, doesn’t 
anyone have any opinions about that?” 


Fantasy April 


“Shido, if I was an ordinary human being, how would we meet?” 

At a certain lunch break, Tohka suddenly asked Shido this question. 

“Ehh? Let me think...” 

Shido supported his chin with his hand and thought of the time when they first met. 


“Maaah... April 10 is the school’s opening. How about if we pretend Tohka is a transfer student? 
It would be like...” 


April 10. 


As Shido walks through a path where sakura petals continuously fall down, he suddenly stopped 
his tracks. 


The reason was simple: there was a girl who was standing in front of him, on the path in which 
Shido originally thought that no one uses. 
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Shido stopped his breath, the girl standing in front of him possessed such beauty which could 
surpass the whole universe. 


As Shido blanks out due to staring at the girl, the girl suddenly approaches Shido. 
“Umu, your uniform, is it from Raizen High?” 
“Eh...ye, yes” 


“That’s great! Actually, I’m a transfer student that will be attending Raizen High School, but I 
somehow got lost. Can you guide me to school?” 


“Of course!” 

Shido nodded his head, the girl brought up her hand. 
“My name is Yatogami Tohka. Nice to meet you” 
“Ahh... My name is Itsuka Shido” 

“Shido... What a nice name” 


After her words, the girl — Tohka revealed a smile, looking at how cute she is, Shido felt a 


tightness in his heart. 


— But suddenly, a strong wind blew from the sakura tree, and large amounts of caterpillars fell 
on Tohka. 


“Wuwaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa!?” 

Finishing half of the sentence, Tohka suddenly felt a shiver down her body. 
“Wh... why are caterpillars falling down!?” 

“Tha... that... I didn’t...” 

Suddenly at this time, a girl stood behind Tohka without being noticed. 
Tobiichi Origami. Tohka’s arch-enemy. 

“Tobiichi Origami! Don’t add in such a weird scene!” 

“How is it weird? You and caterpillars could be said to be the perfect match” 
“You... Youu!” 

Tohka loudly shouted, but soon turned back to Shido. 

“Hn, I don’t have the time to argue with you. Shido, let’s continue!” 
“Sur... sure...” 


Shido held his chin as he continued. 


Shido’s new grade is Year 2, Class 4. The homeroom teacher is Tama-chan, everyone’s favorite 
teacher. 


After Tama-chan’s introduction, a grin appeared on her face. 
“Yes, yes. Today I have a surprise for everyone... with that said, please come in” 


After Tama-chan finished her sentence, the door of the classroom opened, and a girl with 
breath-taking beauty walked into the classroom. 


“Ahh...” 
After seeing her figure, Shido involuntarily widened his eyes. 


At the same time, Tohka also found Shido. Her expression brightened up and she walked up to 
where Shido was sitting. 


“OQuuuu, Shido, we’re classmates!” 

“Yes, PI be in your care” 

Shido nodded his head as he suffered the stares of shock and envy from his classmates. 
Suddenly at this moment... 


Tohka’s face, back, and abdomen suddenly split into left and right as two pieces. Spider-like 
tentacles appeared from Tohka’s body. 


“Wu... Wuahhhhhhh!?” 

Due to the sudden dramatic change in the situation, the class fell into chaos. 
“Hahahaha... I came from the Andromeda planet to take over this planet!” 
“Wha... What are you saying!?” 

“Kuuu... Die, you lowly being!” 

Tohka extends her tentacles to attack Shido. 

“Quick, escape from this place” 

“You... You are...” 

“Why you little... You dare to stop me! Then I shall start by finishing you first!” 


Tohka used her tentacles to attack Origami, but Origami dodged Tohka’s attack with great agility 
and dexterity. Origami pulled out a small automated gun and shot Tohka’s chest a few times. 


“Gu... Guahhhh!” 

Tohka gave off a painful scream before she collapsed on the floor. 
“Are you alright, Shido?” 

Origami extended her hand to Shido. 

Shido’s heart was captured by Origami’s bravery. 

“Thank you... Although this is a bit sudden, but please marry me” 
“Very happy, it’s my pleasure” 


Shido and Origami tightly hugged each other. 


The classmates’ applause sounded in the classroom. 

“Wuu...ga... Ahhhhh!!!” 

Tohka slammed the table with her hands. 

“I can’t take it anymore! Pll exterminate you and reunite with Shido!” 

“The ending is the same no matter what you do, go back to your Andromeda planet” 
“What did you say!!!” 

Tohka and Origami’s sharp glances intertwined. 

“You both, wai...Wait...Guah...” 


Shido, attempting to stop the fight, fainted after being separately punched in the stomach and 


face. 





Kurumi Neighbor 


“—So in short, the person who got first place is me.” 
“What are you talking about!?” 


Facing Kurumi who had suddenly spouted something incomprehensible, Shido had no choice but 
to reply to her. 
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“How mean, Shido-san, it’s not your first time being featured in a side story, you know? 


Kurumi said matter-of-factly. Shido, on the other hand, felt a sense of foreboding that he should 
not investigate this any further. 


“...So, what did you place first in?” 
“Ehhh. It was a popularity vote hosted by Animate a few days ago.” 


“Heeh, isn’t that pretty awesome, in the past, weren’t most of the popularity votes dominated by 
Tohka?” 


“Yeah. If that’s the case, it wouldn’t be too much to say that Iam Date A Live’s main heroine 
from now on, right?” 


“Eh?” 


“In other words, I’ll be staying beside Shido-san’s home in place of Tohka-san from today 
onwards.” 


“H-hold on a minute, this is sounding ridiculous no matter how you try to put it...” 


Upon seeing Shido’s face that had been covered by cold sweat, Kurumi gave a charming 
chuckle. 


“There’s no problem, furthermore, if I’m around Shido-san, won’t things be extremely 
advantageous?” 


“...What kind of advantages?” 
“That’s right...For instance...” 
Kurumi put a finger to her chin, whilst narrating. 


““*Shatter* ! Uwah, this is bad! I broke Kotori’s favourite teacup by accident! If she were to find 
out about this, I’d definitely get spanked by her! What should I do!” 


“What am I going to do with you, Shido-san?” 

Just when Shido was in a predicament, Kurumi appeared with a mysterious tone in her voice. 
“K-Kurumi-emon! That’s not it, Kurumi!” 

“Fu fu fu, leave it to me.” 

Kurumi ended her sentence, placing her arm inside her shadow and started to rummage around. 
“Zafkiel<Emperor of Time>—Dalet[The Fourth Bullet]~!”” 


After withdrawing her handgun and calling out with the same tone as before, she swiftly aimed 
at the fragments of the teacup on the floor and pressed the trigger. 


Not long after, the pieces started to join back together; the teacup returned to how it was before, 
it was as though time had reversed. 


“Uwah! Thank you Kurumi! If it’s like this I won’t have to get beaten up by Kotori!” 
“Ufufu, it’s nothing big at all, if you have further problems feel free to tell me.” 
“Thank you! Kurumi’s the best!” 

Shido had just finished cheering, when Kurumi neared Shido’s ear and spoke. 


“— This is off-topic, but Dalet[The Fourth Bullet] that I just fired, had just used up a 
considerable amount of ‘time’ belonging to the good citizens of the city.” 


“Eh?” 


“Shido-san didn’t want to make Kotori-san mad, just for this reason, he made use of the 
irreplaceable lives of living people.” 


“Eh, that’s not it, I, this is...” 

“If you have any troubles, feel free to say it out loud.” 
“U-U-UWAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHH!!” 
“— That’s how it’ll be.” 

“THAT’S SCARY!” 

Shido cried aloud. 


“Oh my, you don’t like that?” 


“Isn’t that obvious!” 
Shido yelled, Kurumi, on the other hand, folded her arms. 


“However, there’s still a lot more things that my Zafkiel<Emperor of Time>can do. For example, 
if the deadline for Shido-san’s work were to near, I can use Aleph[The First Bullet] to increase 
your speed; if you can’t remember things you’ve learnt previously, I can use Yod[The Tenth 
Bullet] to search for your memories; if no one turns up for your meet and greet, I can use 
Het[The Eighth Bullet] to make my clones appear and support you...” 


“No, what on earth are you talking about?” 
They seem to be abilities that aren’t useful if he does not work in a specific job. 


However, after hearing Kurumi’s words, Shido raised his eyebrows as though realizing 
something. 


“Providing support with your clones...Kurumi, you couldn’t have made your clones vote right? 
‘One vote per person—’ or something 


like that...” 

Kurumi merely smiled in silence. 

“I? Didn’t? Do? Such? A? Thing? Alright?” 
“Why are you speaking like a robot?” 


“Well then, I ought to be going now. Everyone, I’m very grateful for all your votes. I'll be 
extremely glad if we’ll be able to meet at the next popularity poll.” 


“Hey, wait a secon—” 


Without waiting for Shido to finish his sentence, Kurumi maintained the expression on her face 
as she waved, disappearing into the shadows. 


Kurumi SS 
That day, a *thump, thump, thump* sound came from the other side of the door... and it was that 
sound which belonged to the light steps that woke Shido Itsuka up. 


It was probably his little sister Kotori who was coming to wake him up. It was a daily scene 
which was repeated every morning. He was sure that, in a few seconds, the door to his bedroom 
would open at once and a cheerful voice would fill the room. 


However— 
“__Ufufu... You are a sleepyhead, aren’t you, Onii-sama?” 


The voice he heard through the blankets was one that he would’ve never imagined. 


He kicked the blankets in reflex and got out of the bed with a jump. Then, the girl who had 
entered the room placed her hand on her mouth mockingly. 


“Ara, ara. You were already awake?” 
“Ku-Kurumi... ... pps 


Shido rubbed his blurry eyes and opened his eyelids. The one standing there was not Kotori, but 
a young girl whose characteristic features were her black hair and her white-porcelain skin. 
Every time she laughed quietly, the space between the long bangs of her left eye could be seen, 
in which a clock shaped eye was drawn. 


“What are you doing here!?... ... Or rather, “Onii-sama””?” 


“Ara, ara. You are still half asleep? Ufufu... That Onii-sama is also charming, but if we go on 
like this, the breakfast I cooked will end up getting cold.” 


Kurumi said that while laughing disarmingly. Next, she made her body spin around while 
turning; her skirt waved as she left the room. 


“Ah— H-hey, Kurumi!” 
Shido called to her, but Kurumi was walking down the stairs without paying attention to him. 
“Just what the hell is going on... ...?” 


After being dumbfounded for a while, he asked himself if he wasn’t still inside a dream and he 


pinched his cheek. 
However, the abnormalities were not limited to just that. 


“Ara. Good morning, Shido-san. It’s a wonderful day, isn’t it?” 


After Shido had already left the house, in front of the entrance he met Kurumi, who was wearing 
the Raizen High School uniform. 


“Eh? Kurumi? Why are you here if you were inside the house just now?” 


“Ufufu... You are saying some weird things, aren’t you, Shido-san? More importantly, let’s go at 
once. We will end up getting late.” 


“Ah, wait... ... w 
Kurumi started walking down the road with quick steps. Shido quickly pursued her. 


Then, not too long after that, they arrived at the school. Shido entered the classroom, and he 
couldn’t help but stare speechless at the scene unfolding there. 


“Wha... ...2” 

But that was totally understandable. After all... 

“Good morning, me.” 

“Eh, me. Today’s weather is lovely as well, right?” 

“Maa, what a cute little cat. Where did you take this picture?” 

“Why don’t we go to the cafeteria in front of the station after school?” 

...having everyday conversations like those ones, there was a huge number of “Kurumis”. 


The conversation topics were totally peaceful. However, the ones talking were girls who had the 
exact same appearance. So at this point, the story is different. 
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“Is something wrong, Shido-san? 


Shido placed his hand on his forehead and stood in silence. Then, the Kurumi he came to school 
with spoke to him from behind. 


a as: Well, no, it’s just that... ... I can’t see anything other than Kurumi.” 
“Ara, ara... Is that a love confession?” 

Kurumi blushed slightly. Shido’s forehead began to sweat. 

“I didn’t mean that. It’s more like, literally... ... 
Then, at that moment, Shido shook his eyebrows. 


The ones in the classroom were all Kurumi, but they were not all the same. In one of the corners 
of the classroom, three different Kurumis had gathered. That’s right. They were all wearing an 
eyepatch on their left eye. 


However, its three shapes were different. One carried a medicinal one; another one a bandage; 
and the last one was wearing a very nice one decorated with frills. 


“Hey, Kurumi, those three... ...?” 

“What are you talking about?” 

“Well, the three over there... ... j 

“I don’t understand what you are talking about, Shido-san.” 
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The moment Kurumi said that, the chime he had heard so many times echoed in the 
surroundings. 


It was the chime which announced the beginning of classes. All the Kurumis that were chatting 
in the classroom returned to their respective seats. Even though Shido felt something he couldn’t 
understand; he took his seat like everyone else. 


A few moments later, another Kurumi entered the classroom. Unlike the other Kurumis, this one 
was not wearing a uniform; instead, she wore a pair of glasses and had an attendance sheet on 
her hand. It looks like this one is the teacher. 


AEI So the teacher is also Kurumi, huh?” 


“Did you say something, Itsuka-kun?” 


Shido hid his words and the Kurumi teacher smiled. After that, she opened the attendance record. 


“Well then, I'll be taking attendance. —Itsuka-kun.” 


“Tokisaki-san.” 


“Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. 
Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes. Yes.” 


“Well then, it looks like everyone’s here.” 
“And it’s fine just like that!?” 


Even though Shido yelled, the teacher Kurumi slammed shut the attendance record, *Pan*, 
without paying attention to him. 


“Well then, let’s work hard today as well. You all know today’s subjects, right?” 
“Yes, yes.” 

“Of course.” 

Responding to teacher Kurumi’s voice, the Kurumis nodded. 


“The first and second hours are Music; the third and fourth hours are Domestic Economy; the 
fifth and sixth hours are Physical Education, right?” 


“Why are there only practical subjects!?” 

Shido said that almost unconsciously. Then the Kurumis started echoing small giggles. 
“Ufufu... It’s just that~...” 

“Since we have the presence of Shido-san...” 

“Just sitting and taking lessons is no fun.” 

Shido felt something disturbing and sweat began to fall from all over his face. 

nee This, I’d like to ask just in case, but what are we going to do in those subjects?” 
After Shido asked that, every Kurumi drew big smiles on their faces. 

“Just the normal thing...” 


“Use Shido-san as a musical instrument, and see what voice he lets out if we touch him here and 


there... 
“Have Shido-san taste all of our food...” 


“Have an exciting swimming competition, with just Kurumi... Well, of course this is all just a 
joke.” 


“Don’t you think it’s a little too specific for a joke!?” 
Shido stood from his chair, dragging it with a loud sound. 
“U-um, I’m not feeling too well, PI be going to the infirmary... ... 


“Ara... Now that’s serious. Health Committee members, please escort Shido-san to the 
infirmary.” 


“Yes, yes. Understood.” 


“Well then, Shido-san. Let’s go to the infirmary, where the “me” with the white coat is waiting 
with a well-groomed bed.” 


“Won’t you let me escape!?” 


Shido raised his voice, which seemed like a scream, and looked around trying to find a way out 
of the classroom. 


However, the ones around him were a crowd of Kurumis, “the worst spirit”. The Kurumis, with 
an attitude like a predator staring at a weak prey, began to surround Shido slowly. 


“Ufufu... Looks like you are quite healthy, aren’t you?” 
“Well then, let’s go to the Music classroom.” 


“Ves ~... a.. Shido-san?” 


Shido’s scream resounded throughout the whole school building. 


Popularity Poll Results Announcement 


Kotori: “Just like that, the results of the Date A Live Popularity Poll (2012) from November 1st 
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to November 30th have been announced 
Everyone: “Ohhhhh!” 


Kotori: “Not only the characters, the dating scenarios must also be considered at the vote. We 
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have an unexpected number of participants, a total of 1393 votes 
Shido: “Ohhhh, that’s impressive!” 


Kotori: “Indeed. The various scenarios are quite diverse. —Tohka, please express your 
gratitude” 


Tohka: “Umu! Thank you very much!” 
Shido: “Why don’t you just say it yourself...” 


Kotori: “In short, today we’ll release the voting results” 
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Origami: “—the thing that was agreed on” 
Kotori: “ei?” 
Origami: “The prize for first place.” 


Kotori: “Aaaah, that, of course that’s prepared. The shining first place character would be 
granted the right to a date with Shido~” 


Shido: “I’ve never heard of anything like that... speaking of which, what if I got first place?” 
Kotori: “Relax. You’re not first place” 
Shido: “Is it alright to leak the information already!?” 


Kotori: “Aiya, don’t tell me you think that you’ ll get first place. Where did you get this 
confidence?” 


Shido: “That’s not what I meant” 
Kotori: “Now, the results that everyone’s waiting for! Let’s start with 6th place!” 


—6th Place Murasame Reine 46 votes 


Kotori: “6th place is Reine~! Congrats! Can you tell us your thoughts?” 
Reine: “...Aaaa, sure ... Thank you for everyone’s votes. I’m very glad” 


Kotori: “So simple~ well, that’s ok. Let’s describe the mock scenario: ‘Hope that she loses at 
rock-paper-scissor strip and become entirely naked’” 


Reine: “...Did I lose?” 


Kotori: “Seems so, such sin. But, if Reine got first place, maybe we can see Shido’s lewd crime 
display” 


Origami: “This, please provide more details” 

Shido: “Calm down, Origami!” 

Kotori: “There’s another one, ‘please personally teach me physiology’ something like that” 
Reine: “...Oh? Shin is not good at physiology? I don’t mind, let me teach you” 


Shido: “ei? where, Where are you trying to bring me to? e1, wai... Wait!” 


—5th Place Tobiichi Origami 117 votes 
Origami: “...!” 


Kotori: “What’s the matter? Your expression is very scary” 


Origami: “Impossible. Something like me not receiving the right to have a date with Shido is 
impossible” 


Kotori: “Even if you say so, the poll results are right over here” 


Origami: “...Hello? This is not the same as what you’ve said. The pay should’ve been 
transferred to your account, right?” 


Kotori: “Hold up, who’s phone number is that!? Also, you are openly making an embezzlement 
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phone call 
Origami: “Seems like there was a mistake somewhere. I request a re-vote” 


Kotori: “No can do~...Really now, the scenarios. ‘Kidnapped when asleep’, ‘Imprisoned in a 
room’, ‘Was fed an energy agent and did OXOX in bed’...Hey, what’s with all these sinful 
actions...” 


Shido: “Although I feel sorry for her, it’s fortunate that Origami isn’t first place” 


Origami: “No worries, everything is going as planned...” 
Shido: “!?” 
—4th Place Tokisaki Kurumi 246 votes 


Kurumi: “Ara ara, it’s me? hehehe, although it’s a pity that I can’t go on a date with Shido, I’m 
still happy. Thank you, everyone.” 


Kotori: Just to mention the scenarios, ‘Shido becomes a slave for one day’, ‘Please train at the 
night street’, ‘Eating desserts mouth to mouth’ etc. There are also a lot of lewd scenes” 


Kurumi: “Hehehe, I don’t mind. Right, Shido?” 
Shido: “No... let’s not, please spare me...” 


Kotori: “But there’s also ordinary scenarios like ‘Shopping together’, ‘Going to the zoo’, ‘Going 
to the aquarium’. Sme also voted on ‘Surrounded by a bunch of Kurumis’, ‘Dating with a bunch 
of Kurumis’” 


Kurumi: “Hehe, very pleasing. Seems like everyone understands my thinking” 


Kotori: “Ah, But there’s also a lot of votes on ‘Dating with Kyouzou-Chan’. I wonder who that 
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is... 
Kurumi: “...” 
Shido: “Uuwa! Shadows! The shadows are appearing!” 


—3rd Place Yoshino 250 votes 


Yoshino: “I-Is it alright for me to receive such high votes?” 

Kotori: “These are proper poll results, aren’t you glad?” 

Yoshinon: “Exactly~! Yoshino, it’s impolite to the voters if you’re not happy” 
Yoshino: “Eh, Eh...That’s true...um, Um, Everyone...thank you very much...” 
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Kotori: “The mock scenarios include ‘pet her”, ‘want to give her a lap pillow and remove her 
earwax’, ‘want to bring her to the doctor when she’s sick’ etc. The scenarios are so pure 
compared to the other three that it’s impossible to ignore. This is the love of a father. There’s a 
lot of fathers~” 


Shido: “Haha...These feelings I understand. If it’s just these I really don’t mind at all. (Petting 


Yoshino)” 

Yoshino: “ah...aawaaaa...” (Blush) 

Shido: “Aaaah, it’s ok... Nn? What is this? ‘Want to lick her all over desu’...” 
Yoshino: “Eeeek!” 

Shido: “Aaah! Wait Yoshino! That was not me! I didn’t say that sentence!” 
—Further Announcements 


Kotori: “Ok, results until 3rd place ends here. Here are the results of the characters under 7th 
place” 


Shido: “Ooh! There are results for lower rankings?” 


Kotori: “Nn nn, Of course— To be honest, in this popularity poll, it’s very unfavorable to those 
characters who are not shown on the website. We should give praise to those characters who 
have worked hard although they’re in these conditions. Also, thank you to those who especially 
wrote down these characters’ name in the poll” 


Shido: “Everyone, thank you very much” 
Kotori: “Then let’s begin. First is 7th place!” 


—7Tth Place Itsuka Shido 


Kotori: “7th place is Shido! Being first place in the unlisted ranking, could it be due to the 
shining main character aura?” 


Shido: “Really!? Everyone, thank you very much!” 


Kotori: “Now on to the scenarios. Um ‘Go to the festival with Shido dressed as a female in a 
yukata. After eating cotton candy and playing with mini fireworks, takes off yukata” 


Shido: “Wait a minute! Then there would be two me’s. No, now that I talk about it, doesn’t this 
seem weird?” 


Kotori: “Ok, next—” 
—8th Place Yamai Kaguya 


Kotori: “8th place is Kaguya. Although you’ve only made your first appearance in Volume 5, 
it’s surprising that you’ve received a rank” 


Kaguya: “hehe...Of course. Because I’ve mercilessly carved my existence into people’s 
consciousness” 


Yuzuru: “Praise. It’s Kaguya after all. And it’s also 8th place, matching the name of Yamai” 


Kotori: “Just to mention, in the scenarios, there are a lot with Yuzuru in there as well. Others are 
something like ‘Want to tease her for one whole day” 


Kaguya: “Wait! The first half sounds fine, but what happened in the last half?!” 
Yuzuru: “Realization. Ahh—* 

Kaguya: “Yuzuru, what did you realize?!” 

—9th Place Yamai Yuzuru 


Kotori: “9th place is Yuzuru. Again, there are a lot of twin scenarios. Others include something 
like ‘Cosplay dating” 


Yuzuru: “Appreciation. Thank you to those who voted. Having connected rankings with Kaguya 
is an honor desu” 


Kaguya: “Nn. This is an obvious result. Something that can separate me and Yuzuru doesn’t 
exist in this world” 


Yuzuru: “Affirmative. That’s exactly so. Yuzuru and Kaguya are one. Always be together” 
Kaguya: “yahehe... That statement~really embarrasses me~Yuzuru” 
Kotori: “Ok, ok. Leave the irrelevant things backstage” 


—10th Place Takamiya Mana 


Mana: “Uuu...10th place. Seems like there’s nothing that can be done. I express my thanks to 
those who voted for me” 


Kotori: “Scenarios are ‘Siblings date’, “want to see Mana’s expression when falling in love with 
her brother’ and others similar to that” 


Mana: “Nnhn, is that so. Seems like everyone doesn’t dislike the real little sister” 
Kotori: “(Angry)...Hn. But I didn’t make an appearance yet” 
Mana: “Aaaa, is that so. Don’t feel discouraged” 


Kotori: “Where did you get this confidence! Why is it that you’re using your rank to compare 
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with me? 
—11th Place Kannazuki Kyouhei 


Kotori: “What an unexpected result, Kannazuki won 11th place” 
KKannazuki: “This is an extreme honor! I give everyone who voted a flower and a kiss, chu!” 


Kotori: “Please don’t do those disgusting actions. The scenario is ‘Jump off <Fraxinus> without 
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a parachute and recover him before hitting the ground and repeat 
Kannazuki: “Aaaa, that I tried a few weeks ago. That feeling in the intercrural felt great” 
Kotori: “What is that!?” 


—12th Place Ellen Mira Mathers 


Kotori: “12 place is the world’s strongest magician Ellen, also a character who made her first 
appearance at Volume 5” 


Ellen: “Thank you very much” 


Kotori: “Just to mention, the scenarios are along the lines of ‘Want to hear her talk endlessly 
about how she became the strongest magician’” 


Ellen: “? Sorry, I didn’t really understand that. Me being the strongest is something that 
everyone knows. Since it’s such a sincere request, I wouldn’t be so heartless to reject it. Let’s 
see, first the DEM company’s—* 


Kotori: “Ok! Next! Next!” 

—13th Place Okamine Tamae 

Kotori: “Shido’s homeroom teacher, Okamine Tamae-sensei, aka Tama-chan is 13th place” 
Tamae: “Really, really can’t calm down. Not used to such situation” 


Kotori: “The scenarios are ‘Enjoy the night scene at the gazebo of Tokyo Skytree, endlessly talk 
with marriage as a topic, agree with every word Tamae says as she closes in the distance...” 


Tamae: “(Shock) That, ever since the incidence with Itsuka-kun, I’ve coincidentally started 
bringing a marriage application with me—” 


Kotori: “You can’t say that it’s a coincidence” 
y 


—13th Place Ai Mai Mii 


Kotori: “Also winning 13th place, Shido and Tohka’s classmate, the trio Ai Mai Mii. The 
scenario is ‘Kidnapped while shopping by Ai Mai and Mii due to Tohka’s problem...’” 


Ai: “Of course! If it’s for Tohka!” 
Mai: “Kidnapping Itsuka-kun is easy!” 

Mii: “Ah, just asking but which of us received the highest votes?” 
Kotori: “Ei? Aren’t you guys a trio?” 

Ai Mai Mii: “Eii!?” 

—2nd Place Itsuka Kotori 299 votes 


Kotori: “2nd place is...mm...well—oh, about that...” 


Reine: “...Allow me to read it. 2nd place is Kotori. The scenarios are...” Kissing in front of 
everyone”, “Shido and Kotori’s wedding experience’” 


Kotori: “Ba, BAK Aaa! What is this! Do they have some problems in their brain!” 
Shido: “Oi, 01...what are you saying to the voters...?” 


Kotori: “Hn,hnn! I’ve never thought of anything like those! Nothing can be done since it’s 2nd 
place anyways, though.” 


Shido: “What’s the matter? Could it be that you want to be Ist place?” 
Kotori: “That... that kind of thing—!” 
Shido: “Ok, Ok, don’t be shy now. Then, what kind of scenario is better?” 


Kotori: “Um, well—! Then this one! ‘want to be stepped on the head until becoming bald’, 
’Please yell at me! Please scold me brutally! You disgusting pig. Yell at me like that!’ Ok, stand 
over here you disgusting pig!” 


Shido: “Wait, it’s okay not to choose any of these too! Speaking of which, why are there such 
things!?” 


—lIst Place Yatogami Tohka 363 votes 


Kotori: “—Ok. The <Date A Live> Popularity Poll 1st place winner is Tohka!” 


Tohka: “Ouu! Me! That’s so, is that... very impressive?” 


Kotori: “Nn, nn. Although there are similar polls where there’s a rule that the heroine can never 
win first place, you’re the first one to break that rule. The poll scenarios have ‘Let’s go to a 
barbecue together’, ‘Feed her until she’s full’, “Conduct Tenguu eating contest’, etc. There’s a lot 
food related scenarios” 


Shido: “Haha... she would definitely be happy” 


Kotori: “Others include ‘Let’s go to the movies together’, ‘Let’s go to the art museum’, ‘Let’s 
go camping’, etc., a lot of benevolent scenarios. There’s also ‘Let’s go to Kyoto’, ‘Let’s go to 
Nikko’, ‘Let’s go to the Kingdom of Udon (Kagawa Prefecture)’ travel related scenarios” 


Tohka: “Udon Kingdom! What is that?” 
Shido: “It’s not edible...” 


Kotori: “—Ok then, let’s distribute the prizes!” 





Ratatoskr’s Daily Observations 


—Tohka 
“Uu—’” 


There was no one else in the Itsuka residence. Tohka bent down and placed her hands on her 
knees as she stared at the fridge’s contents. 


That’s because there was a single pudding placed inside. 


It wasn’t the cheap ones that were sold inside the convenience stores, but a high-quality one that 
was sold in patisseries. Ever since she saw it by chance when she opened the fridge, Tohka’s 
sights had been locked on to it. “Can. ..I eat that...” 


Slowly reaching out to it...she suddenly shook her head forcefully when she was just about to 
touch the pudding. 


“T-I can’t...Shido could have been saving this for himself...” 
After that she closed the fridge. However... 

“B-but, if it is just the smell...” 

Tohka gulped, once again reaching out to the pudding. 


But just as she was about to touch it, the thought of Shido’s upset expression over not being able 
to eat the pudding came into her head, Tohka’s body trembled. 


“N-no...If this continues...!’ 


Tohka used her left hand to restrict her right hand that was reaching out for the pudding, she 
closed the fridge’s door, sat down on the chair in the kitchen. Tohka used the plastic rope beside 
her to tie her body up. Furthermore, she made sure to stop her drool from coming out via duct 
tape 


“\..,...! -PI be alright if it’s like this...!)” 


Several minutes later. Shido who had returned home got a huge fright upon seeing Tohka in that 
condition, he even wanted to call the police. 


However—after hearing what had happened, Shido couldn’t help but smile, praising Tohka as he 
stroked her head. 


— Yoshino 

“Well then, I’m going to start... Yoshinon.” 

[Yeah...do it.] 

Yoshino said with a serious face, [Yoshinon] nodded with a straight face. 


Next, Yoshino raised her right hand, moving it closer to her left hand where [Yoshinon] was 
worn— 


After which she thrust her right hand into [Yoshinon]’s body in one swift motion. 
[Auugh!?] 


[Yoshinon] widened its eyes and gave out a pained cry. [Yoshinon]’s stomach , which had 
stretched past its capacity, the insides started wriggling. 


[Ah...ah, uh...nn...!” 
“Just a little more...keep it up...!” 


Sweat rolled down Yoshino’s face, she kept wriggling her right hand—in the end she took out 
her left hand from [Yoshinon]’s body. 


“How is it...?” 


[Hm...it feels weird somehow. ] 


“...Do you want to go back?” 


[Hm...w-wait a minute. Although I don’t have any objections to going back, doing this 
repeatedly does hurt, I’1l become soft and flabby—aha!?] 


Yoshino stuck both hands inside once more, [Yoshinon] couldn’t help but give out a wail. 
—Kurumi 


A certain day in June. After Kurumi had heard about a youth who had the power of Spirits sealed 
inside him, she decided to temporarily transfer to the school where he studied. 


“Well then...So this is Raizen High School’s uniform. Fufu, how does it look?” 


Saying that, she twirled around the spot. Soon after, her clones’ voices started echoing from the 
shadows around the area. 


“Fufu, it fits you well. However—” 

One of the clones pointed at Kurumi’s clock-like left eye. 

“That could be a little too ostentatious.” 

“You could be right. Is there some sort of good idea—” 

“Fufu, what do you think about this?” 

Saying that, the clone handed her coloured contact lenses. 

“Hm...I’Il have to try it before I can make a judgment...” 

Kurumi placed the lens on her fingertip and moved it slowly towards her left eye. However... 
“...! Haa, haa...I-I can’t do it. Placing something like this into the eye is insane!” 
“Ara ara, looks like it’s a no then. Well...how about this one?” 

This time the clone brought her an eyepatch. 

“Aaah, I won’t have to worry if it’s this.” 


Kurumi nodded, wearing the eyepatch over her left eye. Just like that, she walked over to the 
mirror. 


“...Well, I can definitely hide it if I use this.” 

At Kurumi’s words, her clones started to voice out their excitement. 

“Fufu, isn’t she charming?” 

“That’s right. It’s as though the power of darkness resides in her left eye.” 

“Tt’s the eye of the devil. The eye of demons. Aaah, aaah, my heart is fluttering.” 
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Kurumi wordlessly took off her eyepatch, using her hair to cover her left eye. 
—Kotori 


“Shido...isn’t home.” 


Kotori carefully looked around the house, sighing in relief. 


There was no one in the rooms on the second floor, the living room or even the bathroom. It 
seems that there was only Kotori left in the house. 


“Alright, ll use this opportunity...” 
Kotori swiftly ran to the laundry room, opening the cover of the washing machine. 


She pressed the buttons of the washing machine after placing detergent and the black ribbons that 
she wore inside. 


The rumble of the washing machine started to sound. Kotori took out white ribbons from her 
pocket and tied her hair up. 


“Okay, all I have to do next is to put it in the dryer before Onii-chan gets home!” 


The black ribbons she had gotten from Shido, was an essential item in creating a [strong 
Kotori]...That being said, she couldn’t very well wear it all the time. So Kotori would wash it 
clean when the house was devoid of people. 


—At this moment, Kotori’s phone rang. 
“Hello?” 


[Ah, Commander! There’s an emergency! We’ve detected a Spirit’s wavelength! Please come to 
<Fraxinus> immediately! ] 


“Eh...!?” 


Kotori widened her eyes in shock. Kotori had to use her black ribbons in order to go into 
commander mode. However they were currently being washed in the washing machine. However 
she couldn’t very well ignore the spiritual wavelength with this reason alone— 


“Uwaaaaaaah, really now!” 


Kotori stopped the washing machine, taking out the black ribbons that were entirely soaked. 
Tying them onto her hair after using her hands to wring them dry. 


“Uuuh...it feels gross...” 
Kotori frowned, starting to run in order to be picked up by <Fraxinus>. 


—Kaguya & Yuzuru 


“Question. Kaguya, regarding today’s arrangement—” 
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When Yuzuru opened the door to the room, for some reason Kaguya hastily used her body to 
cover the entire table. It was as though she was trying to hide something that was placed there. 


“Ku-kuku...did you need something? I’m very busy today, thee should come back another day 
later.” 


Sweat rolled down Kaguya’s cheek as she spoke. Yuzuru kept her eyes peeled as she stared at 
Kaguya, walking to her table without paying heed to her words, taking up one of the books that 
Kaguya was trying to hide. 
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“Recognition. Hm...The Naming Dictionary for Alternate Worlds, Thirteen Language 
editions...huh. I’ve wondered why the names for your moves increase compared to the past, so it 
was due to this book I see.” 


“Ku, kuku...How come I can’t understand what thee is talking about. Thine’s finishing moves 
were instantly constructed the moment I was born. I don’t need something like a naming—” 


“Discovery. There’s an underline in the German section. Looks like you have a liking for 
German.” 


“Ku...” 

Kaguya immediately showed a pained expression, grinding her teeth in frustration. 
“That saying, is it really alright for you to say that, Yuzuru?” 

Saying that, Kaguya took out a single book. 

“Shock. That is—” 


“That’s right! This is the ecchi book that had a naked woman printed on its cover that thee had 
hidden under your bed! Kuku...If people were to find out that Yuzuru reads such books, what 
would that lead to, hm...? Eh, what is this, you have to do that...? Waaah...” 


Kaguya, who had flipped the book, suddenly blushed. 
“Exchange. —Kaguya.” 


“...Y-yeah.” 


Kaguya and Yuzuru both handed their books over slowly, exchanging the ones that they were 
holding for the other. 


—Miku 
A certain rest day. Miku was in her room making a phone call. 


The other party was a female manager that was in charge of Miku’s administrative affairs. Due to 
the ban of making a television appearance had been lifted, they had been keeping in contact 
significantly more than usual. 


“Ah, that’s right. Since the ban is being lifted I want to take the chance to create that. It should 
be something called a blog. I’ve been interested in that for a long time now. ...Eh? Nothing will 
go wrong—, I know my limits even if you didn’t tell me. Ill just write something about work, 
put up some photos of my cooking, couple shots with Darling and the like...ah? What do you 
mean I can’t? Eh? Darling is Darling...Haa, PII make my fans angry? That sort of thing, just let 
them do what they want.” 


After that, her manager started yelling into the receiver with an extremely loud voice. Miku 
could only sigh in helplessness. 


“...Fine, fine, I got it—. Pll give up on the blog. I'll just try that then. P’ll make a Twitter account 
then. ...Eh? Uuuh, are you treating me like an idiot? Of course I know how to use it. ... Eh? 
You’re asking about what I’m going to write? I’m going to write about going shopping with 
Darling, about the cute side of Darling, the pictures of me and Darling kissing and...eh? That’s 
no different from just now? Even worse? Haa...this is harder than I thought.” 


At that, Miku suddenly widened her eyes. 


“Well then, how about photos of me playing with female friends then? Yes, she is super cute—. 
Yes, her name’s Shiori-san. ...I can’t. Shiori-san is a friend only to me alone. ...Fufu, if that’s the 
case then I can think about this. Right, alright. Then goodbye—” 


Saying that Miku hung up. Her body that had sunk into the sofa, slowly stood up. 
“Well now...all I gotta do is to ask Darling for the measurements of his clothing—” 
Miku licked her lips, walking out of the room while humming a tune. 

—Inverse Tohka 


Just as Shido had sat down on the sofa in the living room, Tohka, who was different from usual, 
appeared in front of him. 


“Thus I have appeared once more.” 
“How did this happen!?” 


Shido widened his eyes and jumped up. Standing before him was Dark Tohka who had appeared 
in front of him before. 


However Tohka wouldn’t change for no reason at all. He recalled that she had changed 
previously because Shido was about to be killed. To feel despair on the same level as that—just 
what had Tohka been through? 


It seems that she had sensed Shido’s thoughts. Dark Tohka nodded her head. 


“Yes. Just now when I was about to drain the hot water from the instant fried noodles, I inverted 
after feeling endless despair when I accidentally poured the noodles inside the sink as well.” 


“Is my life on the same level as instant fried noodles!?” 
“That sort of thing does not matter anymore. I am now hungry. Hurry up and make something.” 


“Something to eat...did you want to eat instant fried noodles? No, since you’re Tohka you’d 
prefer soy bread right...?” 


Dark Tohka scoffed at Shido’s words. 

“Soy bread. You think I would want to eat something that only kids would like?” 

“T-then what do you want to eat?” 

“Rice balls.” 

“Eh?” 

“Tuna mayonnaise rice balls.” 

“...That’s something that kids would like too...” 

“What did you say?” 

“N-nothing at all...but saying that you want to eat rice balls all of a sudden, our house is also—” 


“What’s that? You dare say that you can’t make them? Then you are no longer of use to me. 
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Disappear from the face of this earth with my [Final Sword](Halvanhelev) 


“Eh, that’s, wait a second, what’s with the finishing move all of a sudden. Eh, listen—” 


After being engulfed by the pitch black darkness, Shido awoke from his dream. 


Tohka Birthday 


Shido: “Today is April 10th! Tohka, happy birthday to you!” 
Tohka: “Oh! Thank you, Shido!” 


Kotori: “By the way, April 10th is the date that Tohka met Shido, but «Ratatoskr» is setting that 
day as Tohka’s birthday when preparing her family register.” 


Shido: “What, what happened Kotori, suddenly ...” 
Kotori: “No ... For some reason I feel better to explain it again.” 


Shido: “For who...? Well, that’s fine. Besides that, Tohka, it’s a precious birthday. Is there 
something you want?” 


Tohka: “Oh! Then I want a hamburger, cream cake, soybean cake and ...” 
Shido: “Haha, the food is fine but, I will prepare it for dinner today, is there not anything else? 


Tohka: “Anything ... else, muu ... It’s hard to say so — Okay, I'll go and consult with the 
other Spirits!” 


Shido: “Eh? Ah, wait...” 

Kotori: “She’s gone.” 

Shido: “Well, I want to know what Tohka wants, not what everyone wants.” 
Kotori: “Isn’t that just a reference? Suddenly asked so sure she did not think of it. 
Shido: “Well, sure ...” 

Tohka: “I decided, Shido—!”’ 

Shido: “Waa! wel.welcome back, Tohka. How fast.” 

Kotori: “It’s decided, what do you want?” 

Tohka: “Umu!” 


Tohka: “When I asked everyone, it was Yoshinon’s clothes, Yoshino’s hat, silver ring, necklace, 
hair clip, a single cabin that can be placed in the room, a competent assistant, Shido, Shido, and 
Shido! So I decided to choose Shido! “ 


Shido: “Me!? This is a majority vote!?” 


Kotori: “... Uh? Wait ... Did you go to ask the Spirits? Yoshino and Yoshinon, Kaguya and 
Yuzuru, Mukuro, Natsumi, Nia, besides Miku and Origami ... You can’t ask Kurumi, then who is 
the last one?” 


Tohka: “Umm ... That’s ... muu.” 


Tohka: “ No, it’s different. Apart from that I did not decide so from the beginning. But after 
hearing the answers from Miku and Origami, I thought it would be better if I took over Shido—.” 


Shido: “Tohka ...” 
Shido: “... Okay, there’s still plenty of time to prepare for dinner, we’ll be going out somewhere 
for a while!” 


Tohka: “Oh!? Is that okay!?” 

Shido: “Ah, of course. — So Kotori, we’ll be back!” 
Kotori: “Yes yes, have a good time. And do not be late.” 
Tohka: “ —— Shido—.” 

Shido: “Ukm? What happened, Tohka?” 
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Tohka: “Birthday... it was a great day 


Tohka Fearful 


April 10th. High schooler, Itsuka Shido encounters a girl who calls herself a Spirit. She is the 
disaster that will destroy humanity, a monster of unknown origin, and a being rejected by the 
world. The only way to stop this girl— is to go on a date with her, and make the spirit fall in 
love!? Enter a new age of Boy. Meet. Girl! 


“As expected—I’m being rejected by everyone” 
This calm voice sounded throughout the Raizen High rooftop. 


“I’m different from everyone else. I already knew that. Even so... it would’ve been great if I was 
able to get closer to them, or so I thought, that is... haha, I’m such an idiot, although everyone 
had expressed their hostility towards me, I still have such a naive idea” 


Yatogami Tohka revealed a pained smile, as she finished her sentence. 


Her night-colored hair fluttered around her waist, eyes that shone like radiant crystals. If the 
saying that everything was created by the almighty-god was true, then the god must’ve spent a 
lot of effort when creating her. She is the moving girl who would make one think of idiotic 
thoughts. 


But her current emotion revealed such despair and discouragement. 


“But... as expected, it’s no good. In the end, it’s the same as what that girl said, everyone cannot 
tolerate my existence. Spirits and humans, cannot live together” 


Anyone in this situation would let out a sigh. That is indeed too beautiful— too sorrowful of a 
smile. 


“umm... Tohka?” 
But, with Tohka in this situation, Itsuka Shido could only scratch his cheek. 


“Although I’m sorry for interrupting you when you’re being emotional with your words... but 
the truth is—” 


‘“__There’s no need... it’s okay” 
As if trying to stop Shido’s words, Tohka extended her hand as she spoke. 


“Shido, you’re so kind. Being able to meet a human like you, it’s already the best blessing to my 
life. I shouldn’t expect any more than that.” 


“No, it’s not like that...” 


Shido’s eyebrows formed the kanji “/\” as he vigorously scratched his head. Just what should be 
said in order to convince her? 


Such a complicated, marvelous... idiotic-like situation. 

It was 10 or so minutes before everything started. 

© 

April 25. From the day in which Tohka transferred into Raizen High to be with Shido. 


Just before the start of sixth period, as Shido came back from the restroom, the classroom was 
engulfed with such a stinging atmosphere in which breathing would hurt the lungs. 


“Why you little... I’m about to get angry” 
“How many times do I have to say it, you don’t belong here, it’s best if you just disappear” 
“What did you say!?” 


The ones who are arguing in the classroom are Tohka and a girl with doll-like features with hair 
which touches her shoulders. 


As if trying to make Shido’s seat the center of the argument, the sharp glares of the two 
intertwined. The hostility of them both spread like stray bullets, the surrounding was dyed with a 
dangerous atmosphere. 


“Oi, oi, you two, what happened?” 


As Shido finished his sentence, Tohka and the girl— Tobiichi Origami -- reverted their line of 
sight towards Shido. 


“Shido! Listen to what I say, she’s—‘ 
“Ttsuka Shido. Don’t listen to her lies, you’ ll get deceived” 


As if trying to cut-off Tohka’s words, Origami let out her calm voice. Tohka’s expression became 
even more perilous. 


“I, I won’t lie to Shido!” 
“Spirit... You’re humanity’s enemy, your words should not be trusted” 


Origami stopped in the middle of her words to correct herself. 


As if trying to say the word “Spirit”, it was changed due to the stares of the classmates. 
“Spirit”. 

Also known as the disaster which would harm the world. 

The cause of the phenomenon “Spacequake”, when they come to the world. 


It’s a fact that Yatogami Tohka is not a human if it was strictly discussed. Using a certain method 
to seal her spirit power, she lived as a normal girl. Originally, she was categorized as a life form 
that will destroy humanity. 


Origami also, is actually part of a group whose goal is to annihilate the spirit (Anti Spirit Team - 
AST). Due to this reason, it’s inevitable that they have a hostile relationship. 


Although this is the reason, it’s still not an excuse to cause such a racket in the classroom. Shido 
got himself involved in order to stop the argument. 


“Calm down, you can’t make such a racket here” 
“Bu,but, Shido...” 


Right at this moment, the bell rang. The classroom door opened with a “clack clack” sound and 
Tama- chan entered the classroom. Thank the gods, class had started. 


But— 


“You are an unnecessary existence in this world. The ones with the same thoughts are not only 
me. No matter who it is, no one will accept an enemy of humanity like you” 


As a result of Origami’s intimidating lines, Tohka furiously stood up again. 
“Stop with the nonsense! Shido... Shido accepted me!” 
“Tt’s only because Shido is way too kind. To aim toward his weakness, so despicable” 


“Wha, what did you say!?” 


“Starting from me, everyone in this school will distance themselves from you. Be prepared to be 
alarmed by the way everyone’s going to treat you” 


“Wha 29 
Tohka revealed a nervous expression, as she looked around the classroom. 


“Hn, hnn... who’ll believe what you say...” 


Although she says this, cold sweat dripped down from Tohka’s head. 
“Uh, umm... Class is going to start” 


From the teacher’s desk, Tama-chan let out an uneasy voice. In a moment, Shido, Tohka, and the 
other students had already taken their seats. 


“Ah, I’m sorry Tohka, but can you sit down for now?” 
“uu...wuuu...” 
After being pressed by Shido’s words, Tohka could only silently sit down. 


But, her expression was different from before. It could be described as a bit more nervous, or is it 
being more cautious to her surroundings? It must’ve been the effect of Origami’s words. 


But this is something that can’t be helped. Being categorized as the “Living Disaster” since the 
beginning of her birth and being attacked by humans, it can’t be blamed that one would feel 
cautious around her surroundings after hearing those words. 


“Tohka... you don’t have to take it too personally” 


“Nu? I know that even if you didn’t say anything. How can anyone believe anything that she 
says—“ 


At this moment, the sound “kacha” sounded in the classroom. 

Someone must’ve dropped their pencil case, no one would mind such minor problems. 
But— 

That noise startled Tohka and her shoulders shook, she looked around her surroundings. 
“Who, Who is it! What are you trying to do!” 

After Tohka yelled while in turmoil, an apologetic voice came from the classroom. 
“That~... Sorry... Did I scare you?” 


Tohka did not dare to carelessly look at the girl student who’s talking. After realizing the 
situation, she calmed her breathing, and sat on her seat. 
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Shido wordlessly scratched his cheeks. It seems that Tohka really took those words personally. 
“...What should I do” 
As Shido let out his troubled voice, a familiar voice came from the intercom in his right ear. 


“—Wait Shido, although Tohka’s current mental state is a total mess, what kind of perverted 
things did you do? Did you use an arch-like posture and push your head into Tohka’s skirt?” 


“Kotori...” 
Shido scratched his cheeks as he replied. 


The voice came from Itsuka Kotori, Shido’s sister—also the commander of the organization 
which uses peaceful acts to protect the Spirits, <Ratatoskr> 


Just in case there’s any problems with Tohka’s new experience with school, Shido was required 
to wear the intercom for the time being. 


“Although her spirit power was sealed, Tohka’s still in an unstable status. I understand that 
Tohka is attractive, but can you restrain yourself from any pervy action?” 


“But I obviously didn’t do that” 
Shido sighed as he replied and explained the whole situation thoroughly. 


“Is that so... Tobiichi Origami. And here I thought it was just some conflict, I never thought that 
the situation will be this troublesome” 


“It seems that she can’t seem to calm down, what should I do?” 

“nh, nh, you’ve got a point there. At a time like this... ooh, wait a moment, the choices came up” 
“ei?” 

Shido’s eyebrows twitched a bit. 

“nn,nh... so that’s the case” 


From Raizen High, approximately 15000 miles in the sky. 


Inside the airship <Fraxinus> bridge, Itsuka Kotori held her chin with her hand as she crossed 
her legs. 


In her line of sight, on the bridge’s main screen, shows Tohka’s unease picture and three choices. 


1 Stretch out your hand to the table across, hold Tohka’s hand for the rest of the period. 


2 Mix your affection into the words on the blackboard. 3 Stand on top of your table, make a 
dance for Tohka’s affection 


“In short, these choices all have showing affection towards Tohka” 
“ha,haaaa? Why is it like this, aren’t we trying to calm Tohka?” 
From the intercom, Shido replied with a puzzled voice. 

Kotori moved the stick of the Chupa Chups in her mouth upwards. 


“Think about it, if Shido was in the same situation, would you think “Don’t take it personally” 
will calm you down?” 


©. alin 
Shido let out a moan as if he was hit on the head, Kotori continued with her words. 


“When a person falls into a situation where everything around them is suspicious, just these 
words would not help at all. Unlike saying these words, if it was obviously shown that someone 
accepts them, wouldn’t that be more effective?” 


“Is it really like that?” 


“Okay. In short, we must calm Tohka before her spirit powers return to her. Everyone, make your 
choice” 


As Kotori finished her words, the crew on the bridge started to operate their control panel. 
After several seconds, Kotori’s voice can be heard from the intercom again. 


“hn... 2 seems to have the most choices. ma, although 1 isn’t a bad idea, but if it was seen by the 
teacher, it’1l cause some commotion, this seems to be the most liable choice. —Shido, it’s 2. 
When you’re going to answer a question...yes, I like you Tohka, something simple like that. 
Please show your affection, but don’t let others notice” 


“Wha...How am I going to do this, this kind of thing” 


“If what’s on top of your neck isn’t just for decoration, please use your brain. Use a hidden 
message, make it able to be read vertically” 


“But this, is it alright?” 


“If you’re not satisfied with it, then change it to 3, dance of affection” 


“T apologize, please let me go up” 


Shido replied while cold sweat dripped down from his forehead. Coincidentally at this moment, 
Tama-chan let out her voice standing in front of the blackboard. 


“Okay everyone, who can answer this question?” 


Shido reluctantly raised his hand. In his heart, he wished another student could be chosen 
instead. 


But the only one who raised their hand was Shido, Tama-chan said to Shido in a slow tone, 
“Then good luck Shido-kun” 


Shido sighed again as he stood up. He firmly stared at the seat on his right. 
“...Tohka” 

Shido said with a quiet tone, Tohka’s shoulders trembled a bit” 

“Wha, what is it, is it Shido? You scared me... Is there a problem?” 


“...No, ma...it’s just that I’m going the write the answer on the blackboard, remember to look at 
it closely” 


“nu...? I got it, P’ Il pay attention to your answer” 
Although Tohka sounded surprised, she still nodded. 


Shido pondered as he walked towards the blackboard. He picked up the chalk and started to write 
down his answer. 


The Crusade returned to Europe 

Spices, was the European’s 

Great interest and influence. It’s been widely 
Accepted. 

Hii. ...Shido really can’t think of the full text. 


“um... Shido-kun? Why is the way you wrote your response in such a weird format? Talking 
about that, the “Hi” is...” 


As the teacher of social studies, also as homeroom teacher, Okamine Tamae, also known as 


Tama-chan, stared at Shido as she bitterly smiled. 
“A bonus” 
“aya, a bonus...” 


Shido returned to his seat as he left Tama-chan with a troubled expression. At this moment, 
Tohka started a conversation. 


“maa...so it’s like that” 

It was something so embarrassing that the cheeks would become hot. 

But Tohka just widened her eyes, feeling impressed. 

“uuu...? umu, Shido sure knows a lot, so impressive” 

It seems that Shido’s “I like you Tohka” message had failed to be noticed by Tohka. 


“aiyaa...It seems that it was a bit too difficult for Tohka, it seems that using a more direct way 
would’ve been more effective” 


From the intercom, Kotori said with her casual voice. 
At the same time, Tama-chan asked with the same tone as at first. 


“Umm...It seems that Shido-kun’s answer was too philosophical, is there anyone else who can 
answer this question?” 


From Shido’s left, Origami raised her hand. 
“Ah... Tobiichi-san, can you please answer this question?” 


Tama-chan reveals a smile as if a heavy burden had been lifted from her. It’s expected for Tama- 
chan to have this expression, since Tobiichi Origami always has perfect grades on her exams. If 
it was Origami, the question is going to be beautifully answered. 
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But it seems that Origami stared at Shido and Tohka with hostile eyes as she picked up the chalk 
and wrote down this kind of answer. 


Due to the knights of the Crusade joining the Islamic culture circle and 


founded the spicy spices, this caused a dramatic 

change to the Europeans’ hobby. After that, 

Genova, the merchants of Venice, became a trading center. 

Spanish omelette. 

...’Tohka is an idiot” 

Even greater difficulty than reading vertically, the message was written diagonally. 
“um, umm...The Crusade and Spanish Omelette have nothing in relation...Right?” 


From just an answer from the school’s top genius, there seems to be some kind of deeper 
meaning that has been ignored. Origami ignored the teacher’s confused expression and returned 
to her seat after giving another hostile stare to Shido and Tohka. 


It should be...No, it must’ve been due to Shido’s answer. A message that was dedicated to 
Tohka, it seems that Origami had noticed it. “nu...?” 


Tohka suddenly bent her eyebrows together and stared in the direction of Origami with hostility. 
“Why you little...what do you mean by idiot, what did you mean!” 

“I don’t know what you’ re talking about” 

“Quit lying! Didn’t you write that diagonally!” 


“T only wrote out my answer, it must’ve been a coincidence if it could be read that way. You have 
such filthy mind, to be able to read it like that” 


“Wha, What did you say!” 
“Ya, Yatogami-san, please calm down” 
Being stopped by Tama-chan, Tohka released a “gululu” sound...sat back down” 


It seems that Tohka didn’t understand Shido’s message, but she understood Origami’s message 
which was much harder to read. Feeling a bit difficult to accept, Shido deeply sighed. 


—But the commotion did not only just end here. 


After a few minutes, Choushoka-sensei wrote a model answer on the blackboard, as the class 
continued. 


But from the seat on the right, a cautious atmosphere can be noticed. 

“*..Kotori, how is Tohka’s mental status?” 

“There’s seems to be no improvement, it’s displeased as you can see” 

From Kotori’s response, Shido deeply sighed. 

“Tf that’s so, then...” 

As Shido wanted to continue the conversation... 

...outside the classroom, from the direction of the sports field, a loud “pang” could be heard. 


It seems that it’s currently P.E class outside. P.E teacher Kuzuhara-sensei likes these objects 
which only look amazing. It’s clearly not a race, but he still uses the starting pistol. 


Everyone in the class is already used to it, no one showed any expression of shock. 
But Shido wrinkled his forehead. 

The reason is very simple, it’s obvious what will happen next in this situation. 
“Yiii!?” 


Tohka stopped her breath, and fell from her chair with a “doka lacha” sound as she hid under her 
table and stared at the window. 


At this moment, a loud sound “bii” could be heard, and cracks appeared on the classroom’s 
windows. 


“wu,wuaaaa” 
“ei, what happened!?” 


Although the students are used to the gun sound, when cracks suddenly appear on the windows, 
anyone would be shocked. The students that sat next to the windows (except Origami), stood up 
in a panic. 


“Shido! It’s very dangerous! Get down! Shido!” 


Tohka yelled with great tension on her face. Shido scratched his cheeks as he spoke to the 
intercom. 


“Kotori... This...” 


“nn,en. This is Tohka’s doing, without a doubt. Hurry up and hug her to calm her down” 
“o...Ou!” 

Shido followed the instruction and knelt down, as he placed his hand on Tohka’s shoulder. 
“Calm down a bit Tohka, it’s only a signal for the short run, no one’s going to attack you” 
“what...it’s,it’s just that?” 

After Shido replied with “aaah”, Tohka drew up her nose as she stood up. 

“hn,Hn. I already knew that was the case, I wasn’t even a bit scared” 

“aaah...Is that so” 


Shido bitterly smiled as he nodded his head, the commotion in the classroom finally settled 
down. The seats of the class moved closer to the corridor as class resumed. 


Incidentally, due to the cracks on the window appearing at the same time as the sound of the gun, 
it was suspected that the sound of the gun caused the cracks on the window. Although a bit 
apologetic, it seems that Kazuhara-sensei will not be permitted to use the starting pistol again. 


This commotion lasted about 10 minutes. 
“Okay everyone, class is going to resume. um...” 


As Tama-chan finished her sentence, she looked at the top of the blackboard. It seems that she’s 
trying to point out the words written on the top of the blackboard. 


Tama-chan sensei, just like her name, is a very petite teacher. When she’s trying to point out 
words that’s near the top of the blackboard, she needs to stand on a chair. When she needs to 
point out another part on the board, she needs to move the chair and stand on it again to point it 
out. 


Although the students don’t mind it, it bothers her personally. 

Revealing a fearless smile, Tama-chan searched her bag on the teacher’s table. 
“hn,hn,hn. I brought my secret weapon today. Jyan~~! Laser pen!” 

As she finished her words, Tama-chan took out a mini flashlight-like object. 


Then she aimed the pen at the top of the blackboard and pressed the button. A scarlet light 
projects from the pen, pointing out the words on the blackboard. 


“Yes, with this said. This part is essential on the test—“ 
“—Shido!!” 


At this moment, as if trying to interrupt Tama-chan’s words, Tohka’s scream of depression 
sounded in the classroom. At the moment after her scream, Tohka flipped the table toward and 
held her body as if trying to hide behind the table. Yes—It’s just as it seems, Tohka seems to be 
trying to avoid Tama- chan. 


Tohka then reached out her hand and grabbed Shido’s collar and pushed Shido on the floor. 
“wu,wuaaaa”’ 

Due to how sudden it was, Shido’s head hit the floor with great force. 

“Toh. ..Tohka...?” 


While in drowsy consciousness, Shido let out this sound. Tohka let out a trembling voice with 
caution. 


“That was dangerous...I never thought Tama-chan worked for the Mecha-mecha team. It’s a 
shame... I thought Tama-chan was a good person” 


“ha,haaa? What’s going on...” 
“That laser! That equipment, must be something from the Mecha-mecha people” 


The Mecha-mecha people that Tohka’s talking about are the AST—Anti-Spirit Team. It’s true 
that the AST uses equipment that transforms their magical powers into laser-like attacks... but 

no matter how you look at it, a laser pen can’t do much damage. Maa, if it was directly pointed at 
the eyes, it would cause some damage to the eyes. 


“ei, Ei? umm,what’s wrong...?” 

Tama-chan made a puzzled face as her eyebrows formed the kanji “/\. 

“You're still acting dumb at this moment! You little, what are you trying to do with that laser!” 
“Ts this what you’re talking about?” 


Tama-chan looked at her laser pen. At this moment, she let out a red light from the pen and 
moved it around. 


“! Danger!” 


“wuaaa!?” 


Tohka screamed, as she pressed Shido’s head onto her chest. Tohka’s soft and warm bosoms 
touched Shido’s cheeks. Shido felt a heaven-like sensation— also a suffocating sensation... 
Shido tried to push away Tohka’s arms in panic. 


“wuu...! wuu...!” 
“Shido...? Shido! What’s going on? Shido! Tama-chan you little, what did you do to Shido!” 
“wuu...! wuu...!” 


...In the end, although Shido was obviously trying to free himself from Tohka’s restraint, to 
remove Tohka’s misunderstanding, it took approximately 10 minutes. 


“Haaa... That was extremely embarrassing” 


After this incident, class finally resumed. But... Tohka’s alertness became even higher, as if 
there’s someone behind her, Tohka would look behind her from time to time. 


“It seems, that it has became a severe illness” 


Shido powerlessly revealed a bitter smile. It seems that this is a problem that cannot be resolved 
by today. Luckily it’s the sixth period, all I have to do is to wait until school ends, then I can 
leave it to Kotori. 


At this moment, Shido felt an itch on his back, and he looked behind him. 
The student behind him, for some kind of reason, passed Shido a tiny sheet of paper. “...?” 


Using his eyes to question “What is this?”, the student answered with a hand gesture resembling 
“Read it”. Shido narrowed his eyebrows with surprise, as he unfolds the paper. 


Afterwards, Shido widened his eyes. 


On the paper, it said “Tohka’s Welcoming Party Decided!” as a huge heading. Below, the 
description of the party was written with great detail. 


“Welcome Party...?” 


Using a weak— a voice that cannot be heard by Tohka, Shido muttered. It seems that it’s for 
Tohka who’s not used to school yet. Today after school, a mini-party was prepared. 


“What is it, Shido?” 


Kotori’s voice appeared from the intercom in his right ear. Using the same weak voice, Shido 


explained the welcoming party for Tohka to Kotori. 


“ai, although I don’t know who came up with this idea, but that was really considerate. I wish 
Shido could be as outstanding as that person” 


“.. Your last sentence was unnecessary” 
Shido replied with a tone of displeasure. 


But, the idea of a welcoming party is definitely nice. Although Tohka is being cautious due to 
Origami’s words...if everyone expresses their welcoming, Tohka should be able to feel at ease. 


But, 
“wuu?” 
Shido looked at the bottom of the note, his forehead involuntarily twitched a bit. 


Written on the bottom of “When the sixth period ends, the surprise party starts! We already 
received the teacher’s permission, pull this at the signal! |”, but where the arrow is pointing, 
there’s nothing there. 


At the moment when Shido tilted his head, there was another tickling sensation on his back. 


Turning his head, the student behind made a “Sorry, sorry, I forgot” hand gesture, and handed 
Shido an object. 


A cone-shaped object made with paper—It’s a party popper. 


At the same moment when Shido received the party-popper, the muscles in Shido’s cheeks felt a 
spasm. 


A premonition of distaste spreads from Shido’s heart. 


But Shido didn’t even have the time to think, since a familiar bell ringing sound came from the 
loudspeaker, signifying the end of the class. 


“aah, it’s already time? Okay, today’s class ends here” 
Tama-chan let out a secret laugh, as she rammaged through the teacher’s table. 
“Then, is everyone ready? 


Then, at the same time Tama-chan let out her voice, everyone in the class took out their party 


popper and aimed at Tohka. 


Due to the sudden turn of events, Tohka revealed an expression of shock and knocked her chair 
over as she stood up. 


“Wha, what are you planning to do...!?” 


The students smiled as a response to Tohka’s reaction, as they exerted strength onto the hand 
holding the party-popper. 


Also at this moment, Origami she... 

“Everyone, begin the attack” 

Due to this sentence, the despair in Tohka’s expression worsened. 

—PA! PAPAPAPA PA PAPAPA PAPAPA PAPA PA PAPA PA PA! 

Using the first sound as the starter, horrifying noises continuously echo in the classroom. 
“wu, Wuaaaaaaaaaaaa!” 


Tohka revealed an expression as if she were on the edge of crying as she zipped past the students 
as skillfully as an American soccer player and exited the classroom. 


“Tohka!!”” 
Shido rushed out of the classroom, following Tohka. 
© ...Now, back to the present. 


Cold-sweat dripped from Shido’s forehead, as he started another conversation with the 
sad-looking Tohka standing on the high school’s rooftop. 


“Tohka, let’s go back to the classroom, everyone’s waiting for you” 
“Have they prepared to attack again...!?” 
“No, it’s a misunderstanding...” 


“You saw what happened, Shido! Those violent and unmerciful gunfire! Those people. ..taking 
advantage when I let my guard down and attacked me all at once! I didn’t notice any hostility 
even at the last moment, they must be a specially-trained troop...!” 


Tohka said as both of her hands trembled. Maa... You can’t notice something that doesn’t exist 


in the first place. 


“In... in short, we must escape before those people find us! Shido you should come also, 
anything that is relevant to Spirits, maybe they would—“ 


Then, as if interrupting Tohka’s words, a vibration can be heard from below. 
As a result, the classmates rushed through the door which Tohka broke. 


Then they surrounded Tohka and Shido, focusing their gaze at Tohka and voices released from 
their mouths. 


“Ah, so you’re at a place like this, we finally found you” 
“That wasted us so much energy, we won’t let you escape again” 
“Come on, let’s start our party” 


After they finished speaking, the classmates revealed shady and cruel smiles. (Misconception) 


Tohka gritted her teeth, as she groaned with hate. 


The contents of what the classmates were saying were very simple, but in Tohka’s perspective, 
what those words mean isn’t hard to imagine. 


“Why, Why...do you people keep on pestering me!” 
“Why...isn’t the reason obvious?” 

“nh, we only want to improve our relationship with you” 
“That’s right, that’s right. Let’s go enjoy ourselves...?” 


After they finished talking, the classmates closed in with their fingers moving in an awkward 
way, as if zombies were approaching a living person... To be honest, even if it was not Tohka, 
anyone would feel creeped out. 


1»? 


“don’t, Don’t come any closer...! 


Tohka backed up as she said with a tone of fear, but soon hearing the sound *ka-cha*, Tohka’s 
been trapped by the fence. 


“|! Aaa, aaa, aaaah...” 


Tohka revealed an expression as if she’s going to cry right now. 

But, the classmates did not stop approaching her! “! Tohka, calm down—“ 
“wu, aa, aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah—!!” 

As if trying to mask Shido’s voice, Tohka released a terrifying scream. 


Also at the same moment, *pak—!* *pak—!* A sound that nobody wouldn’t be able to stand, 
Shido’s eardrum started to hurt, as Shido wrinkled his face in pain. 


“Wha, What...?” 

As Shido let out his voice, Kotori’s voice appeared from the intercom in his right ear. 
“Shido! There’s a problem!” 

In this instant— 

*rumble* *rumble* this noise sounded the surrounding, as the school trembled. 


Sounds of glass breaking can be heard from below, as the building starts making creaking noises. 
Cracks continuously appear on the school’s rooftop, although this school is one of the most 
advanced anti-tremble buildings. 


“wo, woah... earth, earthquake!?” 
“Tt’s a pretty serious one, be careful everyone!...” 


The classmates in the surrounding area started to panic. 


But, Shido isn’t panicking like the others are, as he sharpens his line of view at Tohka who’s 
screaming as she holds her head with both of her hands. 


Perhaps—This isn’t an earthquake, but Tohka’s doing. 
But looking at Tohka’s expression, it isn’t just enough to tell her to control her powers. 
“Shi,Shido...!” 


Perhaps it’s due to the trembling that she can’t even stand up. Tohka remained in her position 
with her knees on the ground, as she called out Shido’s name. 


At the same moment, Kotori’s shouting shook Shido’s eardrum. 


“Shido! Hurry and make Tohka’s mental status stabilize, or else the building will collapse” “that, 
what should I do...?” 


“Isn’t it obvious!? Hug her and express your affection for her in a low-tone in her ear!” 
“this... This kind of thing—* 

“Whatever, hurry!” 

“Aaa, I get it!” 


Not able to think of another way, Shido walked toward Tohka during the trembling and extended 
his hand towards Tohka. “Don’t worry Tohka, I’11—“ 


But at this moment... 


*bi-ri* As this sound echoed the surrounding, as if trying to separate Tohka and Shido, the cracks 
on the rooftop widened— 


“wha—‘ 
A part of the rooftop broke apart as if going to slide off. 


Of course, Tohka being on the floor with her knees on the ground would not be able to sustain 
her position, as she falls off along with the rooftop. 


“wu, wuaaaaaa!” 
“Tohka!!” 


Trampling his way while extending his hand, at the nick of time, Shido successfully grabbed 
Tohka’s hand. 


“Shido!!”” 
“Are you alright, Tohka...?” 


Gritting his teeth, Shido groaned out those words. Below Tohka, the part of the roof that fell off 
crashed onto the ground with a tremendous force, creating a terrifying sound and dust. If Shido 
was any slower, Tohka may have been a part of the debris. 


But Shido didn’t have a breath to spare, since they’re only temporarily safe from the worst 
situation. Due to Shido only holding up Tohka with only one hand, falling any moment won’t be 
very surprising. 


The trembling attacking the school finally stopped, but due to Shido gripping Tohka in an 


unstable way, he can’t use any strength from his upper body. If this continues, while Tohka 
climbs up, Shido will fall along with her. 


It seems that Tohka had noticed this point as well. She pursed her eyebrows and said this to 
Shido. 


“Shido, please let go, or we’ll both fall off” 

“This kind of thing...do you think I can do that...!” 

“Even if I fall off, from this distance I won’t die” 

“That isn’t...the problem!” 

Shido shouted, Tohka gritted her teeth. 

Next, the hand holding Shido’s arm slowly decreased in strength. 
“! Tohka, what are you doing...!?” 


“Sorry Shido, your feelings make me very happy, but I can’t stand to see you being hurt due to 
my mistakes anymore!” 


As she finished her words, she let go of her hand entirely. 
“gu... 


Although Shido increased the strength of his grip, but he really can’t sustain his grip anymore, 
Shido lost his grip of Tohka’s arm— 


“—ei?” 

The next moment, Shido widened his eyes in surprise. 

Two hands appeared from Shido’s shoulders, gripping Tohka’s hand. 

For a second, Shido at his limits thought a new power had awoken—but that’s untrue. 


The hands gripping Tohka’s arm were from the classmates that rushed to help after the trembling 
stopped. 


“Okay, we got Tohka-chan! Let’s pull her up!” 
“Ignite your fighting spirit! Ready—!” 


Along with this command, the sound *hai-yo!* *hai-yo!* can be heard from behind, like the 


sounds that would be made in a Tug-of-War. Tohka was pulled back on top of the rooftop. 


Tohka lifelessly look at everyone as the surrounding engulfs in the sounds *PAPAPAPAPA* of 
claps and cheers. 
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wha... 


Tohka, who was watching her classmates until this moment, glanced at Shido with eyes of 
confusion. 


“Shido. ..Why... would those people...to me...” 

“ei? Aaah, that, how should I say this” 

Shido scratched his cheeks as he continued. 

“Because we’re all friends” 

Hearing these words, Tohka involuntarily widened her eyes. 

© At the end, Tohka’s welcoming party was still able to successfully be held. 


Although the school was banned from entering due to the dangers of collapsing, luckily the 
drinks and food in the classroom were safe. They got those out, and under the blue sky (although 
the sun was already setting), the party started. 


Although Tohka still cannot entirely trust everyone, she lowered her suspicions due to the event 
at first. Being surrounded by everyone, she chatted with everyone as though she’s not used to it. 


Seeing this moment, Shido’s mouth slowly revealed a small grin and drank the fruit juice in his 
hand in one gulp. The sweet and refreshing apple juice soaked Shido’s throat. 


“hmm...?” 


Then, Shido raised one of his eyebrows. Within the classmates, he found Origami. Although 
she’s standing by herself without talking to anyone, her hand holds a paper cup. It seems that 
she’s participating in the part as well. 


As if noticing Shido’s gaze, one of the female students who saved Tohka started a conversation 
with Shido. 


“Ne~ You’re surprised aren’t you? When everyone went looking for Tohka-chan, the one who 
was guarding the food and drinks was Tobiichi-san~” 


“Ei? Is that so?” 


“Yes, yes. If she wanted to become friend with Tohka-chan she should’ve said so~... Aiya, aiya, 
it’s hard to say since they’re love rivals~” 


“Wha, What are you saying...” 

“Nothing~” 

The female student left after she finished speaking with a smile. 

Shido “...geez” sighed as she looked at Origami’s direction once again. 


If Origami and Tohka can make peace, if this really happens...that definitely is a wonderful 
thing, that’s what he thinks. 


“Shido! I received a lot of sweets from everyone!” 


In her right hand is a paper card, in her left hand is a bag full of sweets, Tohka said with an 
energetic voice. The difference from 10 or so minutes ago, made Shido involuntarily laugh. 


“Nu? What is it, Shido?” 

“Nothing. ..It seems that you’ve established a good relationship with everyone” 
“Umu! Everyone’s very nice! It seems that I was thinking too much!” 

Smiling as she said those words, she drank from her paper cup. 

Then, at the next moment, 

“1? hai-ou...!” 

Tohka who was drinking the fruit juice, suddenly *ka-ka* started coughing. 
“Toh, Tohka...? What happened?” 

“Poison, It’s poison! Shido, be careful!” 

“haa? How can that be possible...” 


Shido, with a shocked expression, touched a bit of Tohka’s drink with his fingertip and licked it. 


At the next moment, a horrifying taste attacked Shido’s tongue, Shido involuntarily started to 
cough. Hurriedly, he grabbed his apple juice and finished it in a gulp. 


“Are you alright Shido!?” 


“aa, Aaah...” 


“so, someone did really put poison...?” 
“No, isn’t this tabasco sauce...? Who in the world...?” 
At this moment Shido widened his eyes, as he turned his gaze to the direction on his left. 


There it was Origami who revealed an expression as if she had achieved her goal and nodded as 
she disappeared. 


Shido scratched his cheeks, puzzled. But there’s not enough time to find the truth. 
“Why that little... Who did this! Trying to poison me when I let my guard down!” 
Maybe she’s too exhausted, Tohka looked around the surroundings with teary eyes. 


The hardships for Tohka to open up her heart, to eliminate her suspicions, revived again. 


Tohka Miss Fantasia 


Tohka: “Shido! I’ve been chosen as Ms. Fantasia!” 
Shido: “Ms. Fantasia? What’s that?” 


Tohka: “I don’t know, but I’ve been chosen. I’ve been elected! Suddenly one day, I received a 
phone call that told me ‘Hi, you’ve been chosen as Ms. Fantasia, Congrats!’ Although I don’t 
know what it is, I’m very happy. Seems like something amazing” 


Shido: “Although you don’t know what it is, you think it’s amazing huh? That’s amazing” 
Tohka: “Nn. Those who received this title are granted the power that can rule the world” 


Shido: “That’s impressive...it’s becoming too impressive to the point where it’s going a little 
overboard” 


Tohka: “If this is so, wouldn’t I be the world’s leader starting today? That’s awesome! Although 
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it’s troublesome to write a lot of ‘declarations 
Shido: “Declarations...Do you understand what that means?” 


Tohka: “Nn. I’ve seen it on television, it’s something like writing what you want down right? 
Even if it’s impossible, it won’t make others angry, it’s just writing things down” 


Shido: “that...is...” 


Tohka: “The first thing I'll write is! There must be at least 100 kinako bread stores in Tenguu 
city!” 


Shido: “Too much! What’s the point of opening so many stores selling the same thing!” 


Tohka: “It’s not the same. There could be convenient ‘Bread Stations’, there could also be 
high-class cuisine ‘Bread Restaurants’. Having a range of different combinations, there would be 
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different kind of customers, ‘There’s always one that fits your criteria 
Shido: “... You still remember that saying, speaking of which, would there be such customers?” 


Tohka: “Next is, make all the water fountains at school become Fanta (Grape flavored) 


? 


fountains 


Shido: “No, that’s only a carbonated drink. If you don’t add CO2 then it’Il only be regular sugar 
water” 


Tohka: 


Shido: 


Tohka: 


Shido: 


Tohka: 


Shido: 


Tohka: 


Shido: 


Tohka: 


Shido: 


Tohka: 
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“Next! I restrict Tobiichi Origami from buying kinako bread and Fanta (Grape flavored) 
“So evil!” 

“Lastly!” 

“There’s still more?” 

“...I want to make a law that ‘If I accomplish something amazing, Shido will pet me’!” 


“Eh?” 


“For example. ..being selected as Ms. Fantasia!” 
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... (Teary-eyes) 
“...I understand, you’ve worked hard” 


“nn...Nn!” 


Tohka SS 
“Ugh...It’s impossible. It won’t open.” Despite grabbing the handle and pulling with all his 
strength, this heavy door did not budge. 


Shido sighed in despair, while using the back of his hand to wipe away the sweat on his 
forehead. 


As though replying to his words, a groan sounded out beside him. 
“Uuu, how troubling.” 


Standing there with a troubled expression on her face was a girl with her night- coloured hair tied 
in a bunch, Yatogami Tohka. She’s Shido’s classmate as well as his neighbour. 


Currently, Tohka was not wearing her usual uniform, but a highly water- absorbent white shirt 
and shorts, the same as Shido—PE uniforms. 


Shido got embarrassed as he continued to look at Tohka, he could only look at his surroundings. 


The place where the two of them are at was a dark space used to store mattresses and vaulting 
boxes. 


That’s correct. The two of them, who had helped to clean up after gym class, were locked inside 
the gym’s storage shed by accident. 


“Hey~ is anyone outside!? Please open this door!” 
They kept shouting and banging on the door repeatedly; however, no response was heard. 


“This is bad...” Shido hugged his arms and thought about it: The gym’s storage shed had no 
other entrances other than the locked door. 


Something could have been done if Kotori and the others were contacted, but he had left his 
headphone and earphone inside his uniform’s pocket. 


...What a disaster. There’s no other way except to wait for people to pass by. 
However, Shido, “Ah.”, made a sound turning to look at the puzzled Tohka. 
That’s right. Shido was not the only person inside here, Tohka was here too. 
“Tohka, can you ram the door open at full power?” 


“Uu? Can I use all my power?” 


“Aaah.” 
After Shido nodded in consent, he took a step back from the door. 


Even though most of her power had been sealed, Tohka was still a spirit. Her physical abilities 
are still far superior to that of humans. 


The padlock currently locking the door—At the very least, the metal parts obstructing them may 
be easily sent flying. Because it wasn’t the most brilliant method, it was hurting his conscience 
but it was a desperate situation. 


It would be fine once they got out and contacted Kotori, requesting them to fix the damaged 
door. 


“Then, I’m going to do it.” 

“Ooh, I’m counting on you.” 

Tohka nodded as she placed her hand on the door, her feet taking a step back. 

However— “Ugh...” For some unknown reason, she fell to the ground in a heap. 

“Tohka! What happened to you!?” Hastily running over. 

At this moment, Tohka’s stomach, *Guru guru guru guru*...Gave off a cute sound. 

“Sorry, Shido...I can’t use my strength when I’m hungry...” Tohka apologetically said such. 
Shido said “Aaah...”, cold sweat forming on his face. 


Now that she mentioned it, Tohka had been happily exercising during gym class just now. It was 
understandable if her energy levels were depleted. 


“Tt can’t be helped...we’ll have to think of another way...” 
“Uu... m sorry...” 


“No, don’t worry about it. It’s not your fault.” Saying that, he looked around the storage shed for 
any equipment that they could use. 


And then, as Shido looked over the various equipment. He noticed the dust in the surroundings 
was glittering due to the reflection of light. “Ah...” Suddenly raising his head. 


Over there was just like he had imagined, a window that was positioned to let light through. 


As its original purpose was not to allow people through, it was located at a high position, it was 


extremely narrow as well. However... 


“Tohka! Get on my shoulders! It’s difficult with my size...But if it’s Tohka’s shoulder width you 
may be able to pass through that window. After you get out you can go and look for help!” 


“Ah, you’re right!” Saying that, Tohka walked closer. 

Shido crouched down with his hands placed on the walls. 

“Come, Tohka.” 

“Nn ooh!” 

After Shido’s urging, Tohka raised one leg, stepping over Shido’s shoulders. 
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After that, Shido suddenly held his breath. Due to the emergency situation he had forgotten to 
take a single fact into account... 


The instant his shoulders and cheeks were tightly squeezed by Tohka’s legs, Shido finally 
understood why [letting a girl ride on your shoulders] was so important. The weight was just 
right. Body temperature was transferred to the back of his head. And there was the smooth 
sensation of her skin. All of this has merged together, dealing a combo attack to his brain. 


“Alright, I’m on top, Shido.” 
“Okay...!” 


Tohka’s voice awoke Shido’s trapped consciousness. Shido made a fake cough, after telling 
himself “Don’t think about it, don’t think about it” repeatedly he held onto Tohka’s legs. 


...How do you put it, Shido was secretly happy that Tohka was not wearing a skirt right now. 
“Th, then I’m standing up now.” 
Saying that, Shido slowly stood up on the spot. 


Above him, the sound of the window opening could be heard. And after that, the weight on his 
two shoulders vanished. 


Seems like Tohka had successfully grabbed onto the window frame. 
“Th, then I’m going now, Shido! Please be patient!” 


“Ooh, I’m counting on you!” 
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However— “Shi, dou...!” Very quickly from above, Tohka’s muffled voice sounded out. 
“Tohka!?” 
Because it was unusual, he hurriedly took a step back, raising his head to look at the window. 


It was just as Shido had expected, her shoulders had passed through...but the problem was a 
little lower. 


Tohka’s overly magnificent bust line had prevented her from advancing. 
“Sa, save me Shido! I can’t move!” Shouting out, Tohka’s legs frantically waved about. 


“Wait for me! I'll save you soon!” Looks like it’s impossible for him to push Tohka through the 
window. 


In the end they were back to square one, but it can’t be helped. Shido hurriedly set up some soft 
mattresses on the floor, grabbing Tohka’s two legs and began to pull downwards. 


“Ah it hurrrrrrrrrrtttssssss! It hurts Shido!” 

“Bear with it for a while! Alright, you’ll have to match my movements as I pull you out!” 
“Nn...Un!” 

As such, Tohka’s body that successfully escaped from the window, naturally fell onto Shido. 
“Wa, Waah!” 

Unable to dodge, just like that they fell over from the leftover momentum. 

“Uu, Uuuu...Are you alright, Shido?” 

“Aaah, finally..., eh, wah...!?” 

Replying to Tohka’s words—Shido became speechless. 


Of all places, Tohka had to lean on Shido’s body and it was in an odd position. Her knees were 
straddled near Shido’s head; furthermore, Tohka’s head was the same, her head was now located 
near Shido’s crotch. 


If there were others at the scene, they would definitely get the wrong idea. 
“Tohka! C, can you move away just a little bit!” 


“Uu...? U, uwah!” 


Tohka finally realized their predicament due to Shido’s voice. She readjusted her position in a 


panic, sitting on the soft mattress in seiza. 
For some unknown reason Shido too sat in seiza alongside Tohka. 
“So, sorry!” 


“Ah, ahaha, we’re really lucky to have no one else around! That kind of thing will definitely 
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raise a ruckus if we were seen...! 


“Th, that’s right! No one else is around, ah...” 
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...” Just like that, there was a period of silence between the two of them. 
But after a while, Tohka finally made a sound, “Uu...”, raising her head. 
“...Hey, Shido. As expected, is it that hard to get out of here...?” 
“Nn~...That’s probably the case.” 

“Tf that’s the case, then until someone enters, it’s just the two of us...?” 
“Well, that’s how it is.” 

“Ts that so...” 

After Shido replied, Tohka remained in a pensive state as she silently thought. 
After that, she showed a faint smile as she spoke. 

“How do I put it...It’s been a while since we’ve been like this.” 

“Eh?” 


“Ahh...Recently, there hasn’t been much of a chance for the two of us to be together like 
this...we’ve not gone on another date too. In the school there’s Ai, Mai, Mii and the other 


classmates, as well as Tobiichi Origami obstructing us. At home there’s Kotori and Yoshino.. 


At this point, Tohka suddenly widened her eyes. 


“Ah, no, I’m not saying that I don’t like it, alright? Everyone treats me very well, I’m really 
thankful for that! ...With the exception of Tobiichi Origami that is.” 


“Haha...” 
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Towards Tohka who made a sudden twist in the end, Shido couldn’t help but give a bitter smile. 
Looks like the relationship between Origami and her is still as bad as ever. 


Tohka readjusted her feelings as she continued after a faint cough. 

“But because of that, I feel that the time that I can talk to Shido has gotten less and less...” 
“Tohka...” 

After I called out her name, Tohka, “Uuuu...”, scrunched up her face. 

“I’m sorry, Shido.” 


“That is not a bad thing at all. I feel that it would be a great thing if Tohka made friends with 
everyone.” 


“No... That’s not it.” 
“Eh?” 


“...Right now, even though it would be troublesome if we continue to be stuck here... Even 
though Shido has been thinking of ways to get us out...But the two of us are alone like this, 
somehow...I’m a little happy.” 


After Shido glanced at Tohka, he purposely sighed as he spoke in a loud voice. 


“_Ah-~, it’s impossible. I guess we'll just have to wait for someone to open the door from the 
outside~” 


“Uu...?” 
Tohka’s eyes widened in response to Shido who suddenly said such words. 


“But if that’s the case, then we will be here for a long time~. Ah~ah, that would be boring~. I 
don’t know if there’s anyone who would speak to me~.” 


E a p? 
Tohka widened her eyes in surprise, raising her hand up high. 
“Me, me! There’s still me, Shido! I have a lot to say!” 


“Ehh~, really~?” 


“It’s true! Leave it to me!” 
Tohka confidently patted her chest. 
Shido faced Tohka and smiled. 


“Then...since it’s such a rare chance, I'll let you say everything that you have been wanting to 
say. Well, I guess it’s a different kind of date? If you think of it like that, it somehow feels that 
this situation is not so bad after all right?” 


After Shido finished speaking, Tohka’s face glowed as though she was truly happy from the 
bottom of her heart, revealing a full smile. 


“Right now, where should I start...Aaah! That time at home economics—” Tohka happily began 
to talk. 


Shido, on the other hand, replied with “Aaah.”. 


The contents were not much. There was an incident during gym class where she had gotten into 
an extreme match with Origami and another where a new pastry shop was set up in front of the 
station, they were all bits and pieces of everyday life. 


However, because Tohka sometimes waved her arms as she narrated, Shido began to get excited 
himself, unknowingly being engrossed with his conversation with Tohka. 


“And then, as expected, fried food is the best when lemo—Ha, hachoo!” 
And then. Tohka, who had continued to speak, suddenly sneezed. 


“Hey, are you alright Tohka?” As he spoke, Shido’s shoulders started to shiver as though he was 
cold. 


Looking up at the window, the light that was shone had unknowingly been dyed red. Looks like 
during the period of time they had been engrossed in their conversation, a considerable amount 
of time had passed. 


Although the temperature itself is not that low, the wet gym clothes mercilessly robbed the 
warmth of the two’s bodies. Tohka repeatedly sneezed, sniffing as she did so. 


“Uuuuu...” 


“Ah, this is troublesome. If there are no teachers patrolling today, the worst case is we may have 
to wait till dawn...that’s not good for us.” 


“Uuuu...Ah, that’s right!” Tohka lightly clapped, taking out one soft mattress from the pile. 
After that, she wrapped it around herself, kneeling down there like a hina doll. 


“Nuoh, it’s really warm, Shido.” 
“Oh, that’s pretty neat. Then I will...” 


After which, as Shido was about to mimic Tohka’s way of warming up, just as his hand was 
stretched towards the mattresses; Tohka, “Uoh”, opened up the mattress that was wrapped 
around her. 


“Eh?” 
“It would be warmer if we used it together right?” 
“That, no, well. Although that may be the case...” 


Under Tohka’s continuous stare. Shido was unable to reject, he relented, “Sorry for intruding...”, 
sitting beside Tohka. 


The two of them tightly clung onto one another, being surrounded by the mattress. 
“Hehe...it’s warm, Shido.” 
“Ah, aaah...” 


Everytime Tohka moved her body, his body would be rubbed with a soft, warm sensation, a light 
fragrance wafted to his nose. It caused Shido’s heart to beat violently. 


However, he sensed something amiss. There was another rhythm that was different from his own 
heartbeat and it felt like it was extremely closeby. 


Looking in that direction, Tohka was the same, she was extremely embarrassed as she blushed. 
“Shido.” Tohka raised her head. 

Due to their bodies being close to one another, her breath touched Shido’s lips. 

“What’s the matter...?” 

“Hehe, I know your heart is beating very fast.” 

“Y, yours is beating fast too.” 


As Shido finished, Tohka showed an expression of extreme surprise. 


“Ho, how do you know about that...?” 

“No, our heartbeats were transferred to one another so...” 

“Uuuu, like that, so that was how it was...” 

Tohka nodded with a face of acceptance, once again turning to look at Shido. 


“Nuu. ..My heartbeats are getting faster. But why, when I’m with Shido, my heart would beat 
faster than when I walk at maximum speed.” 


“I, is that so...” 


“Nn. My heartbeat this time was...that’s right, ever since I moved from Shido’s house, to the 
apartment next door it was the first time my heartbeat’s been that fast.” 


“Aa, th...that one.” 
“You’ve remembered?” 


Shido bitterly smiled as he nodded, that incident, he probably wouldn’t forget even if he wanted 
to. 


There was a period of time before Tohka had moved into the apartment and lived in Shido’s 
home, Shido went inside Tohka’s room... “Never, kiss, anyone else again.” 


And at those words she suddenly kissed him. 

“...That promise, did you properly keep it?” 

“Th, that, this is...” Shido did not reply, he started to stutter. 

It was understandable. In order to seal the power of the spirits kissing is essential. 

How would Tohka react to that? She looked over with a long face and surprised eyes. 
“...This won’t do. We’ve made a promise. That...you see, if I’m here, we can do it now?” 
“To, Tohka...?” 

Shido widened his two eyes in a daze, Tohka flared up as she frowned. 


“What’s with that look? I’m serious, you know? We can do it now—” Tohka slowly moved her 
face closer. 


Due to the sudden development of events, Shido who was sent into a panic wished to escape, but 


his body was being surrounded by the mattress and as such he couldn’t move an inch. 
Soon, Shido and Tohka’s lips were about to touch— 


At that moment. The storage shed’s door groaned as it opened, the light from a flashlight shone 
into the shed. 


“Eh—!2” 
Tui?” 
“Ahem.” 


A teacher who looked like she was about to fall asleep—Reine, she looked at the figures of 
Shido and Tohka, lightly sighing. 


“Because I didn’t see you at all I had used <Fraxinus> to lock on to your location...But sorry 
for interrupting you two.” 


Silently muttering, “...I’m really sorry.” 
Just like that she once again closed the door. 
“Wait, Reine! Please hold on—” 

“Shi, Shido!” 


Shido, who was hastily trying to get up, fell onto the ground with Tohka who was still being 
wrapped by the mattress. 


At this moment his lips seemed to have touched something soft...but to Shido who had hit the 
back of his head hard, he couldn’t remember it that well. 


Mayuri SS 


“Tm going...” 


Early in the morning, Shido left the house muttering as he always did. Since Kotori had gone to 
school already, there was no one inside the house. But doing that was what they call a custom. 


He locked the door, passed the entrance and went out to the street. After stretching a little and 
yawning, Shido started walking down the road that led to school. 


—Then 

“Good morning.” 

At that instant, a voice suddenly came from behind him. 
“Nh...?” 

He turned around slowly, and saw a girl standing there. 


It was a thin girl who wore her hair pulled back with a buckle that mimicked the wings of an 
angel. The black blazer which covered her body was just like the one Shido was wearing. 


“Oh, Mayuri. Good morning.” 


After Shido had recognized the girl’s appearance, he said her name and slightly raised his hand. 
To answer that, Mayuri nodded slightly, then took a few steps larger than usual and stood next to 
Shido. 


As her uniform says, Mayuri was also a Raizen High School student. Shido glanced to the left 
while walking next to her. 


“Looks like you came out early today, huh?” 

“Well, yeah. But the same goes for you too, right, Shido?” 
“Well, that’s true, but...Eh?” 

Mid-sentence, Shido let a drop of sweat run down his cheek. 


“You're always the same, aren’t you? I’m always repeating it, but I’m your senior by a year. I’m 
not asking you to treat me like a senior, but that’s not how you should call me, right?” 


That’s right. Even though they go to the same high school, Shido is a second-year student while 
Mayuri is a first-year student. And despite this, Mayuri speaks to Shido like he was also a first- 


year student... No, not just that, but more like he was a year younger than her. 


Truth is, Shido wasn’t bothered by that, but since Mayuri didn’t change her ways, not even at 
school, his classmates began to mock him saying things like “Eh? Who’s that? Your girlfriend? 
It’s more like she’s his Master and he’s the slave, right?” 


“Then, what should I call you? Maybe “senpai’’?” 
“Eh? Well... that wouldn’t be too bad.” 
“Fuun...” 


Mayuri gave a halfhearted response and quickly stood in front of Shido with a spin and then 
made a small bow. 


“Shido-senpai, I greet you good morning. The weather is beautiful today, don’t you think?” 
“What with that “did you eat something bad?” face you just made?” 
“A-ah, no...” 


It looks like his face ended up paralyzing due to the strange sensation. Shido placed his hands on 
his cheeks to massage his face muscles. 


“Well, how was that, Shido-senpai? Satisfied?” 

“...Well, um~... When we are alone, let’s talk like we always do, please.” 
“I see.” 

Mayuri briefly said that and returned to Shido’s side with a spin. 


They then continued walking down the road to school for a while. The conversations they 
sometimes had were nothing special. Things like, that he was depressed today due to a small 
exam, or that there are interesting students in his classroom, or how there is regularity when a 
teacher calls his students... 


They were just small things. And also, most of them came from Shido. Mayuri just answered 
halfheartedly to each of them with “I see.”, “Hee”, “Fuun”. 


But, what would it be? Shido couldn’t help but think that Mayuri, who was walking next to him, 
was strangely happy. 


No... It wasn’t just Mayuri. Shido also realized somewhere in his heart that the moment when 


they were going to school, which wasn’t even 30 minutes long, was something irreplaceable. 


It was a common scene, the kind which can be seen everywhere. However, for some reason, 
Shido was attacked by the urge to engrave each one of these moments deep into his memories 
and onto his heart. 


He felt like he was pouring water onto his hands. It was something that, no matter how much he 
pressed his fingers together, was slowly decreasing. Finally, at some point, it would go away. 
Even though it wasn’t like Mayuri was going to disappear, when he saw her. For some reason, he 
felt that way. 


“.,.Shido? What’s wrong? 
“...No, it’s nothing.” 


It looks like once again his face gave away his feelings. Apparently, he wasn’t made to play 
poker. 


Not too long after, they arrive at the school. Since they are not in the same year, after entering the 
school building, Shido and Mayuri went through different hallways. 


“Well, see you later.” 
“Yes. See you.” 


Shido and Mayuri waved their hands at each other and went to their respective classrooms. The 
bell that signaled midday break rang in his eardrums. 


Having finished the fourth hour lesson, Shido took his bento out of his bag. Then, he left the 
classroom and went to the school building’s rooftop. 


“A little more...” 


After opening the door that led to the rooftop, his field of vision was filled with the color of the 
sky and the light of the sun. 


There was someone there. Sitting with her back against the fence, Mayuri had her lunch box 
placed on her lap. 


“Oh. You’re early, Mayuri.” 
“Nah. Lessons finished earlier than usual.” 
Shido echoed his footsteps, *ton*, *ton*, on the rooftop and sat next to Mayuri. 


That’s right. It wasn’t something they’d have proposed, but Shido and Mayuri usually ate their 


lunches together like this. 


Shido placed the bento box he had on his hands onto his lap and opened the lid. Then, Mayuri 
carefully watched what Shido had on his hands. 


“Wh-what’s wrong?” 
“..Nothing. I just thought that, as always, it looks delicious.” 


After hearing this, Shido looked at his own hands. Inside the bento box were the routine fittings, 
such as karaage' and tamagoyaki. Shido didn’t believe that what he had prepared was something 
that special. 


“Really? Looks quite normal to me... This one here, for example, is just leftovers from 
yesterday’s dinner.” 


After Shido said that, Mayuri let out a breath, “Haa”. 


“If a boy cooks this well, there’s no way a girl could compete. Especially because you really 
seem to believe it’s nothing special.” 


“What are you saying?... Rather, yours looks quite delicious too.” 


Shido pointed towards the bento box Mayuri was holding. Inside there were aligned perfectly cut 
sandwiches. Between the breads, there were ingredients of several colors that were so well 
prepared that they invited the appetite. 


“.. Thanks. But these are what I call something normal. It’s just some ingredients mixed inside 
two pieces of bread.” 


“But the one who chose those ingredients was your taste, right?” 
“Well, if you put it that way, you may be right.” 
Mayuri said that while making a complicated expression. 


At that moment, Shido came up with an idea and grabbed his own bento box and offered it to 
Mayuri. 


“Then let’s trade our bentos.” 


1 Karaage (44/7)is a Japanese cooking technique in which several ingredients (usually meat and especially chicken) are fried in oil. 


“Eh?” 

Upon those words, Mayuri opened her eyes wide. 

“Eh, but...” 

“It’s ok. P ve wanted to try your cooking for a while now.” 
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Mayuri put on a hesitant attitude, but after hearing those words from Shido, she took her own 
bento box and offered it to him. 


“Just don’t judge me too harshly...” 
“That’s what I say.” 


Then, they both traded their bento boxes. After carefully watching the bento they had received, 
they placed their hands together at the same time. 


“Thanks for the food.” 

“Thanks for the food.” 

After saying this, Mayuri took her sticks and tried some tamagoyaki. 
Then, almost immediately, she opened her eyes wide. 

“*Waa* What’s this? It’s delicious.” 

Shido felt good after hearing that and loosened his cheeks a little. 
“It’s good, isn’t it? The trick is to cook it a little sweet.” 


“Yeah... And also, isn’t this golden color too perfect? If I had to cook it, it would have ended up 
black.” 


“For the eggs, since a little bit of heat is enough, the trick is to roll them up quickly. If you 
practice preparing them many times, you get the hang of it at just the right time to do it.” 


After explaining it simply, Shido grabbed Mayuri’s sandwich. He opened his mouth wide and 
stuffed his cheeks with it. 


“Ah, it’s very good. But, what is this flavor? It tastes like peanut butter, but...” 


“Oh, that. It’s kinako cream. I don’t know why, but I like it a lot.” 


“Hehe? Those things happen? Then, what’s this one made of?” 


“Oyakodon style chicken and egg... Or that’s what I call it anyway. I just thought they would 
mix well.” 


“Wow... You do some interesting things...Eh? The toothpick is nailed to this cherry tomato, why 
is the tip cross-shaped?” 


“I-I don’t see anything wrong with that... And more importantly, this karaage is too good. Tell 
me how you spiced it.” 


“Fufufu... You have good taste, I see. However, that’s an Itsuka house secret. I can’t go 
spreading around the secret flavor just like...” 


“Ah, maybe it’s apples and onions?” 
“You found out that quickly!?” 
And while having these sorts of conversations, they kept on eating lunch. 


Finally, both of their bento boxes were empty and the two of them, after letting out a sigh, placed 
their hands together. 


“Thanks for the food.” 
“Thanks for the food.” 
They then traded their bento boxes again and put them inside their lunch bags. 


“I don’t see why you were complaining. As I thought, it was delicious. Have more faith in 
yourself.” 


“...Thanks. But I’m still thinking that your bento was even more delicious, Shido... What the 
problem.” 


“No, why do you have a problem?” 

“,..That’s my business.” 

After saying that, Mayuri stood and shook her skirt a little. 

“More importantly, midday break is about to end, right? We were eating longer than usual.” 
“Ah... Is it that late already?” 


Then, at the same time this scene was happening, the bell rang again inside the school building. 
Since they had traded their opinions on each other’s lunches, it looks like that it had taken a lot 


of their time. 

“Well, PI be going now, all right?” 

As Mayuri said that, she lightly waved her hand before she started walking. 
“Yeah, then we’1]-—* 

Shido saw Mayuri’s back— 

And when he realized, without knowing why, he was grabbing her hand. 
“Eh...?” 

Mayuri turned around towards Shido in surprise. 

“What is it, Shido? Classes are about to start, you know?” 

“Eh? Ah, I, why...?” 


When he heard what Mayuri said, Shido tilted his neck. He himself didn’t know the reason why 
he grabbed Mayuri’s hand at that moment. But, why was that? A terrible sense of insecurity 
came to him for letting Mayuri get away like that. Shido made his head work desperately and 
tried to search for the words he should say next. 


But good phrases never appear when one needs them the most. What came out of Shido’s mouth 
was: 


“A little more...” 

“Eh?” 

“...Could you stay by my side for just a little more?” 
They were easy and simple words. 

“Shido...?” 

Mayuri opened her eyes wide in surprise. 


Then, as if to match with that, the bell that announced the beginning of afternoon classes echoed 
in the surroundings. 


While looking slightly above towards the sky, Mayuri let out a sigh *Fuu*. 


“Aah~. We can’t.” 


“Uh... ’m-I’m sorry.” 


After Shido said that with a gloomy expression, Mayuri suddenly relaxed her mouth and sat next 
to Shido once again. Then, like that, she laid down with her head on his lap. 


“Ma-Mayuri?” 
“Since you held me back on purpose, take responsibility all right?” 
After saying that, Mayuri showed him a little smile. 


Since she was being illuminated by the sun above them, her face was shining brightly. 


Mayuri Around 


Inside the crowd that came and went, Shido Itsuka was absently looking up at the sky. 


A few blurry clouds were scattered on the blue sky, in which the sun had not yet fully risen. A 
sudden breeze stroked his cheek and a dry leaf crossed his field of vision. 


It wasn’t like a solar eclipse was happening or that an unidentified flying object was flying. It 
was just an ordinary landscape. In fact, there were lots of people around. However, the only one 
looking up at the sky was Shido. 


But—why was that? 
Shido felt an odd sensation from that most common sky. 
“... I wonder what this feeling is.” 


He said to himself in a whisper. He couldn’t figure out the true identity of that sensation. Shido 
lowered his gaze as he scratched his head and looked around. 


His current location was an open area which was on the opposite side of the Tengu station. A big 
fountain could be seen on the front. And to the right there was a statue of Pachiko, the faithful 
dog. 


Since there were several objects with characteristic features such as these, this was a place that 
was often used as a meeting point. And since today was also a holiday, a lot of people could be 
seen walking around. 


Shido slightly tilted his neck as he watched that scene. 
“Eh?... Why was it that I came here?” 


Because he had been distracted for a while now, or maybe the opposite, he had completely 
forgotten his objective... He couldn’t decide what the actual reason for forgetting was but, his 
conscience was not entirely clear to worry about that now. A feeling like he was sleeping in 
warm water had invaded his body completely. 


However... 
“— Ah 99 


Within his visual field, he saw a girl walking towards him from within the crowd—Shido felt as 


if the sun’s rays penetrated through the morning fog. 


You could say that her age was a year younger than Shido. She was a girl that had her long blond 
hair combed into a ponytail that she kept to the side. She was wearing a pure white uniform and 
was carrying a bag on her shoulder, which had funny-looking pendants and keyrings. 


Her face was so charming it could steal your heart before you even noticed, but the expression on 
it was that of loftiness. 


“—Mayuri.” 
Shido said the girl’s name unconsciously. 


Then, at the same time he said that, today’s objective began to appear inside his head. Which he 
had completely forgotten up until now. 


“Ah... That’s right. I wonder why I forgot about it. I promised to have a date with Mayuri 
today.” 


That’s right. Even now he couldn’t remember when he made that promise— But at least he could 
clearly remember that he did. 


Then, when he said that, Mayuri slightly moved her eyebrows upon noticing Shido. But without 
changing her pace, she approached him slowly. 


“—Hello.” 

She said that simply. Shido raised his hand and answered her. 

“Y-yes... Good morning.” 

“Did I keep you waiting?” 

“No, not at all.” 

“I see.” 

Mayuri coldly replied that and then gestured with her chin and continued. 
“Well then, let’s go.” 

“Nh... Yeah. You’re right.” 


After hearing that, Shido started walking from where he was standing... And softly spoke to 
Mayuri. 


“... Hey, Mayuri? Where were we supposed to be going today again?” 
After Shido asked, looking sorry, Mayuri turned to him while squinting. 
“You don’t remember?” 

“No, well... I’m sorry.” 


He felt it would be dishonest with Mayuri to give some kind of excuse. He said that sincerely 
and lowered his head. Then Mayuri, after letting out a small sigh, continued her words. 


“Today you’ll accompany me to all the places I want to go to. That’s what we agreed on.” 
“Ah... It’s true.” 

After hearing that, he somehow remembered making such a promise. Shido slightly nodded. 
“Indeed. We also agreed that you’d pay for everything.” 

“D-did we really agree on that?” 

“Yes. You also promised to call me “Ojou-sama” all day and that you’d walk on all fours.” 
“That’s clearly a lie, isn’t it!?” 

Shido screamed. Mayuri, holding back her laughter, let out a small *Puh*. 

“What do you think? it’s your fault for forgetting about it, isn’t it?” 

“Well, that’s true but...” 

“Anyway, let’s go.” 

She curtly said that and started walking away. 

“Ah, wait a little, Mayuri~!” 


Shido hastily went after Mayuri and, after matching his pace with hers, he breathed a sigh of 
relief. 


“Well, where did you want to go?” 
“ .. Nh.” 


Shido asked while they were walking. Mayuri answered with a curtly attitude and slowly pointed 
her right hand forward. 


Shido looked to where she was pointing at. There were gaming machines like the crane and those 


for dancing aligned there. He saw a big arcade. 
“The arcade? Well, did you want to come to this place, Mayuri?” 
“Can’t I?” 


“No, of course you can. It’s just a little sudden. You don’t look like someone who plays video 
games.” 


“Actually, I don’t play.” 
Mayuri said that with a haughty face. Shido opened his eyes like saying “Eh?” 
“Then, why?” 


After listening to Shido’s question, Mayuri hesitated for a bit before speaking. Only then did she 
begin to move her lips. 


“... It’s because you said it is fun.” 

“Mayuri...” 

Shido suddenly felt a tickling sensation and scratched his cheek with his finger. 
“Ah~... Well, shall we go in?” 

Nh.” 

They entered the arcade together. 


Since today was a holiday, there were lots of student-looking youths inside the arcade. He could 
also see whole families in the corner where the crane games were at here and there. 


“Well then, since we came here, let’s have some fun. What do you want to play?” 
“Nh... I don’t understand a lot about this, so I’d like to try something easy.” 


“Something easy huh? Well, I think that if you lower the difficulty level you could also play 
dance and fighting games...” 


“s AN? 
While Shido was making his brain work, Mayuri raised her voice as if noticing something. 
“Nh? What’s wrong Mayuri?” 


“That. I’ve seen it before.” 


To what Mayuri pointed to after saying this was the photo-sticker machines section, which were 
lined up in a corner of the arcade. 


“Ah, the photo-stickers huh? You’re also interested in that sort of thing, Mayuri?” 
“Well, a little. But I’ve never used one before.” 

“*Pyu~mh*... Since we’re here, want to take a picture?” 

“Yes.” 


Mayuri nodded slightly. Shido, as he walked skillfully among the people, managed to reach the 
area where the photo-stickers machines were at. 


And,when he was about to step inside one, Mayuri hit him on the shoulder *Tap, tap* as if 
noticing something. 


“Hey, look.” 
“Nh?” 


After hearing that, he looked to the direction Mayuri was pointing at. There, he could see what 
looked like a sign written on a paper hanging on the wall. 


“Let’s see what it says. “We ask that single men refrain from entering the photo- stickers 
machines section.” ?” 


After Shido read what was written on the sign, Mayuri widened her eyes with a surprised look. 
“How can this be? Isn’t this gender discrimination?” 


“*U~mh*... Well, strictly speaking, you may be right. But I think I remember it became like this 
after some hidden photo cases in the past.” 


“*Fuyu~mh*...” 


“But anyway, we shouldn’t have a problem now right? Look, the paper also says: “Couples 
allowed”.” 


“Ah, that’s right. ... Couples?” 
Upon hearing Shido’s words, Mayuri froze completely. 
oo Ah.” 


At the same time, just like Mayuri, Shido also stopped where he stood. He just meant that if they 
were just a man and a woman, there wouldn’t be a problem using the photo-stickers machine. 


But by the way he had said it, it was out of the question that it was heard with a slightly different 
meaning. 


“... I wonder how everyone else will see us.” 

Mayuri asked. 

“Eh? That’s... Well, I don’t think we look like siblings.” 
“Then...” 


Having just said that, Mayuri quickly turned her face and started walking like nothing had ever 
happened. 


At that moment, Shido thought he saw her cheeks dyed red... But he preferred not to say 
anything. 


“Let’s just take the photo already.” 
“Y-yes, you’re right.” 
They randomly chose a booth and entered after waiting their turn. 


There was a big screen on the front part of the inside, which showed Shido and Mayuri. At the 
same time they both entered the machine, a recording with instructions started playing. 


Unlike Mayuri, Shido frequently visited the arcade. But he didn’t have a lot of experience using 
the photo-stickers machine. They took the photos according to the recorded instructions. 


A few seconds after that, the sticker with the photos printed on it came out from inside the 
machine. 


“Oh, looks like it’s out.” 
“True. Let’s see...” 
Then Mayuri, seeing the recently printed photos, suddenly let out a *Puh*. 


The reason was made known quickly. The advancements on the current photo- stickers machines 
were amazing. They were equipped with editing functions such as skin lightening and enlarging 
the eyes of the selected target... But Shido’s face adjusted with those features ended up looking 
pretty funny. 


“*Puh*... *Hahaha*...*Ahahahahahaha*...” 


Not being able to take it anymore, Mayuri hugged her abdomen and laughed. Although that was 


inevitable. Mayuri ended up looking beautiful while Shido looked like a monster. Perhaps that 
was the real reason why single men weren’t allowed in there. That’s what Shido suspected in the 
end. 


“Actually...” 

After hearing Shido say this, Mayuri confusedly tilted her neck. 
“... What’s wrong?” 

“Well, I see that you can laugh like that too.” 
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Mayuri made a surprised face at Shido’s words, and then repeatedly touched her cheeks with her 
palms. 


Then she shook her shoulders in surprise, as if finally noticing that she had a big smile on her 
face. 


Then, she folded her arms while releasing a breath through her nose. 

“... Well, excuse me for always being indifferent.” 

“I didn’t say that, right? But... actually, the Mayuri just now looked kinda cute.” 

eas hes 

After listening to what Shido said, Mayuri held her breath while her cheeks blushed slightly. 


However, she immediately cleared her throat while correcting her posture and replied with an: 
[“I see.”]. 


“Mo-more importantly, I want to try that one now.” 
“That one? Ah, the crane eh?” 


Shido whispered as he walked toward the machine Mayuri told him of. Inside the box made of 
transparent acrylic, there were many adorable little mascots. 


“Ts this difficult?” 


“*U~mh*... Well, it may be hard to get the hang of it the first time, but there are some that seem 
easy to get. How about we try... ?” 


Right when Shido was about to finish that sentence... 


“Kukuku... Shido and Mayuri. What are you doing in this place?” 


They heard a voice from behind them and turned to its direction as if taken by it. There they saw 
a girl, striking a very cool pose, who was wearing a black T-shirt with alphabetic characters 
printed on it, a skirt with a cross pattern, and was also wearing silver accessories. 


“Eh? Kaguya?” 
Shido said the name of the girl standing there while opening his eyes wide. 


Kaguya, while constantly changing her pose, made an amused face like saying “*Haha~~n*” as 
if realizing something. 


“T see, I see. So you were having a secret rendezvous in a place like this, eh? Kaka... You look 
like someone who doesn’t care about such things, but I see that you can’t be left alone for too 
long, right?” 


Hearing Kaguya’s words, Shido and Mayuri’s cheeks went red in an instant. 
“°Se-secret rendezvous?””... 
“That is... not completely wrong.” 


The two of them looked away in embarrassment. Kaguya for some reason, being influenced by 
their embarrassment , began to hesitate to speak. 


“... No, well, if you act like that, I’m going to get embarrassed as well...” 


Kaguya scratched her cheek with a finger, and then placed her hand on her waist as if recovering 
her energy. 


“Anyway! Reasons aside, the fact that you are standing on my battle-ground doesn’t change! 
There’s no problem if I take that action as a challenge, right!?” 


“Battle-ground... ? Challenge... ?” 
After Mayuri tilted her neck, Kaguya strongly pointed at the crane game machine. 


“Of course, I’m talking about the forbidden box that harbors treasures! Using one golden coin of 
darkness as a sacrifice, let’s decide in battle which one of us gets the treasure first!” 


“... Ehh... In short, you’re asking her to compete in the crane game?” 
“You can also put it that way!” 


Shido spoke as her translator, and Kaguya nodded proudly. 


“Wait, I think this is Mayuri’s first time on the crane game.” 


“In that case, you can be her support, Shido. It’ll be your first task as a couple.'” 
“Wha... ? Hey, hey...” 


Shido said while sweat ran down his cheeks, but it seemed like Kaguya wasn’t paying attention. 
She raised a 100 yen coin she took from her chest pocket and, after making it spin around the air 
where she was standing, put it inside the crane game. 


“Oh, box! Answer to my voice! Awaken now!” 


When Kaguya shouted that, the crane game machine lit up brightly and the mechanical arm 
started moving. 


“What a problem... What do we do, Mayuri?” 
“Let’s do it. We were planning to do it anyway.” 
“Well, that’s true.” 


After saying this, Shido took out a 100 yen coin and put it inside the machine next to the one 
where Kaguya was playing with enthusiasm. 


“... Alright. Mayuri, I’m going to check the arm’s position from the side of the machine. Let go 
of the button when I give you the signal.” 


“Nh. Alright.” 


The hardest part of the crane game is calculating the distance in depth. Then, if the arm’s 
position is confirmed from the front and from the side with two or more people, the possibilities 
of getting something increase significantly. 


“Ka~~kakaka! Gaze upon my diabolical handling of the button! Special movement! Teufel 


1? 


Marionette 


Kaguya shouted exaggeratedly while repeatedly hitting the button which made a *Ga, ga, ga, ga, 
ga!* noise. But since those were consecutive hits, the mechanical arm grabbed the air without 
moving. 


“Now, Mayuri!” 





' Here Kaguya says: [K] TO 4 F] (EE ]. This phrase is used to announce the wedding cake cutting by 
both bride and groom at a wedding. Literally means: “the first task together”. 
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Mayuri let go of the button at Shido’s signal. Then, the mechanical arm grabbed one of the 
mascots and dropped it in place to get it. 


“Ah, we got it.” 

“What~~!?” 

Hearing Mayuri’s words, Kaguya was greatly surprised. 

“T-impossible! I can’t believe you could beat my Teufel Marionette... |” 
“No. You mustn’t hit the button repeatedly, right?...” 

While Shido laughed forcibly, Kaguya suddenly extended her hands. 

“Tt’s not over yet! This isn’t over yet! Last Ougi! Loto Schwingung!” 

Kaguya, after screaming that, placed her hands on the machine frame and started shaking it. 


“He-hey, Kaguya, if you do that, then...” 


While Shido was trying to stop her, two big shadows suddenly appeared behind Kaguya’s back. 
—They were the arcade’s employees. 


“Dear cus~~tomer, shaking the machines is prohibited, right?” 
“Youll have to come to the office with us for a few moments, yes?” 


“Wha-what’s wrong with you, you bastards? Wait! The duel isn’t over yet! Ah! Wait! No, let me 
g0000000000~~~!”” 


The two burly employees grabbed Kaguya by the arms and dragged her away, like she was a 
recently-captured alien. 


After seeing that, Mayuri let out a stunned voice. 
“... What was that all about?” 
“Like anyone would know...” 


Shido said that while laughing forcibly. Then, he bent his knees and took out a small doll from 
the crane machine. 


It was a cute angel character. It had a chain on its head to be hanged with. For example, a bag. 


“Mayuri, for you.” 

When Shido gave her that, Mayuri opened her eyes wide with a surprised look. 

“Eh?” 

“What’s wrong? Didn’t you want it?” 

“But we won that with your money, Shido.” 

“Then, it’s a gift. As a memento of today. Let me do that much at least.” 

“<... Nh.” 

Mayuri hesitated for a moment, but in the end she nodded slightly and hung the doll on her bag. 


Looks like the pets hanging on Mayuri’s bag, a lion, a bird and a bottle of milk, had a new 
companion. 


“Well then... Where do we go now?” 


Shido, who was walking through the streets after fully enjoying the arcade, asked Mayuri, who 
was walking next to him. 


Mayuri placed her finger on her chin for a few seconds while thinking, and then moved her 
eyebrows like saying “Ah”, as if she had remembered something. 


“Right. There was something I wanted to see.” 

“Something you wanted to see? A movie or something like that?” 
“No. That’s not what I’m talking about. Let’s see, in this area...” 
Mayuri walked along the road while looking around everywhere. 
Then, she finally located a store and stopped in her tracks. 

“Ah, this should do.” 

“Here... ?” 


After seeing the facade of the store and the displayed products, Shido went speechless for an 
instant. 


At first glance, it looked like a clothing shop... But looking carefully, he could see that those 
clothes were the ones used by anime and manga characters. 


That’s right. This was one of those stores called Cosplay Shop. 
“Mayuri... are you into cosplay?” 

“Well, it’s not about that...” 

Mayuri entered the shop while speaking unclearly. 


It would be a lie to say that such behavior did not attract his attention, but today he had promised 
to go with Mayuri to wherever she wanted to go. Shido followed her and entered the store too. 


Then, after watching the inside of the shop with curious eyes, Mayuri started looking for a 
costume, a wig, and other things. 


“Ah, this...” 
At that moment, Mayuri raised her voice signaling that she had found something. 


Upon looking at her, he could tell that she was carrying some sort of a uniform. A black blazer 
and a blue skirt. On the chest part of it was an “R” shaped emblem. It was the uniform of Raizen 
high school, where Shido currently attended. 


“The Raizen uniform? What’s it doing in a place like this?” 


“Now that you mention it, I think it’s written in the front of the store that they buy and sell used 
costumes.” 


“And it’s alright to treat this like a costume!?” 


For some reason, he suddenly began to think of the shop as a suspicious one... But, well, it was 
possible for someone who wasn’t a student to see the school uniform and believe it to be a 
costume. It was very likely that a graduated Raizen student sold it to this shop. 


“. *Fuu~mh*.” 


After looking at the uniform for a few moments, Mayuri walked away with it towards the fitting 
room, and closed the curtain. 


A few minutes after that. 
Mayuri appeared once again. This time, wearing the Raizen high school uniform. 
“... How do I look?” 


“*Hee~*... Your usual white uniform suits you well, but I think this one looks really good on 


you too. How should I say it? It makes you look a bit more mature.” 


Shido said what he honestly believed. It was the first time he saw Mayuri wearing the Raizen 
uniform, but, surprisingly, he felt it suited her. 


“I see.” 


Mayuri curtly, although somehow looking happy, answered that. Then, after spinning and waving 
her skirt where she stood, she closed the curtain once again. 


Then she changed to her previous clothing and left the fitting room. 
“Well, you changed already? That’s a shame.” 

“This is fine. As for me, I’m done.” 

“<... 2 “As for me”?” 


While Shido tilted his neck, Mayuri approached him and handed him the Raizen uniform she was 
carrying, a wig , and some hair ornaments. 


“Well then, this is for you.” 
“... Ha?” 
In an instant his eyes turned into dots. 


But having understood the situation a moment later, Shido spoke with a trembling voice while a 
dry smile appeared on his face. 


“A-ah... I see. You’re telling me to pay for it, right? So that you can use it. So that YOU~~ can 
use it!” 


He repeated it twice to emphasize. However, Mayuri moved her neck sideways. 
“No. I’m asking you to try this on, Shido.” 
“WHY1?” 


He accidentally spoke in English. However, that was totally understandable. After all, the clothes 
that Mayuri gave him consisted of a blouse, a cardigan, and a skirt. No matter how you looked at 
it, it was a girl’s clothing. 


“You’re asking “why’’?... Well, because I want to see it with my own eyes too. The famous 
Shiori-chan. 


“Wha-wha... ?” 


Shido’s cheeks shuddered. Shiori-chan was the alias Shido used when, due to certain 
circumstances, had no other choice but to dress like a woman. To Shido, it was a dark past inside 
his dark past, and he didn’t want to transform ever again. 


“Eh?... Is it impossible?” 


“Of course it’s impossible! Or rather, when you said you wanted to see something, is this what 
you meant! ?” 


After Shido screamed, Mayuri twisted her lips a little as a sign of moodiness. 
“But you saw me cosplaying...” 
“You tried that on your own, didn’t you!?” 


“... But everyone saw her, and I alone didn’t. That’s not fair. Or does it bother you that much to 
wear the same clothes that I used?” 


“Ugu*...” 


Shido always got very weak when they looked at him like that. He hesitated for a few seconds, 
but, in the end, grabbed everything with a big sigh. 


“... But just this once, alright?” 
“Yes.” 


Mayuri nodded sincerely. She was not one to show a lot of expression changes, but, strangely, it 
seemed like a sense of excitement could be felt hovering over her face. 


““.. For God’s sake.” 


After letting out another breath, he entered the fitting room and reluctantly changed into the 
costume. 


Then, after putting on the wig, he checked his figure on the mirror and opened the curtain. 
“... Here you go. Are you satisfied with this? 


His voice was still his natural voice because he didn’t have the voice transformer, but his 
appearance completely showed the figure of a girl. 


Mayuri, who was waiting in front of the fitting room, opened her eyes wide in surprise. 


“... Amazing. You are that, far more than I expected.” 

“What do you mean, “that’!?” 

Shido, with half closed eyes, replied to Mayuri, who spoke in amazement. 

“But it really is incredible. I thought you had a neutral face, but this is...” 
“Please, stop... I want to live a normal life.” 

“Ee~~. It’s an exceptional talent ~~! It would be a waste not to improve it~~.” 
“Yeah... It’s amazing. It’s a lot cuter than a careless girl, right?” 

“No, no, I think you’re exaggerating...” 

“But, what are you saying!? “Two for one”, it’s a phrase made for you, Darling~~.” 
“<... Nh?” 

At that moment, both Shido and Mayuri tilted their necks. 

It seemed like some kind of strange reply had intermingled in their conversation. 
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The two of them looked to the right at the same time. Then, they saw a tall girl with a smile on 
her face that extended from ear to ear standing there. 


After looking at her, Shido unconsciously raised his voice. 
“Miku!? How long have you been there!?” 


That’s right. The one standing there was none other than Miku Izayoi, third- year student from 
the Rindouji Institute for Women and a top idol at the peak of her popularity. 


Miku stuck out her chest triumphantly like saying “*Fufun~~*”, and then she started talking. 
“I was calmly walking down the streets when my Shiori-san sensor suddenly started ringing!” 
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Hearing Miku’s words, Shido went speechless. It was probably just a coincidence, but in Miku’s 
case, he ended up thinking that it wouldn’t be strange for her to have a mysterious sensor like 
that installed. 


Noticing or not what Shido was thinking, Miku twisted her body and then started speaking with a 


sweet tone. 


“Aah~~... Being able to meet Shiori-san and Mayuri-san in a place like this... If this isn’t called 
fate, then I don’t know what to call it! And since we’re here, let’s get changed and take a picture 
together~~! Come on, you too Mayuri-san!” 


“Eh? No, I was—*‘ 


Mayuri was about to say something, but it looked like she was no match for Miku’s impetus. She 
gave her some sort of strangely cute costume and, somehow by force, sent her to the fitting 
room. 


Next, Miku made a vee~~~~eery fierce smile, grabbed a costume with a high degree of skin 
exposure, and slowly walked towards Shido. 


“Well then, let’s get you changed into this clothing, Shiori-san, shall we~~? Ah, but don’t 
worry~~. I'll give you a hand with eeeverything~~ you need, okay~~?” 


“He-hey, wait a moment. What’s with that clothing? Or rather, why are you moving your hands 
like that!? No, wai... Nooooooo0000!!” 


Shido’s scream resounded throughout the Cosplay Shop. 
“... I can’t believe... I went through that...” 
After exiting the Cosplay Shop, Shido walked down the street with weary steps. 


In the end, after that, Shido had suggested changing into a costume with a lower degree of skin 
exposure, but the damage had already been done. The cosplay photo of the three of them had 
already been taken in great detail. 


Mayuri walked next to Shido while silently looking at her Smartphone’s screen. 


Displayed on the screen, he could see the picture of three girls, each one wearing the costume of 
a transformed heroine. Like those that appeared on animes that aired on Sunday mornings aimed 
toward young girls... Well, it was really a picture of two girls and one young guy. 


Shido, personally, wished that she’d delete the data as soon as possible, but upon seeing Mayuri’s 
face, which somehow looked happy, he found himself unable to say it. 


“... Ah, Shido.” 


Then, Mayuri raised her face and suddenly said that. 


“Nh?... What’s wrong?” 
“There. That is... ?” 


She said pointing toward the beginning of a bridge that resided up ahead. A big torii? could be 
seen there. 


“Ah, that’s a shrine. Have you never been to one?” 
“No. I want to go. Is that okay?” 
Mayuri asked him while tilting her neck. 


Today, he was supposed to be dedicating his time on his date with Mayuri. How could he 
possibly say no? Besides, compared with the Cosplay Shop from a while ago, this was a hundred 
times better. Shido nodded in confirmation like saying “Of course.” 


They crossed the bridge, passed beneath the huge torii, and entered the shrine grounds. 


The pathway—sandou— that extended and led to the inner sanctuary— honden—*, adorned on 
the sides with kKomainu’, stone lamps, and also trees dyed in red, produced a truly fantastic 
atmosphere. While feeling like they had ventured into a postcard, they advanced step by step. 


“Since we’re here, shall we pray?” 
“Yes.” 


After nodding slightly, Mayuri took out a 5 yen coin from her purse and threw it into the offering 
box—saisenbako—’. Then she rang the bell and clapped both her hands making a *Pam, pam* 
sound. Shido too, following her example, performed the “nirei-nihakushu-ichirei”’ and gently 
closed his eyes. 





2 A torii (F) is a traditional Japanese arch that can usually be found at the entrance of Shinto shrines, marking the border between the profane and the sacred 


space. It consists of two columns on which two parallel crossbars, often colored in red or vermillion hues, are based. 


3 A sando (218 approaching road) in Japanese architecture is the path that leads both to a Shinto shrine and a Buddhist temple. 


4 The honden (AX }&main shrine) is the most sacred building in a Shinto shrine, made specifically for use of the God consecrated in the sanctuary. 


5 Komainu (3H A) is the name given to the pair of animals, with hybrid form between the dog and the lion, who usually guards the entrance to the inner sanctuary 


or honden. 


6 Saisenbako (#£#% #4) - literally “saisen box” - the box that collects the offerings, usually located near the entrance or in front of a shrine’s halls. 





7 “Nirei-nihakushu-ichirei”[— ¢L — #4] — ¢L] Lit. means: “2 bows, 2 applauses and 1 bow”. 


He needed to wish for something but nothing came to his mind. After thinking this and that, 
Shido settled with: “I wish for the happiness of everyone”. He said these vague words to himself. 


He opened his eyes and returned his united hands to their original position. At that moment, he 
noticed that Mayuri, who was standing next to him, was still praying. A few seconds later, 
Mayuri opened her eyelids. 


“Well, it looks like you were praying with a lot of enthusiasm, weren’t you? What did you ask 
for?” 


After hearing Shido’s question, Mayuri suddenly loosened her lips. 

“Tt wasn’t a big deal. ... Just... I asked for this day to go on forever. Just that. 

Hearing those words, Shido ended up staring at Mayuri for a few moments. 

The words themselves weren’t a big deal. It was almost the same thing as Shido’s wish. 


However—How could this be? Looking at Mayuri’s face, who said that, he felt something 
similar to a strange sense of ephemerality. 


“... 2 What’s wrong, Shido?” 
“No... It’s nothing.” 


Shido answered ambiguously, causing Mayuri to tilt her neck doubtfully. Then she continued 
with her words. 


“By the way, let’s go get our fortune. We’re in a shrine after all.” 
“Y-yes, you’re right.” 


After answering, the two of them, side by side, walked from the inner sanctuary—honden—to 
the site where they could get their fortune. 


Then, in that place, they saw the familiar figure of someone who was already there. 
“Nh? That’s...” 


It was a small framed girl that was wearing an adorable hat. On her left hand, she had a funny 
looking puppet rabbit. 


That’s right. It was the girl that lived in the apartment next to the Itsuka residence, Yoshino, and 
her friend, ““Yoshinon”’. 


“Yoshino and Yoshinon, you’re here, eh?” 
“Ah—Shido-san, Mayuri-san.” 
“»yArara~~. You two also came to pray ~~?” 


“Yoshinon” began moving her mouth, opening and closing it, while gesticulating and alternately 
looking at the faces of both Shido and Mayuri. Mayuri nodded in answer to that. 


“Yes. It’s as you say. And since we were already here, we thought we’d get our fortune.” 
Mayuri replied. Then, “Yoshinon” started shaking her hands. 


“Oh, really? Actually, the two of us also got our fortune. Come on, Come on, Yoshino~~, why 
don’t you show them~~?” 


“Ah, yes.” 

Yoshino showed them two small pieces of paper she had on the palm of her hand. 
Upon looking at them, Shido and Mayuri raised their voices in astonishment: [“Hee.”] 
“Amazing. The two of you got “good fortune”.” 


“Looks like you have the Goddess of fortune on your side, right, girls?” 


Hearing Shido and Mayuri’s words, Yoshino laughed sheepishly while “Yoshinon” laughed 
proudly. 


“Well, we can’t be left behind, right? Let’s see, will it be enough to put the Money in here... ?” 


Shido put a 100 yen coin in the box and, sincerely wishing for the best, took out his fortune. He 
opened it and checked the letters that were written on it. 


“*.. Eh!? Bad fortune!?” 


He unconsciously made a sour face. There, on the small sheet of paper, the two words that 
signaled the worst possible fortune were written. 


“yArara~~. Don t mind that.” 
“Please, don’t be depressed , Shido-san...” 
“Y-yeah...” 


While laughing bitterly at Yoshino’s consoling words, he let out a sigh *Haa*. Next, Shido 


looked toward Mayuri’s direction. 

“How about you, Mayuri?” 

“Nh...” 

After hearing Shido’s question, Mayuri showed him and Yoshino the fortune she got. 
The words written there were—’Bad fortune”. 
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“»yEe~~!? You too, Mayuri-chan!? How sinister~~ 


After seeing that, “Yoshinon” crushed her cheeks with both hands. Yoshino continued her words 
hastily, trying to help. 


“But-but... what it says there doesn’t always actually happen...” 
“Nh... ?” 
However, at that moment, Shido tilted his neck. 
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Even though she got bad luck, for some reason, it looked like Mayuri had, if only a little, a happy 
face. 


Yoshino and “Yoshinon” probably noticed that too. With a puzzled face, they asked Mayuri. 
“»Eh? Mayuri-chan, do you like bad luck?” 

“You look... somehow... happy.” 

“No... That’s not it. It’s just that—“ 


She did not get a chance to finish.Out of nowhere, a sudden gust of wind blew and lifted the 
surrounding fallen leaves into the air. 


He thought that Mayuri might’ve actually said something at that moment... But he wasn’t able to 
hear it too well because her voice had mixed in with the noise the wind had made. 


After separating from Yoshino and “Yoshinon”, Shido and Mayuri were once again walking 
through the city. 


“Well then, where do we go now?” 


“Nh. I’ve decided where we’ll go. There.” 


After saying that, Mayuri pointed at a store on the other side of the road. 


“There?... Isn’t that a 100 yen store? Are you sure? We don’t always have an opportunity like 
this...” 


Shido raised his voice in surprise. That’s right. It was just an ordinary 100 yen shop. Frankly 
speaking, it’s a store that they could go to whenever they wanted. 


“T’m sure. I’ve always... wanted to go.” 
However, Mayuri genuinely said that and stared into Shido’s eyes. 


If she really wanted to go, Shido had no objection. He replied: [“I see.”], and the two of them 
entered the store. 


Its interior was filled with many different items, sweets, and other things that were put up on 
display. This was obvious, but everything there cost a mere 100 yen. Today, it is just a normal 
shop for Shido. However, this store was really something extraordinary. The first time he visited 
one, he was enveloped by an amazing sense of omnipotence. 


If Mayuri had never visited a store like this before, then he could understand why she had an 
interest in it. In fact, ever since they arrived, Mayuri quickly began looking around curiously 
inside the store. 


Then... 
“a Nh?” 


When he was walking around the store following Mayuri, Shido came across a curious group of 
two people. 


One of them was a girl with hair that touched the edge of her shoulders, and facial features like 
that of a doll. The other one was a girl with braided hair, and an expression that looked as if she 
was walking on the moon. 


Those two girls had loaded their shopping basket with various items and were talking in 
whispers about something while squatting. 


“... That way, even if you are short on money, depending on your wits and how you use it, you 
can make it here.” 


“Admiration. Amazing, master Origami. That will serve me a great deal.” 


“Tn particular, the usefulness of this nylon fishing line is really wide. It never hurts to have a 
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few. 
“Question. How do you use these plastic seals?” 


“That’s also a very useful item. If you bring his hands behind his back and tie Shido’s thumbs 
together... I mean, your target’s, that alone is enough to replace a pair of handcuffs for thumbs. 
If you can restrict the movements of his hands, the rest depends on us” 


“Shudder. I see. PI remember that.” 
“... Origami, Yuzuru. What are you two doing in a place like this?” 


After Shido said that with half closed eyes, the girls—Origami Tobiichi and Yuzuru Yamai, 
shook their shoulders in surprise. 


“Shido, why are you here?” 

“Astonishment. You surprised me.” 

“... No, I was the one surprised!” 

Shido pointed at the shopping basket that was next to the girls while sweat ran down his cheek. 


The basket’s contents consisted of ordinary sundries ... But why did he have such a bad feeling? 
Shido could only feel a sinister aura emanating from them and nothing else. 


“You two, what do you plan to do with... ?” 


When Shido was about to finish his sentence, Origami and Yuzuru suddenly stood and both 
raised a hand quickly. 


“I remembered something urgent. Take care, Shido.” 
“Agreement. Especially on moonless nights.” 
After saying that, they walked quickly to the cash register. 


Honestly , Shido felt that he had to figure out what exactly those two were up to... But since he 
was also afraid of hearing something he didn’t want to, he preferred to remain silent. 


Then, Mayuri suddenly poked her face around the corner of a shelf. 
“Shido, what are you doing?” 
“Nh. No... I’m sorry. Just looking at something.” 


It would be a problem if his interest ended up being caught in this world... Shido vaguely 


dissimulated and walked towards Mayuri. 


She was in the area where the toys were displayed, next to the corner of miscellaneous items in 
which Shido was. After confirming that Shido had arrived, she pointed at one of the pendants 
displayed on the shelf and looked at Shido’s face. 


“I want... this.” 
“Eh?” 


Hearing Mayuri’s words, Shido opened his eyes wide. The pendant Mayuri pointed at was cute, 
that much was true, but it had a quality that was definitely appropriate for a 100 yen shop. 
Perhaps, it would be lovely to see an elementary schoolgirl using it, but he felt it would be 
inappropriate for a young girl of Mayuri’s age. 


“I don’t have a problem with it... But you can always ask for something better, you know?” 
“No need. I want this one. ... I can’t?” 

“No, of course you can. Well, shall we go pay for it?” 

“Yes.” 


Mayuri nodded slightly. Shido took in his hands the pendant Mayuri had pointed at, went to the 
cash register, and paid for it. 


At that moment, he thought he saw two girls on the adjacent cash register that were paying for a 
lot of useful articles. Ignoring what they could be used for, Shido decided to act like he hadn’t 
seen anything. 


“Mayuri, here.” 
After leaving the store, he took the pendant from the bag and offered it to Mayuri. 
However, Mayuri didn’t take it. Instead, she silently pointed her finger up to her neck. 


For a moment, he didn’t understand what Mayuri was trying to say—But he soon figured it out. 
Shido, with a forced smile, put the pendant around Mayuri’s neck. 


“... *Fufu*.” 
Mayuri spun ,with her fingertips, the pendant that decorated her chest and flashed a big smile. 


“How do I look?” 


“Yes, it really suits you... Although, would it be right to say that? But... Yes, you look very 
cute.” 


“<... Lsee.” 


Hearing Shido’s compliment, Mayuri, after answering that looking somewhat embarrassed, said 
in a low voice: [“— Thank you.”’]. 


After leaving the 100 yen store, while peacefully walking through the city, Mayuri suddenly 
stopped in her tracks as if she had found something. 


“Hey, Shido, what’s that?” 
“That?” 


When looking at the place Mayuri was staring at, he could see that there was a sign with the 
picture of a cat drawn on it. Shido opened his mouth while slightly nodding. 


“That’s what they call a “Neko Café”.” 
“Neko Café?” 


“That’s right. In short, it’s a cafe where you can drink while playing with cats. The menu also 
features things based on cats.” 
“*Fuu~n*...” 


Mayuri answered that while looking at the cat that was drawn on the sign. 


She didn’t seem to be too interested in it... But it wasn’t like that. Mayuri’s voice was desultory, 
but her eyes seemed to be sparkling with a strange gleam. 


“Shall we go in for a while?” 
“Eh? Nh... But this was not a part of our plans...” 
“No problem. Today I’ll accompany you anywhere you want, Mayuri.” 


Hearing Shido say that, Mayuri, looking a little embarrassed, said: [“—... Alright, but just for a 
while.”’]. 


“Then, it’s decided. Well, shall we go inside now?” 
Shido entered the Neko Café with Mayuri. 


“Waar...” 


They could see that the inside of the store had a lot of cats of different species. Some of them 
were huddled together, others stretching, and others purring. 


However, in contrast, they couldn’t see a single person. Today was a holiday. The fact that there 
weren’t any customers was, definitely, something unnatural... But maybe this wasn’t a well 
known shop. 


While Shido was thinking such rude things, a girl who appeared to be an employee, approached 
them running kind of giddily from behind a counter. 


“Umm, we’re truly sorry. But it just so happens that a client reserved the local store for today...” 


After saying that, the employee lowered her head looking distressed... Shido nodded like he had 
understood. So that’s why there wasn’t anyone there. 


“Ah, I see. Nh~... That’s a shame.” 
“Can’t help it. There are still some other places I want to go to, so let’s go.” 
“Nh. Let’s do that.” 


But—when Shido and Mayuri were about to leave the shop after rotating 180 degrees, a girl with 
black hair wearing drab clothing arrived. Maybe something good had happened to her, because 
she was humming a song seemingly in a good mood. 


“Eh? Kurumi... ?” 

After seeing her face, Shido said her name unconsciously. 

That’s right. The one who had entered the shop was none other than Kurumi Tokisaki. 
“Eh? Ah—Shi-Shido-san!?” 


Looks like at that moment, Kurumi finally noticed Shido and Mayuri. She shook her shoulders 
and clearly made an expression of surprise. 


Then, just to match with that, the Neko Café employee raised her voice. 
“Ah, welcome. We were waiting for you. Thank you very much for today’s reservation.” 


The employee made a small reverence. Maybe because she saw that, sweat began to flow from 
Kurumi’s face. 


“Well, so you were the one who reserved the place, huh, Kurumi?” 


“You like cats, right?” 


“Y-you’re wrong! It wasn’t me!” 


After listening to what Shido and Mayuri said, Kurumi strongly moved her neck sideways while 
letting out a shrill voice. 


“Eh? Then why did you come to this shop... ?” 


“I just made a mistake. I thought this was an ordinary cafeteria, but it looks like I’m wrong, 
right? I have never been to a place like this. —Well then, Shido-san, Mayuri-san, have a nice 
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day. 
Kurumi bowed while, strangely, speaking quickly and trying to leave the store. 


But, maybe because she was in a hurry, she ended up hooking the bag in her hand on the rack 
and its contents scattered all over the carpet. 


“Kyah!” 
“Wow, are you alright?” 
“Be more careful.” 


Shido and Mayuri crouched and gathered the contents of the bag which were scattered in the 
area. 


Then... 
“... Nh? What’s this? “ Neko Café Kitty Park points card”... ?” 
“*Wah*... It has an incredible amount of seals.” 


“*Uoh*... You’re right. This is amazing. I wonder just how many times you have to come here 
to get this many seals...” 


“Ah, look at this. There are a lot of cat toys here. My Neko Jarashi... ?” 
“Kya~~~h! 9 


While Shido and Mayuri looked curiously through what was inside the bag, Kurumi raised her 
voice like a cry and began to snatch everything from their hands. 


“Kurumi, after all, you...” 


“You are wrong! This, well... This is something I picked up! I was just about to take them to the 
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police box 


Kurumi explained while shoving the points card and cat toys in the bag. It seems like she wanted 


to stubbornly emphasize that there was no relationship between her and this store. 


However, at the next moment, the cats in the store started meowing. They approached Kurumi 
and rested their paws on her legs. 


—lIt was like they were saying “play with us” or “give me a snack, please”. 
“Ah... Uh... Ah... Ah...” 


With an attitude that said she could not alienate the cats gathered at her feet even if she wanted 
to, Kurumi flushed her cheeks and put on a troubled face. 


“... Mayuri.” 
“Nh 29 


... At this point, they began to feel sorry for her. Shido and Mayuri exchanged glances and 
nodded at the same time. 


“Well then, looks like it’s as you say. Sorry, sorry, I was wrong.” 
“That’s right. Kurumi would never come to a Neko Café.” 


They clearly do not believe it. They passed by Kurumi, who still had her face red, and left the 
store. 


—About 20 minutes after that, Shido and Mayuri had reached a nearby supermarket. 


It felt more like a family shopping trip than a date... But since this was Mayuri’s first time there, 
it couldn’t be helped. 


But she didn’t seem to have a defined objective. Shido was walking around the store following 
Mayuri, who was looking at the foodstuff with great interest. 


““*Hee*... They’ve got everything here, right? Do you come here often, Shido?” 


“Yes. Depending on the day, I also shop in the shopping district and other stores, but I come here 
quite often because it’s close to my house.” 


“*Fyu~mh*...” 


When Mayuri said that, her stomach let out a charming sound *Guu... *. 
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She placed her hands on her belly and looked away in embarrassment. 


“Ahaha... Come to think of it, we haven’t had lunch yet. You’re hungry, aren’t you? Being in the 
foodstuff section with an empty stomach is tempting, right?” 


Shido said that while shrugging, and looked around. 


“Once we leave, should we go eat something? There are many stores in the area. Although, we 
could also buy bread or onigiri and go eat at the park.” 


Mayuri raised her face as if remembering something. 

“Nh... If we go eat, there’s a place I’d like to go. Could we have lunch there?” 
“Yes, of course. But let’s not go to a very expensive place, alright?” 

“No problem. You are an expert at washing dishes, right, Shido?” 


“Could you not continue the conversation with the premise that I’1l have to wash the dishes!? 
Please!? 


Shido’s cheek twitched slightly and Mayuri loosened her cheeks with a *Fufuh*. 
Then, from behind, a familiar voice resounded. 

“Ara? Shido and... Mayuri?” 

“Nh... ?” 


They turned around in response to the voice. There, a girl wearing her long hair tied with two 
black ribbons, stood carrying a shopping basket in her hand. —It was Shido’s little sister, Kotori 
Itsuka. 


Kotori put on an expression of surprise at first, but then she looked as if she understood the 
situation and nodded significantly. 


“Ah... I was wondering why you had left the house so early on a holiday, but I see now.” 


Shido wasn’t really hiding it or anything, but receiving that attitude, for some reason, he ended 
up feeling embarrassed. He replied while scratching his cheek. 


“The-there’s nothing wrong with it, right?” 


“That’s right. I didn’t say it was a bad thing. And I’m not going to do something as rude as 
interrupting someone else’s date.” 


Kotori let out a sigh like saying “yare, yare”. Despite her being younger than Shido, it looked the 
other way around. 


“... Wait. Kotori, what do you have in the basket?” 


Shido pointed at the shopping basket that Kotori was carrying. It was filled with Chupa Chups, 
Kotori’s favorite candy. 


“Don’t you think that buying that many is an exaggeration... !?” 


“I-I can’t help it! It’s a new flavor! —And more importantly, Mayuri, if Shido does something to 
you, tell me right away, okay? His face is that of Shiori-chan, but a man will always be a man, 
right?” 


“Nh. Alright.” 
“Hey, wait a moment! Wait in many ways!” 
After Shido squinted, Kotori stuck her tongue out and began to move away from there. 


“Well then, I'll be going. But remember, if it gets too late I’ll end up suspecting a lot of things, 
okay?” 


“Ah, hey, wait! Save the candy for after lunch!” 


Shido yelled at Kotori’s back while she left. She took a short glance at Shido and waved her hand 
slightly. 


After seeing that and letting out a small sigh, Shido looked at Mayuri. 


“Well then... Shall we go eat something? If I remember correctly, you said there was a place you 
wanted to go...” 


Shido stopped his words. 

Mayuri, at some point, had crouched and picked up a lollipop—a Chupa Chups. 
“... New flavor...” 

Mayuri said that and stared at the candy with great interest. 

“... Please. Save it for after lunch.” 

That scene was, strangely, so adorable, that it made Shido laugh unintentionally. 


After leaving the supermarket, Mayuri took Shido to a curry shop located in a corner of some 
street. 


Apparently it was a popular store where large queues were formed, but, maybe because it was a 


little past lunch time, they both were able to enter the store without having to queue. 


Shido ordered a katsu-curry, and Mayuri ordered a karaage-curry. From both plates, a pleasant 
aroma, and a complex mixture of spices, rose and made their stomachs growl. 


“Oh, it looks delicious, doesn’t it? Well then, let’s eat.” 
“Let’s eat.” 


Shido and Mayuri brought their hands together while facing each other, then they grabbed the 
spoon and ate the curry at the same time. 


“Nnh! Delicious! And not just the curry, this katsu’s crunching is irresistible!” 
“Nh... You’re right, it’s delicious.” 

Mayuri nodded to sympathize with Shido’s words. 

Then, she ate some more curry, and after that, she began to stare at Shido’s plate. 
“Nh? Is something wrong, Mayuri?” 

“That looks delicious.” 

She said that and pointed at the katsu on top of Shido’s curry. 

“Ah, you want a bite?” 
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While Mayuri’s cheeks blushed, she nodded slightly in agreement. That behavior was so funny it 
made Shido laugh *Haha*. 


rea a 

“Ah, no, I’m sorry, I’m sorry. Here.” 

Shido said that and put a piece of katsu on Mayuri’s plate. 

“Thank you. —Then, take this.” 

Then, as an act of appreciation, Mayuri gave some of her karaage to Shido. 

“Oh, thank you. — Maybe doing this is the true pleasure of eating with someone else, right?” 


“Yes... you are right.” 


Shido showed her a smile and Mayuri, in response to that, flashed a bigger smile. 
“But this is truly delicious. Now I see why you wanted to eat this, Mayuri.” 
“Nh... No...” 

Mayuri replied awkwardly to Shido’s words. 

“To be honest, the most important objective was not the curry.” 

“Eh? Then, why did you say you wanted to come here?” 

Mayuri slowly raised her hand and pointed at the piece of katsu on her plate. 
“This.” 

ag Nh?” 

“T wanted to... have this kind of exchange.” 


Maybe because it was a bit embarrassing to say that, Mayuri whispered while looking slightly 
away. 


Hearing such a cute reason, Shido answered: [“I see.”], and showed a smile once again. 
Then... 
Cees Eh?” 


As if coinciding with that, for some reason, the inside of the store began to get noisy. Shido 
frowned in suspicion. 


However, the reason was known immediately. After the store’s door opened, a girl entered. 


Night-colored hair and crystal pupils. It was a beautiful girl, impossible to forget even if you saw 
her once. In fact, both the employees and the customers,who appeared to be regular customers, 
turned to look at her. 


But, it didn’t quite seem like their gazes had been stolen by the girl’s beauty. 
“T-it can’t be...” 

“Yes... There’s no mistaking it. It’s The Queen.” 

“Tha-that’s her? I can’t believe it...” 


The clients were whispering. But the girl known as “The Queen” opened her eyes wide when 


noticing Shido and Mayuri who were sitting at the back. 
“Ooh! If it isn’t Shido and Mayuri! So you two also came here, huh!?”” 
She said that and sat on the table next to them looking happy. 


That’s right. The one who had entered the store was Shido’s classmate and neighbor, Tohka 
Yatogami. 


“Tohka? You’ll be having lunch here as well?” 

“No. I already had lunch. Now it’s time for a snack!” 

“Curry as a snack... ?” 

Mayuri said that with bewilderment, and then, Tohka replied energetically with an: [“Umu!”’]. 
“This shop is amazing, you know? You wouldn’t guess it but... They give me free curry!” 
“Free? No, that is something I just can’t believe...” 

“Tt’s true! Owner, give me that!” 

Tohka firmly raised her finger and pointed at the menu that was stuck on the wall. 

There it said: “Jumbo Curry Special! If you finish it in less than 10 minutes, it’s free!”. 
“Y... Yes! Right away!” 

The employee that took the order went into the kitchen looking agitated. 


Then, a few moments later, two employees brought the curry into a container the size of a large 
basin. 


“He-here you go. The Jumbo Curry Special.” 
“Umu!” 
“Very well, the time limit is 10 minutes. ... You may begin.” 


The employee, for some reason, spoke without enthusiasm. Tohka brought her hands together 
with a *Clap* and thanked them for the food. Then, she grabbed the spoon and began to bring 
the curry to her mouth at a terrifying speed. 


Then, barely 5 minutes after starting, 


“Thank you very much for the food! Umu! Today was delicious too!” 


“°C 000000000hhhhhhhhh~~~~~~... D? 


After Tohka brought her hands together once again, the crowd, which at some point had 
increased, let out a shaking voice. Then, a rain of applause was heard. 


“Amazing... She finished the unconquerable Jumbo Special in just 5 minutes...” 
“No wonder she’s The Queen...” 

After seeing that, Shido and Mayuri laughed limply. 

“Ah... I see.” 

“The Queen, huh?” 

The two of them exchanged a glance and let out a *Puh* at the same time. 
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—On the floor dyed in red because of the setting sun, two shadows were stretching. 


Shido and Mayuri, who had fully enjoyed their date for a while, walked together to the park on 
the hill. 


From its outside edge, the whole Tengu city was visible. The late afternoon sun crossed the 
spaces between buildings, producing an almost indescribable fantastic scenery. 


Of course coming here was Mayuri’s wish, but, for some reason, Shido felt like this park was a 
part of the date’s development. 


“T feel like no matter what happens, this is the last stop.” 


Shido said that while stretching slightly. Mayuri, who was watching the city with her hands 
placed on the fence, sent him a little sideways glance. 


Then, after smiling like saying “you are right”, she remained silent for a while. 
But—Shido didn’t feel any discomfort or smothering in that silence. 


While he had no proof, he somehow thought that Mayuri, surely, felt the same as him. Even if 
they weren’t talking, you could say it was a relaxing atmosphere. At some point, that feeling had 
appeared between the two of them. 


“Hey, Shido.” 


Who knows how much time has passed. 


Suddenly, Mayuri started talking. 

“I... had a dream.” 

“A dream... ?” 

“Yes. A dream. A really... terrifying one.” 
“What dream? Was there a ghost in it?” 
“No. It wasn’t that kind of dream. But—* 


Mayuri continued her words as she looked at Tengu city with a distant look. 


“Nobody could see me. Even if I walked, even if I was standing nearby, even if I spoke, no 
one—noticed my existence.” 


“That... really sounds like a terrifying dream.” 
Shido said that while frowning slightly. 


People become people as they interact with other people... Somebody once said that. If you were 
conscious, but no one could see you... If no one could hear you... If your hand couldn’t reach 
anyone... 


That would definitely be—an unthinkable situation... with a whole lot of suffering. 


She was just talking about a dream. But even so, due to the fact that Mayuri had to feel that 
terror, even if it was for a short time, Shido couldn’t help but distort his face. 


“But, you know?...” 

Maybe guessing Shido’s thoughts, Mayuri continued her words. 

“Inside that terrifying, terrifying dream, there was one, and only one, salvation.” 
“Salvation... ?” 

“Yes. —There was someone that took notice of me, even when nobody could see me.” 
“*Hee*... Well, I’m happy to hear that.” 

After Shido said that, Mayuri, looking like she couldn’t hold it anymore, put on a big smile. 


“*Fu*... *Fufuh*...” 


“Wha-what is it?” 


“*Fufu*... I’m sorry. Itjs just that—that person... it was you, Shido.” 
“Eh?” 

Hearing Mayuri’s words, Shido opened his eyes wide. 

“M-me?” 


“That’s right. You... found me. Really, thank you very much. ... Well, even if I’m just talking 
about a dream.” 


After laughing at herself, Mayuri shrugged. 
Shido slightly moved his lips while looking at Mayuri. 


“... Well, how to put it? Saying this because of a dream is weird, probably, but... If I had that 
kind of special power, I... would definitely find you. Even if no one else could see you, only me, 
without fail— I'd take your hand tightly.” 
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“That’s why... if you ever have a problem... come to me anytime! Even if it’s in a dream or 
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wherever 
After making a mess with his hair, Shido exaggeratedly said that. 


Then, Mayuri, after a few seconds of silence, took a deep breath and approached Shido with firm 
steps. 


She approached a distance where she could feel his breath, and began to stare into his eyes. 
“Wha-what is it?” 

“You said I could come to you anytime, so I did.” 

“... Why you...” 

Shido let out a sigh *Haa* because it seemed like Mayuri was teasing him. 


Then, Mayuri slowly raised her hands, and covered Shido’s eyes. His visual field colored by the 
setting sun suddenly turned completely dark. 


“Hey, hey, what are you—* 


At the next moment. 

Shido interrupted his words in half. 

If we were to say it right, they were interrupted. 
—Physically, by Mayuri’s lips. 

ETENA 


For a moment, he didn’t know what had happened because his visual field was still darkened, but 
a second later, his brain understood the situation. 


But, even if he understood, he couldn’t do anything about it. He didn’t hug or step away from 
Mayuri. He just stood still as a statue. 


A few seconds after that, Mayuri separated her lips from Shido’s and removed her hands from 
his eyes. 


“—Tm truly happy that you were the one who found me.” 

She licked her lips mischievously and, just like that, began to walk away. 
“He-hey, Mayuri!?” 

“See you around, Shido. —Let’s meet... again.” 


Mayuri slightly waved her hand as if saying that it would be rude to say more than what had 
already been said. 


“... Good grief. She’s...” 


Shido strongly scratched his cheek and let out a big sigh. Right now, fortunately, his face was 
covered by the setting sun. Had it not been like that, no doubt that his face would have been beet 
red like a tomato. 


Then— 

“Eh?” 

When Mayuri’s back could no longer be seen, Shido noticed a strange feeling. 
— There were tears running down his cheek. 


“Eh?... What’s this? Why am I crying... ?” 


Could it be that he ended up crying because he was moved by the unexpected kiss of a girl? 
Or maybe—could those tears be running because he was saddened by Mayuri’s farewell? 
Whatever the reason, it was too pathetic. Shido wiped his tears with his sleeve. 

“How strange... It’s not like this is the last time I see her...” 

He raised his face and spoke towards the direction Mayuri had gone. 

“—See you around, Mayuri.” 


As in perfect sync with it, the afternoon sun hid between the buildings. 


Date A Live Character Q&A? 


Q1: Please tell me the man of your dreams. 
Q2: What line could make your heart thump when a man says it to you? 
Q3: Please tell me your ideal date. 


—Tohka 


Al: Hm...? Man of my dreams? Let’s see... I’d like someone gentle like Shido, cool like Shido, 
and also good at cooking like Shido! 


A2: Mu... I don’t know... until now the line that made my heart thump the most was ‘I won’t 


reject you’. 


A3: A date! Hm, leave it to me! There are a lot of delicious foods at the market shopping district. 
First let’s go to a bakery and eat Kinako-pan. Hm, then a crape and takoyaki, then also a steamed 
bun! After that let’s go to a family restaurant! I recommend... mu? You can’t eat anymore? I’m 
just getting started... 


— Yoshino 


Al: U... um, I like... a kind person... Eh...? What kind...? Umm... a kind person that helped 
me find Yoshinon... with me... when she went missing... 


A2: Um... I think... my heart thumps every time... someone says anything... Eh... not in that... 
meaning...? Um... if he praises Yoshinon as cute... then I’m happy... What if he praised me...? 
Um... I... my heart thumped. 


A3: I’m good... as long as... the other side enjoys it... Where... um... Ah... at the pool... it was 
fun... 


—Kotori 


A1: Why are you asking such useless questions? Is there any meaning to that? ... What? Shido? 
Why did you bring up Shido’s name? ...I do think he is a little cool—wait, what are you trying to 
make me say!? 


A2: Hmph. For starters, it is good if he praises my looks or an accessory. What? Example? Let’s 
see... maybe ‘that ribbon really suits you.’ 


A3: Perhaps an amusement park. Why? Of course because it is fun. There’s no other reason. 
...What? I went there with Shido a while ago? I... I did, but that was a coincidence! 


? More characters, and a different set of questions, are available in the pins of #anime at discord.gg/datealive. 


Coincidence! 
—Kurumi 


A1: Ufufu... Pd like someone that looks delicious. If he is healthy, and honest, —and also has 
spirit power, then I have no complaints. 


A2: A speech is okay too, but for me, a death agony when he is being eaten makes me thrilled. 
After all, it is a sincere scream, wouldn’t you get a thrill from it? 


A3: Don’t you think shopping is wonderful? I want him to choose my clothes. Of course... if he 
chose me underwear, I wouldn’t mind. Ara, what if he asks me to try it on? Ufufu, I wonder. 


—Origami 
A1: Itsuka Shido. 


A2: Many. For example “I actually know Tobiichi from before.” “For the past week, I always 
look at you during class.” “I always smell your PE uniform after school.” “Wow, we are really 
alike.” “What do you think if we go out with each other?” etc. 


A3: 13:00, meet at the station. After that, go window shopping for 2:30 hours, then go to watch a 
movie at 15:30. 18:00, go to an Italian restaurant for dinner. 20:00, go bowling after eating. 
22:00, go to a bar. 24:30, realize that the train had already stopped running. Then we go to a 
night street and (censored). 


—Mana 


A1: Hmm. I never think about it. Those that are not very responsible and not very manly are out 
of the question. A man should be able to make up his mind in an emergency, otherwise that’s just 
uncool. 


A2: Ah... it’s a little embarrassing, but my heart would thump a little if he praised this mole 
under my left eye. 


A3: Hm... relaxing at home is the best, I think. Ahaha, that was unexpected? It’s not like I went 
here and there throughout the year because I like it. Sometimes I just want to take a rest too. 


Koushi Tachibana x Tsunako Interview 


(This was directly following the release of Date A Live: Rinne Utopia.) 
Some of the answers contain spoilers for Rinne Utopia. If you do not wish to be spoiled, stop reading here, or 
skip to page 150 (the Mayuri Judgment Popularity Poll Results Announcement). 


—Please tell us how you felt when you heard Date A Live was going to be made into a game. 


Tachibana: I like playing games personally, so it was simply a joy. When they offered me the 
project, I thought “huh, as if I’m a popular writer”... (laughs). Then I started to wonder which 
kind of game it would be. What first came to my mind was the ADV genre, but since they 
haven’t yet decided on the genre when I heard about it, I had a wild idea of “would they animate 
these characters?” or “is it going to be a command selection system?” (laughs). 


Tsunako: That is because we hadn’t decided on the genre when we started. 


—What kind of game does Tachibana-san normally play, by the way? 


Tachibana: Mostly RPG for the large part. Medabots was my favorite! I mostly played it back 
when I was an elementary school student, though. 


Tsunako: You have time to play (laughs)? 
Tachibana: Not really (laughs). I can only play when I’m on the train. 
Tsunako: I thought you don’t have a chance to ride the train that much (laughs). 


Tachibana: Roughly when I’m going to the meeting or the dubbing, I think. Like today (laughs). 


—wWhat about Tsunako-san, how did you feel? 


Tsunako: Since I always said “if you’re going to adapt it into a game, please let us [Compile 
Heart / Idea Factory] do it!”, I was glad when it came to realization. Also relieved that the other 
company was not ahead of us... (laughs). 


—Please tell us about your involvement in the game project. 


Tachibana: Since they said they wanted a new character, I created a new setting and wrote up a 
plot with it. It is the Story Draft position in the game. 


Tsunako: What I did is design the new character and do the work around package design. Apart 
from that is supervision. I was being picky with every single image. 


—Tachibana-san also supervised the script, right? 


Tachibana: Yes. I made a lot of revisions to Origami. Although in the novel, it was the editor 
who revised Origami’s eccentric behaviors that I wrote, this was my first time revising her 
eccentric behavior that others wrote (laughs). It was a new experience. It made me realize the 
editor’s feelings. 


— When Tachibana-sensei creates a new character, do you start with the outward appearance or 
from the personality? 


Tachibana: I start it from the character’s position. Like relationships with other characters, you 
could say I started from the settings. Then make sure the characters don’t overlap with others... 
Based on that, the appearance will come out later. 


—Please tell us about Rinne Sonogami, the original character in the game. 


Tachibana: For her appearance, I left it [to Tsunako] with “a strong childhood-friend vibe!”’... 
(laughs). Since she is the new character for the game, I thought I’d do something that can’t be 
done in the novel. Thus, the idea of “there’s no way for a childhood friend who did not appear in 
the first volume to appear now!” (laughs). 


Tsunako: If she suddenly appeared in vol.8 then that’d be too forceful. Where have you been 
before now? (laughs) 


Tachibana: You can’t say that, she could be like Marika in Nisekoi who appeared in the middle 
of the story. (Laughs). 


Tsunako: Did she study abroad or something...? (laughs). 


—Please tell us about a part of Rinne’s design that Tsunako-san put an importance on? 


Tsunako: Since my instructions were “anyhow a soft, gentle childhood friend while being 
plain-ish”, I put a lot of focus into making her look like an ordinary person when compared to 


the rest of heroines. Though, maybe it is better if I make her look plainer than she does currently. 


Tachibana: I think this is about right. If you did that, she’d be like Ai, Mai and Mii (laughs). So I 
think it’s already a great balance. 


Tsunako: Thank you (laughs). Also since Tohka’s color is darkish, I tried to design her with 
bright colors in contrast with that. 


Tachibana: Pink for hair color is just about right. 


Tsunako: I’m glad there are no existing characters with pink hair. 


—Please tell us about Rinne’s charm points 


Tachibana: Basically she is full of goodness. There’s no bad part about her. Since her concept is 
soft, kind and gentle, or a good girl if I were to put into a word... however somewhere deep 
inside of her head, she is twisted. Rinne, as with others, also likes Shido a lot, but she doesn’t 
mind if Shido doesn’t choose her. If Shido is happy with other heroines then she is completely 
fine with that. The fact that such thought is not self-deceiving but her true feeling is her twisted 
point. But looking from the front, you could only see she is full of goodness. By the way, I chose 
Hanazawa Kana as her voice... if we talk about a childhood friend, then it is Hanazawa Kana, 
isn’t it (laughs)? 


Tsunako: Since casts are decided before the drawing starts, her expression is also completely in 
the same [Hanazawa Kana’s] image. For her design, it is as we said earlier, but in event CG, 
there are some images with slightly different atmospheres and expressions... 


—Please tell us about Rinne as <Ruler> 


Tachibana: Her concept is a High Priestess, or I should say she gives the vibe of being important 
and divine. 


Tsunako: They told me she should be final boss-ish. 


Tachibana: The first design I was given that was rejected by the editor was even more final 
boss-ish. She even had a halo on her head. That was too final boss-ish. (Laughs). 


# An interesting story that is impossible in the novel and could be established only because it is a 
game. 


—Please tell us the story concept of this work. 


Tachibana: The concept for the story is Adam and Eve as well as The Tree of Good and Evil 
from creation myths. For Rinne Utopia, it is not completely a parallel world but a happening that 
could fit canonically between volume 4 and 5’s timeline. When I looked at the story timeline, I 
found a week before the school trip that was empty... The empty timeline is getting filled 
steadily (laughs). But it is also good that this is right after Kotori’s story. I didn’t label them 
clearly as “Episode 1” or “Episode 2”, but for me, Kotori’s story marked the first conclusion. So 
after Itsuka Sister concluded, we made a game that reflected on the story so far... that is what I 
thought. Apart from that, I had to make a setting allowing spirits that have been sealed to be able 
to use their full Astral Dress in the game. 


—Of Tohka, Origami, Yoshino, Kotori and Kurumi, who is the most orthodox heroine in terms 
of Renai ADV in your mind? 


Tachibana: Tohka is orthodox...? 
Tsunako: Hmm... even if you said Tohka... (laughs). 


Tachibana: If in this list then Tohka, relatively (laughs). 


—For Tachibana-san, which character did you write with the intention of being orthodox? 
Tachibana: Orthodox... orthodox...? 
Tsunako: Everyone has a strong trait, I’m not even sure there is an orthodox heroine (laughs). 


Tachibana: Perhaps Tohka... chosen by elimination (laughs). I think her position is also a main 
heroine. She’s been there since Vol.1, and because she is the first one that appeared, in my head, I 
take her as the main heroine. By the nature of this work, the new spirit that appears in each 
volume is the main heroine, but when Shido is feeling low, it is Tohka who will cheer him up. It 
is also Tohka who will get jealous when Shido gets along well with the new spirit. I tried to make 
Tohka approach Shido in a different way from the new spirit and give her a certain amount of 
screen time each volume to do that. 


—What about Tsunako-san? 


Tsunako: For the appearance, I think Tohka is the most heroine-like. On top of that, the sister is 
also mingling with her. 


Tachibana: Kotori is also on a good track. 
Tsunako: Anecdote-wise, Kotori is also pretty “heroine”, isn’t she? 


Tachibana: Main heroine... Hmm... Perhaps Tohka and Kotori. If Kotori didn’t have the dual 
personality, it might be her... Many have asked whether Black Kotori is her true nature, my 
intent is the existence of both is Kotori. 


—Then let me ask the opposite, who is the most non-orthodox heroine? 
Tachibana: Origami or Kurumi... I think. 
Tsunako: Origami... 


Tachibana: Both are non-orthodox in different ways. Firstly, is Kurumi even a heroine... she is, 
though. I like them though, the crazy characters. 


Tsunako: But if you were to eliminate the choice by one, the first one to disappear is... 
Tachibana: Origami (laughs)! 

(According to the original translator, this is thought to be in response to the original question, not Tsunako.) 
Tsunako: Origami-san is also weird in a lot of ways in the game too. In a good way. 
Tachibana: She is considerably weirder than the novel. 

Tsunako: Is that praise (laughs)? 

Tachibana: Of course (laughs)! I rather respect [the scriptwriter] who did it to such an extent! 
Tsunako: But then you revised and returned it (laughs). 


Tachibana: Though it is fun for me personally, I thought it was a bit too much (laughs). In the 
novel, Origami also got the most revision because I overdid it. 


Tsunako: I want to read the uncut version. 


Tachibana: Origami in the novel is already pretty toned down. I’ve cut a lot, so it should be a lot 
milder. 


Tsunako: Don’t you think there will be readers who are sad to hear that? 


Tachibana: Well, let’s say that Tohka and Origami are usually opposite of each other. 


(In other words, the original Origami is even farther from a normal heroine.) 


—Was having Kurumi sealable in the game, when she is still an enemy character in the novel, 
decided from the beginning? 


Tachibana: Kurumi became a sealable character in the game via a certain trick. In the novel she 
has yet to be sealed, so this is actually her first sealing scene. 


—Since we haven’t talked about Yoshino, can we hear something about her? 


Tachibana: Yoshino sure is strangely popular, isn’t she? It was fun to write her. The character 
who is the most simply “cute” is also Yoshino. 


Tsunako: Yes, I could say she is orthodox in a way. 


Tachibana: Because other characters’ traits are too strong. Well, if you want to say Yoshino also 
has a strong trait, then I can’t disagree. 


Tsunako: The one on this (left hand) side (laughs). 


Tachibana: The place where Shido-kun will arrive in the end when he is mentally fatigued from 
all heroines until now, is Yoshino. 


—Which character do you two like the most? 

Tachibana: This is hard to decide... 

Tsunako: Surely hard... if we include sub-characters like Kannazuki... 
Tachibana: Shiori-chan...? 

Tsunako: Ah! Shiori-chan! It was fun to draw her. 


Tachibana: It’s not only for my own work, but I usually don’t have a favorite character even if I 
like the work very much. Because, how should I say this... I like everyone. 


Tsunako: Everyone is good in their own category. 


Tachibana: You may say I evaded the question, but it is true. Since I put everything I thought was 


cute in the volume. So please write ‘I like everyone!’ as an answer. (Laughs) 


Tsunako: All characters also have a different type of enjoyment when I draw them. It was fun to 
draw Kurumi when a lot of her clones appeared. 


Tachibana: Of all these characters, she is the first character that was made. 
Tsunako: Ah... that is so (laughs). 


Tachibana: To tell you the truth, she was in my [chuuni] notebook (laughs). A woman in gothic 
lolita, with twintails of unequal length and her left eye being a clock! I want to bring her into the 
world for over 10 years, and now here she is. 


Tsunako: When I do the design, I only get the main points. Kurumi was the one with the most 
detailed preconceived design, so it was easy to draw her. That was interesting. 


Tachibana: In that sense, Kurumi might be my favorite, or rather, she might be the one I’m the 
most attached to. 


—Please tell us the character you have found to be easiest to write for. 


Tachibana: Origami is the easiest one to write! Writing Origami’s eccentricities makes me feel 
alive!! ...Well, that was a bit of an exaggeration. 


— Then the opposite, who is the hardest character to write? 


Tachibana: Although she doesn’t appear in the game, it is the Yamai sisters who made the first 
appearance in Vol.5... 


Tsunako: Is that so!? They are cute... 


Tachibana: I like their characters, but their speaking style and having to think up Yamai Yuzuru’s 
2-letter Kanji in front of every sentence is just... 


Tsunako: Ah! That sounds very troublesome. 


Tachibana: At first I planned to make her 2-letter Kanji to be completely unique in Vol.5, but it 
was impossible. Why did I decide on such settings... When these two are together, they are cute 
though. 


—Of the Date A Live characters that Tsunako-san designed, who is considered to be the easiest 
to draw? 


Tsunako: If it is the easiest one to draw, then Yoshino. Because I like drawing children. But for 
the one that I consider worthwhile to draw, even though her Astral Dress is hard to draw, it is 
Kurumi. It was very fun drawing her evil faces. 


Tachibana: I want to bring out one or two more bad girls, though. 


—Then the opposite, who do you consider to be the hardest to draw? 
Tsunako: Origami-san never changes her expression so it was hard to draw her (laughs). 


Tachibana: Unlike the story (laughs). 


—Do Tsunako-san have to give extra attention to something when working on the characters? 
Tsunako: I, personally, am not good at drawings... 
Tachibana: Eh!? 


Tsunako: So I always keep telling myself “I need to get better.” Also I can’t draw mechanics... 
so I have to thank the anime settings a lot for that. I usually have other staff help me. I need to try 
a bit harder. 


Tachibana: Anime’s mechanics are surely amazing. After all, it is by those well-known staff... 
Tsunako: I’ve learned a lot. I want to drag them back even now (laughs). 


Tachibana: When I heard about the anime’s staff, I regretted not making Fraxinus transformable. 


—In this work, we have Rinne, who is a childhood friend-type heroine. Do you have any type of 
heroine in particular that you plan to write about in the future? 


Tachibana: Hmm... maybe a Yandere character... I like Yandere but I think Yandere is already 
scattered into Kurumi and Rinne a little. 


Tsunako: What about outward appearance, or equipment that you want to bring out in the future? 


Tachibana: Glasses! But glasses are quite difficult. 


Tsunako: Tama-chan-sensei! Also, Reine wears glasses sometimes. 


Tachibana: Even though it is my favorite item, it is hard to put it onto the heroine, or how should 
I say. ...Don’t tell me the new angel is a glasses-type!? Or something like that. 


Tsunako: Put on an Astral Dress and the glasses go boom! And it could flash. Or something. 


—TIf there will be another “Date A Live” game, what genre do you think would be a good fit? 


Tachibana: Hmm... maybe a fighting game, adventure game, or a simulation? Rather, I think 
there are only a few genres this series could be made into. It is firstly a Galge-type series 
anyway. 


Tsunako: Since battles are charming, I want to see a fighting game being made. There’s also a 
finishing move. Kurumi would be a cheat. Basically, I think fighting games could be fun. If it 
could be made into an RPG, I want to see that too, but what about the enemy characters (laughs)? 


Tachibana: If it is AST-side, simulation or 3D shooting might be fun. 

Tsunako: Or become a spirit and hunt AST members (laughs). 

Tachibana: “Spirits Musou”!? That sounds fun! 

(Musou refers to “hack and slash” style games, specifically those similar to Koei Tecmo’s “Warriors” games.) 
Tsunako: That is completely evil (laughs). 

Tachibana: You could make lots of Kurumis appear... and then maybe “Spirits Crossing”. 
Tsunako: A life within “Spirits Mansion” (laughs). 


Tachibana: When in awakening mode... spirits start to hunt down townspeople... and now it 
becomes “Spirits Musou” (laughs). Or rather, “Spirits Musou” and “Spirits Crossing” should be 
the same thing. Townspeople that are raised in “Spirits Crossing” are killed in “Spirits Musou” 
mode (laughs)... for that stuff, I think Musou-type or a fighting-type game with a lot of 
movements should be great. It should be fun seeing these characters move in full CG. 


Tsunako: I agree. Although it would be very tough for the modeler (laughs). 


—Please tell us about the surprise for novel readers. 


Tachibana: Origami getting pregnant... (laughs). 


Tsunako: Surely (laughs). 


—How does Tachibana-san feel about the endings? 


Tachibana: I said ‘do it’. Doesn’t this type of Bishoujo-game need to have a pregnancy ending? 
That’s what I said. Other than that there’s adult Kotori... but no doubt [the surprise] is the 
pregnancy ending. Although, there is a chance that Shido did not notice that. “Since when!? 
Whose kid is this!?” (laughs). 


Tsunako: Scary (laughs). Of all endings, Yoshino is the most normal one. 
Tachibana: Yoshino’s ending might be the best one that gives you a feeling of relief. 


Tsunako: If we’re talking about surprises, game event-wise, then Kurumi being sealable is also a 
surprise in a way. 


Tachibana: The biggest difference from the novel is the existence of Rinne. By having her by 
Shido’s side, how the reactions of other characters change is also one of the enjoyment points. 


—What about Tsunako-san? 


Tsunako: I was pretty shocked when I saw the scene where Yoshinon can no longer move. 
“Yoshinon is dead!” I said (laughs). Her droopy ears are just about right. 


Tachibana: And also Ai, Mai, Mii and Tonomachi getting animated via Motion Portrait. 
Tsunako: Everyone... Tonomachi also have character sprites! 


Tachibana: For speaking lines, Mii also said something else other than “Gross” (laughs)! Though 
if I have more energy to spare, I want to give Reine a route as well. Also Ai, Mai, Mii route as a 
bad ending (laughs). Shido-kun who got dragged around by those three, with Donna Donna as 
the BGM... but I think that fits Origami better (laughs). 


—Getting anime adaptation and game adaptation, for the “Date A Live” series that is expanding, 
have you been influenced by any media other than the novel? 


Tachibana: There are a lot of points about character design, mechanics and town that I first 
noticed when it became an anime. For example a partition wall, I thought “Hm, so that’s how it 
moves” (laughs). In the novel, I could add a depiction of partition wall closing based on the 


anime visual. 


Tsunako: My chance of using anime’s line drawings as a reference has also increased. Since 
characters and mechanics splendidly captured my characteristics and refined them, I also adopt 
them into my own works. 


Tachibana: There’s also the Ratatoskr crew whose character designs appeared in the anime first. 
Tsunako: I also want to draw them in the novel! 

Tachibana: Who do you want to draw? PII increase her screen time (laughs). 

Tsunako: <Nail Knocker> Shiizaki. I love her (laughs). 


Tachibana. Understood. Though, even if I give her more screen time, there is a chance she won’t 
be chosen for illustration. Even though she is very cute for a background character. 


—Lastly, please tell us about the plan for “Date A Live” from now on. 


Tachibana: Actually, I have a plan until the end. There are two or three main points... I’m 
currently thinking about a joint plan for them. For the conclusion, for example, will there be a 
last boss, or stuff like that, I’ve already thought about it. Please look forward to it. 


Mayuri Judgment Popularity Poll Results Announcement 

Shido: “Announcing the results of “Date A Judgement’, the popularity poll for the celebration of 
“Date A Live The Movie: Mayuri Judgement” release! 

Everyone: “Ohhhh!” 


Shido: “And, as have been said, today we’ll announce the results of the popularity poll that took 
place from August 22, 2015 to September 23, 2015. This time there were a lot of participants as 
well! 


Tohka: “Umu, thank you everyone!” 
Yoshino: “Thank you...very much.” 
Kaguya: “Kaka! Good work. You will have my praise.” 


Kurumi: “Kihihi...But, halfway through it turned into a Twitter voting system in which every 
vote was worth 50 votes. It is obvious that the number of votes would be huge, right?” 


Shido: “Well, that’s true, but...Even so, it is true that there were a lot of votes, right?” 
Kurumi: “Ufufu... Well then, I'll play along so that you don’t feel ashamed, Shido-san.” 


Shido: “Y-you are always saying those things again...Well, let’s leave that aside. —The voting 
this time was about choosing your favorite character from a total of 13. Other characters that 
weren’t in these 13 couldn’t be voted for. We are sorry to those who wanted to vote for some 
other character.” 


Miku: “Ara~, that’s a shame~. I wanted to vote for Darling as well~.” 


Kotori: “Well, there’s no helping it. If the opportunity shows itself again, I'll be counting on you 
again.” 


Natsumi: “...Do you believe there will be another chance? On the site, it was titled “The last 
popularity poll” or something like that.” 


Shido: “Ah, about that. When I asked for confirmation, apparently, it looks like this won’t be the 
last one.” 


Natsumi: “Eh? Then why did they write that?” 


Shido: “Well, I have no idea...So, leaving that aside, the main issue now is to announce the 
results from this time. The last time Kotori was the announcer, but this time it was me who 


wasn’t in the poll. It is a pleasure.” 

Yuzuru: “Agreement. We are counting on you.” 

Origami: “I’m counting on you for an eternity.” 

Shido: “...T-Then, let’s begin. The first is the 13th place.” 

—13th Place Reine Murasame: 4,836 votes 

Shido: “13th place goes to Reine-san!” 

Reine: “...Nn? Me?” 

Shido: “Yes. Even though you are in 13th place, you actually got close to 5000 votes!” 
Reine: “...Fumu. Which means that if I divided that by 50, it’s actually close to...” 
Shido: “You too, Reine-san!?”’ 

Reine: “...It was a joke. Everyone, thank you for voting for me. I am truly thankful.” 


Shido: “Looks like a lot were charmed by your quiet and kind demeanor and your mysterious 
aura.” 


Reine: “‘...It’s an honor.” 


Shido: “And also, I like your sometimes motherly attitude towards the Spirits...Opinions like 
these.” 


Reine: “...Fumu.” 


Shido: “No, these were the voters’ opinions, not mine, alright? I’m not saying you look that old 
or anything...” 


Reine: “...Well, I didn’t say anything.” 

—12th place: Ellen Mira Mathers: 5,899 votes 
Shido: “12th place belongs to—Ellen!” 

Ellen: “...!? What did you say? What do you mean by that?” 
Shido: “Even if you ask me what it means...” 


Ellen: “12th place...Isn’t it the second place counting from below? It is impossible for me, the 


world’s strongest wizard, to be in a place like this. I demand a new vote.” 


Shido: “Ah, by the way, the number of votes is for the 12th place, but if we counted the number 
of people who voted for you, Reine-san would have passed you.” 


Ellen: “!?” 


Shido: “Well, that doesn’t change the fact that you got a lot of votes. Looks like you won some 
popularity with that airhead of yours.” 


Ellen: “Airhead...? Fuh, I see. You mean that my head is devoid of all the mediocrity that 
thrives in this world, right? In that case, it can’t be helped. People who understand the value of 
an airhead are only a few, after all.” 


Shido: “Ah, yeah. I believe it’s exactly because of that.” 
—11th place Yuzuru Yamai: 13,174 votes 
Shido: “In this place we’ve got Yuzuru!” 


Yuzuru: “Shame. I see I couldn’t make it into the one digit places. But it makes me happy that 
you voted for Yuzuru.” 


Shido: “Looks like you and Kaguya, who holds 10th place, got almost the same number of 
votes, right?” 


Yuzuru: Convinced. So Kaguya is in 10th place, huh. If I’m next to Kaguya, then I have no 
complaints.” 


Shido: “Now that I think about it, in the previous poll you were also next to each other, right?” 


Yuzuru: “Reminiscence. Now that you mention it, it’s true. As Kaguya gets lonely very quickly 
when she’s not always next to Yuzuru.” 


Kaguya: “No, this time and the previous one I was one place above you! If one of us is always 
next to the other, then it’s you, Yuzuru!” 


Shido: “Apparently, in this type of popularity polls, it is very hard for twin characters to get the 
higher places. Maybe it’s because of the charm you two have when being together is enormous?” 


Yuzuru: “Agreement. Kaguya and Yuzuru are inseparable, no matter what.” 


Kaguya: “More importantly, could you please stop revealing my place before it’s my turn just 
like that!? 


—10th place Kaguya Yamai: 14,578 votes 
Shido: “And now we get to the 10th place, Kaguya.” 
Kaguya: “Since you said it already it’s hard to know how I should react now.” 


Shido: “Sorry, sorry. It was my fault. But honestly, I believe everyone thought that Kaguya 
would be next once Yuzuru appeared.” 


Kaguya: “Fun...Well, I can’t say I’m pleased with 10th place, but it can’t be helped if I shared 
votes with Yuzuru. After all, we are one body and soul.” 


Shido: “Actually, if a pair category existed on the popularity poll, maybe the outcome would’ve 
been different.” 


Yuzuru: Agreement. Kaguya and Yuzuru will show our real strength when we are together.” 
Kaguya: “Fuh...That looks interesting as well, doesn’t it?” 


Yuzuru: “Warning. However, even if a pair category was created, we couldn’t drop our guard. 
Kaguya and Yuzuru are the best combination, but there are rivals.” 


Kaguya: “Rivals... Like Yoshino and Natsumi, or like Tohka and Origami?” 


Yuzuru: “Denial. Even though that’s also true...if a coupling division existed, then there is a 
chance that the Shido x Shiori monster will be born”. 


Kaguya: “Ah...!” 

Shido: “No, what do you mean “Ah?”! That is not because of a Doujin, right!?” 
—9th place Natsumi: 23,660 votes 

Shido: “And in 9th place we’ve got—No more and no less than Natsumi!” 
Natsumi: “...!? (Surprised)” 

Shido: “What’s wrong, Natsumi? You are making a weird face.” 

Natsumi: “...I-I didn’t do anything! No bribes, electoral fraud or such...!” 


Shido: “No one’s saying you did anything, right?...Congratulations. Even though out of all the 
characters from this time, you are the only one who hasn’t appeared in the anime yet. But you 


1? 


still got a fine position 


Natsumi: “Wh-what are you looking for...!? Ah...A hidden camera? You are filming me right 


now, aren’t you!? After letting me be glad for a little, you plan to throw me into the deep, don’t 
you!? 


Shido: “As negative as always, right? But well, a lot of people thought «I like that negative 
side!» 


Natsumi: “Wha-wha-what the hell does that mean!? Are you mocking me!? Ah, I get it. It’s that, 
isn’t it? You are trying to get a worn tattered rag like me to get on-stage so that you can laugh at 


Shido: “He-hey, calm down a little.” 

—8th place Miku Izayoi: 36,211 votes 

Shido: “Continuing with the 8th place, Miku!” 

Miku: “Kya~! Thank you very much, everyone!” 

Shido: “O-ou. Unlike Natsumi, you are quite excited, aren’t you?” 


Miku: “It’s just amazing, isn’t it~? Among all these beautiful girls, I’m in the best eight. The 
best eight!” 


Shido: “Yeah, you are right. It’s quite amazing.” 


Miku: “This includes that, right~? That system which allows me to command those below me to 
do whatever I wish, right~” 


Natsumi: “... ... Hi!” 
Shido: “Don’t create systems just like that! Those do not exist here.” 


Miku: “Mu-~, what a shame~. Then, instead, I ask for a reward from Darling. Specifically, I want 
the right to sleep with both of us together completely naked~” 


Shido: “Wait. That’s too weird, right? Rather, if with the 8th place you win the right to sleep 
together completely naked, then what will the next places ask of me!?” 


Miku: “Ufufu~, you’ll have to look forward to that, right~?” 
Origami: “Fumu.” 
Kurumi: “I just heard something really good.” 


Shido: “Stop it!” 


—7th place Kotori Itsuka: 56,478 votes 
Shido: “Going back to normal...We’ve got Kotori in 7th place!” 


Kotori: “Ara, I have fallen a lot compared to last time... Well, I guess it can’t be helped. Lately 
I’ve mostly been dedicating myself to supporting roles.” 


Shido: “Even so, it seems you got more than 50,000 votes. Looks like the white and black 
ribbons each have their fans. But of course, most people like both of them.” 


Kotori: “Yeah, I know. To those who voted for me, thank you.” 
Shido: “Also, as I thought, a lot of people like little sisters.” 
Kotori: “...” 

Shido: “Nn? “What’s wrong?” 

Kotori: “No, that’s something good, it’s just...” 

Shido: “Just?” 


Kotori: “If we talk about little sisters, the fact that she is one place above me is somehow 
frustrating...” 


—6th place Mana Takamiya: 127,723 votes 
Shido: “And with that said, the 6th place belongs to...What a surprise, Mana!” 
Mana: “Oh! Thanks a lot, everyone!” 


Kotori: “This is what I mean! Actually, I don’t care too much about the place itself, but to have 
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lost to Mana, it frustrates me! And to top it all, with twice the number of my votes 
Shido: “It’s true, from 6th place above, everyone had over 100 thousand votes. Incredible.” 


Mana: “Tya~, as I thought, it must be because everyone understood just how good real little 
sisters are. I haven’t appeared too much lately, so that’s why I never thought I’d win against 
Kotori-san.” 


Shido: “But, well, you did appear in Volume 12. Besides, it looks like a lot of people think that 
you looked good fighting in the movie.” 


Mana: “Hou, that makes me very happy! It means it was worth it to go around here and there.” 
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Kotori: “Guh...Nununununu...! 


Mana: “Oya, what’s wrong, Kotori-san? You don’t need to worry about it, right? 7th place is 
commendable enough too, right? I’m sure there are a lot of people who love fake little sisters as 
well.” 


Kotori: “Kuuuu...I-I won’t forget this!” 

Shido: “Kotori, saying that before you leave is for villains...” 

—5th place Yoshino: 171,059 votes 

Shido: “We finally made it to the best 5! And the 5th place is for—Yoshino!” 
Yoshino: “Fuwa...I-is it me?” 

Yoshinon: “Wooh! You made it, Yoshino!” 

Yoshino: “Y-yes...!” 


Shido: “You showed the determination of a spirit that’s been appearing ever since the first 
season. Looks like Yoshino has a loyal fan base. As I thought, they want to be relieved. Every 
person in this world needs an oasis.” 


Yoshino: “Shi-Shido-san. ..? 
Natsumi: “...I agree with what you say, but with how you say it, it makes me sick...” 


Shido: “My bad, my bad. Anyway, it is an amazing result. You made it, Yoshino. As a reward 
I'll give you a «yoshi-yoshi-yoshinon»[1] (caress her head).” 


Yoshino: “Tha-thank you very much...” 

Shido: “Yoshi-yoshi-yoshinon...” 

Yoshino: “U-um, Shido-san...?” 

Shido: “Yoshi-yoshi-yoshinon...” 

Yoshinon: “Uwwah, your eyes are rolling, Shido-kun~!” 

—4th place Origami Tobiichi: 212,752 votes 

Shido: “...Ah...What happened? For some reason...I feel like my head is falling apart... 


Kotori: “Good grief, have you finally recovered your sanity?” 


Shido: “Kotori...? Why are you holding a dented pan?” 


Kotori: “That doesn’t matter. Just return to the announcements.” 


Shido: “Y-yes...Then continuing, the 4th place is for—Origami! It’s a great step forward from 
the previous popularity poll! Congratulations!” 


Origami: “Thank you. I am grateful to you all.” 


Shido: “Looks like a lot of people began to see Origami with different eyes since volumes 10 
and 11. You didn’t appear a lot during the movie, but when you did, you provoked some smiles.” 
Origami: “...” 


Shido: “...Eh? Wait for a moment! Why are you taking off your clothes all of a sudden!?” 


Origami: “The preparations for the SS. In this popularity poll, the SS are supposed to be written 
for the top places. I asked for a what-if story of my wedding night with Shido.” 


Shido: “What kind of request is that!? Or rather, the ones with the SSs are the 2 top places...!” 


Origami: “...! That’s not like what we agreed to. The money I promised you was deposited in 
the bank account.” 


Shido: “As I said, who are you talking with through the phone!? With who!?” 
—3rd place Tohka Yatogami: 357,622 votes 

Shido: “Well, from now on, it’s the best 3! The third place goes to—Tohka!” 
Tohka: “Oh! Thank you!” 


Shido: “Even though you fell down one place from the previous time, you actually got more 
than 350 thousand votes. Halfway, you were fighting for first place with Kurumi. Looks like 
you’ve got a firm popularity.” 


Tohka: “Umu, no words can say how grateful I am. I'll keep doing my best!” 


Shido: “Adding to your usual active role, you got everyone’s attention with your limited form 
during the movie. Really, it looked great.” 


Tohka: “Umu! However, that form was everyone’s powers coming together. I was capable of 
fighting only because everyone was there. I wasn’t the only one who gave her best.” 


Shido: “Yeah, you are right. But—* 


Origami: “It is as she says.” 


Shido: “Wah, Origami!?” 


Origami: “We must respect Tohka’s will, and split her votes with the other Spirits. Specifically, 
90% or more goes to me.” 
Shido: “No... Your spiritual power was not in the movie, right?...” 


—2nd place Kurumi Tokisaki: 531,429 votes 


Shido: “Well, from here, we enter a new dimension... The announcements of the top 2, both got 
more than 500 thousand votes. The 2nd place goes to— Kurumi!” 


Kurumi: “Ara, ara. I missed a bit, didn’t I?” 


Shido: “Well, even so, it is an incredible amount of votes. The last part was a tough fight 
between Kurumi and the 1st place. However, Kurumi always shows an incredible amount of 
strength. She got 4th place on the first popularity poll, but ever since she’s been among the top 2 
places.” 


Kurumi: “Ufufu, My heartfelt thanks to everyone...*Tch* You ran out midway there, right, us?” 
Shido: “Hey, you just said something I can’t ignore. Don’t tell me you...” 


Kurumi: “I don’t understand what you are talking about. I’m simply calling «us» to tell them 
about those who were kind enough to vote for me. Right, us?” 


Kurumi 2: “That’s right”. 

Kurumi 3: “It’s sad that you suspected me.” 

Shido: “No, aren’t there a lot of them!?” 

—I1st place Mayuri: 561,411 votes 

Shido: “And finally, the coveted first place goes to— The movie’s heroine, Mayuri!” 
Everyone: ““Oo0000000000000000000!””” 

Mayuri: “How do I put this? ... Well, thanks.” 


Shido: “Well, this is truly incredible. It’s almost unthinkable that a new character who debuted in 
the film overthrew the top 2 Tohka-Kurumi that always compete for first place.” 


Mayuri: “Nn...Maybe it’s because this is a popularity poll to celebrate the movie.” 


Shido: “Yeah. Maybe that had something to do with it. Looks like those who went to see the 


movie voted saying ‘We want to see more Mayuri stories!” 


Mayuri: “I see. This makes me feel a bit embarrassed...Um, I’m happy. Again, to those who 
voted for me, really...thank you.” 


Kurumi: “Fufu...Well, P1 let you get all the praise this time.” 
Tohka: “Oh! That’s awesome, Mayuri!” 

Origami: “I’m not fully happy, but congratulations.” 

Yoshino: “Congratulations... ... Mayuri-san!” 

Mana: “It’s amazing~. But Mana won’t give up!” 

Kotori: “I never thought you would get first place. That’s surprising.” 


Kaguya: “Kaka... I couldn’t expect less from the Spirit that was born from our Reiryoku. I am 
proud as well.” 


Yuzuru: “Congratulate. That’s amazing.” 

Ellen: “Fun...Well, had I appeared in the movie, the end result would have been different.” 
Reine: “...Ellen, are you crying?” 
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Ellen: “...I just got dust in my eye 


Shido: “And thus we finish the “Date A Judgement” results announcement, the popularity poll 
for the celebration of Date A Live The Movie: Mayuri Judgement release. In which place was 
the character you supported? Really, thanks a lot for the huge number of votes! And as always, 
keep supporting Date A Live!” 


Spirit Congratulations 


“— Cheers!” 
“Ch—eers!” 


Everyone raised their glasses in a toast. Though for Shido, who was still a student, his glass was 
only filled with orange juice. 


He and the others were currently in a large banquet hall of a nearby hotel, with several tables all 
spread throughout the vast room and a crowd forming on one side, all talking and laughing 
cheerfully. Placed at the center of the magnificent room was a densely packed assortment of 
various kinds of dishes, above which hung a large banner with “Anniversary Party” written 
across it. Shido and everyone else here were taking part in a celebration for the anniversary of 
<Ratatoskr>’s founding. 


Perhaps, because he wasn’t used to such grand spectacles, Shido suddenly knocked back his 
orange juice in a single gulp and sighed, as if to calm his nerves. 


“Not to kill the mood or anything, but isn’t <Ratatoskr> supposed to be a secret company...? Is it 
really a good idea to hold such an extravagant party?” 


“No need to worry. This hotel is owned by a company under Asgard Electronics. We reserved it 
all for ourselves today, and all the staff members already know the inside story.” 


Kotori, his little sister who was standing next to him, replied. She was wearing her classic red 
military uniform as usual, but rather than having it hang over her shoulders as usual, she had it 
neatly buttoned up. Perhaps formal events like this were the only times she wore it properly. 


“Well, I have my own opinion on this sort of stuff, but Woodman thinks parties like this are 
important every now and then.” 


“So that’s it... but is it really okay for some of us to be dressed so casually? It feels like some of 
the guests keep subtly glancing our way. It’s a bit awkward.” 


Uncomfortable from their gazes, Shido shifted his body nervously. That’s right. From the very 
beginning, he could feel the other participants always catching glances at him and the Spirits. 


“T’m sorry, but please bear with it. To some extent, that’s one of the reasons we’re holding this 
party.” 


“How so?” 


“Aren’t the crew aboard the <Fraxinus> the only staff members who have ever directly 
interacted with the Spirits before? We’re taking this opportunity to get everyone familiar with the 
Spirits’ faces—The staff are all some of the top professionals in their fields, but that doesn’t 
mean they have that same personal connection or drive toward their job protecting them. Does 
that make sense?” 


“Ah, that’s true...” 
““__Shido! Kotori!” 


Coincidentally, just as Shido was nodding to Kotori, Tohka came back with a sizable plate of 
food in hand. 


“There’s a lot of delicious food here! I grabbed plenty, so let’s eat together!” 

As she said that, Tohka’s eyes were glimmering with excitement, with a smile to match. 
Confronted with such an innocent appeal, Shido couldn’t help but smile back. 

“Ah, thank you. Let’s dig in.” 


He then began eating some of the food Tohka brought back with her and glanced around the 
party looking for some of the other Spirits. 


Everyone really was doing as they pleased. Origami and Kurumi looked just like they usually 
did. Kaguya and Yuzuru were competing to see who could plunder the most food first. Miku had 
a glowing smile as her eyes wandered from guest to guest across the room. Natsumi was the only 
one silently sitting in a corner as Yoshino and Mukuro tried to convince her to join the party. And 
Nia, well her face was already flushed red as she staggered around drunkenly. 


While there were a few concerning points, at least everyone seemed to be enjoying the occasion. 
Then— 

“Hmm...?” 

Shido narrowed his brow as a commotion suddenly stirred in the crowd. 


Soon, he realized the cause for all this noise. As the crowd split in two, a man who was robust in 
years and gently perched atop a wheelchair slowly moved past. 


Elliot Baldwin Woodman, chairman of the Round Table, and founder of <Ratatoskr>. 


“Woodman-san!” 


“Ah, you’re here; are you all having fun?” 


As Shido called out that man’s name, Woodman replied back with a soft smile. All the Spirits 
began to gather back around Shido, as if sensing the situation. 


“Umu, the cuisine here is really great! It’s almost at Shido’s level!” 


“Kya! There are so many pretty ladies among <Ratatoskr>’s staff! We really should set up stuff 
like this more often~” 


“Uhehe... There’s nothing in this world more delicious than wine. Oi, why are there two 
Woodmans suddenly? Are you the legendary Airman*? But Airman can’t be beaten!” 


While everyone’s responses were different, in the end, it was clear that they were all enjoying the 
party. By the way, when everyone noticed that Nia was really drunk, they sat her down quietly in 
a chair to rest. 


Despite that, there was no doubt that everyone was quite happy. When he looked at the Spirits, 
Woodman’s smile grew even more. 


“There’s nothing I wanted to hear more.” 
Then, as Woodman continued to speak, he looked off somewhere into the distance. 


“Thinking back, it really has been such a long time. Thirty years since I fled from DEM... 
when I first founded <Ratatoskr>. I never thought that I’d be able to help protect so many 
Spirits.” 


““Woodman-san...” 


Shido’s expression loosened as he heard Woodman speak with such emotion. But Kurumi, who 
was walking nearby, smiled and said something just under her breath. 


“Ara ara, so that’s it. The thirtieth anniversary of betraying a friend.” 


c6 29 


Even though she said it quietly, Woodman winced when she said that. At the same time, Karen, 
who was pushing his wheelchair, sharpened her gaze at Kurumi. No one else even dared to gasp. 


But Kurumi herself didn’t let the mood bother her and kept smiling. 


3 A reference to a very annoying boss in Mega Man 2, as well as the Unbeatable Airman meme 
popularized by a Japanese music group 


“B-But look, it’s thanks to Woodman-san founding <Ratatoskr> that we’ve received so much 
help! Besides, he left DEM because they were up to no good! Wasn’t that the reason for it!?” 


In a desperate attempt to change the atmosphere, Shidou tried his best to mediate. Woodman 
nodded at what he said, despite the cold sweat dripping down his neck. 


“Ah... I used to share his dream of using the Spirits’ power for revenge, but the moment that I 
first saw her appearance, the Spirit of Origin, I understood my mistake. I couldn’t use someone 
like that Spirit, with her own free will. I couldn’t help but reflect on my actions since then, and 
looking back on that decision, I still don’t believe I was mistaken.” 


When they heard Woodman’s words, the nearby staff all nodded in agreement. 
No matter what he said, Kurumi still smiled and continued to spit venom from her mouth. 


“So it turns out it was like this all along. You fell in love with some woman from who knows 
where at first sight and then betrayed your closest friends that you knew since childhood.” 
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Woodman started coughing violently while all the staff around him went blue in shock. Karen’s 
gaze was now sharper than a sword, as a light cracking noise came from her grip tightening on 
the wheelchair. 


“Hey! Kurumi!” 


Confronted by a scene she couldn’t even stomach looking at any longer, Kotori grabbed 
Kurumi’s shoulder and whispered to her. 


“Why are you trying to pick a fight like this? You know that Woodman-sama is the founder of 
<Ratatoskr>, right? There’s almost no one else who would be willing to give up their life for the 
sake of the Spirits like him...” 


“Ahaha, I understand. Then I guess this means sarcasm is simply not enough.” 
“Huh. ..?” 
Kotori frowned and looked at her in confusion, while Kurumi gave a little smile of her own. 


“Because our esteemed Elliot Woodman-sama is just as responsible for creating the Spirit of 
Origin as Isaac Westcott and Ellen Mathers, I loathe him so tremendously that I am irate at my 
inability to kill him at this very moment.” 


Kurumi continued her calm smile, but compared to the vitriol she spouted, the disparity could 
only make Shido stare at her dumbfoundedly. 


She chuckled and said, “Then, let me excuse myself first.” Then she respectfully curtsied to 
everyone and left quietly... Apparently she only came here to leave those seething remarks. 


“S-Sorry Woodman-san. Usually she wouldn’t say something like that, but, how do I say it...” 


“No... it’s fine. After all, everything she said is true—You all have fun here, but as for me, I 
need to take a break first.” 


He replied weakly and then proceeded to leave the venue with Karen in tow. Somehow, from 
behind, he looked even more lonesome than usual. 


“He’ll be okay, right...?” 
“He’s not the kind of person to break from something like this...” 


Shido and Kotori said with their foreheads mired in sweat, as they watched the two leave. Then, 
as if trying to clear up the atmosphere, the master of ceremonies’ voice resounded through the 
hall. 

“__N-Now then, let’s begin the raffle! Please confirm your entry number!” 


“My number... Ah, here it is.” 


Shido pulled out a compact card with the number 511 printed on it from his pocket. It was given 
to him by the reception as soon as they got here. 


“So, if your number matches the number they pull, you get a gift.” 
“Seems like it. I heard the prizes are pretty fancy this time too.” 

“Wait, you don’t know what they are?” 

As the two of them continued chatting, the MC then shouted “Now then!” 


“While Pd like the raffle to start immediately, this time, we will be joined by the captain of the 
<Fraxinus>—Commander Itsuka Kotori—who will be drawing the winning number for us.” 


“<... Huh?” 


Kotori couldn’t help but stare blankly at the stage when she heard her name called. The 
organizers all turned to her with a round of applause. 


“M-Me? No, why...?” 


“Haha, isn’t this great? Go on up there.” 


Shido smiled as he gently pushed Kotori’s back. She helplessly walked forward—and despite 
looking like she was going to refuse until the very end—she still walked up to the stage. 


Once she stepped onto the stage, she briefly glanced at the staff and gave a salute. The applause 
grew even louder. 


“Wonderful Commander!” 
“Kya~! Kotori-san!” 


And there she stood, waiting for the noise to die down. Shido couldn’t help but smile—Kotori 
was admired by all of the <Ratatoskr> staff, not just the <Fraxinus>’s crew. 


“...Um, I just need to press this button, right?” 


“Yes. As soon as you press that button, the number on the screen will start to spin. Rest assured, 
Commander Itsuka, your number is included as well.” 


All the guests at the venue smiled toward the stage as they heard the MC’s instructions. Kotori 
nodded to him in understanding. 


Despite the quick change of events, this was getting quite interesting for Shido. He once again 
looked down at his number as he anxiously waited for them to announce the winning ticket. 


However— 

“Now then, before we get to that, the prizes that everyone’s been wondering about!” 
The MC said as he pulled off a curtain hanging over the prizes. 

“Why—” 

Shido’s heart skipped a beat as he stared breathlessly. 

That’s right. The prize that he unveiled was— 


“—An Itsuka Shido doll that says, ‘please hug me!’ A 1-to-7 scale Itsuka Shido figure! An 
album of the best autumn photos of Itsuka Shido! Drama CD ‘The Idiot’s Guide to Raising 
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Demons as Domestic Animals’ (voiceover done by Itsuka Shidou) 
...And so on. Every single prize had something to do with Shido. 


“Wait a minute! What the hell are these prizes!? Why don’t I remember ever recording any of 
these or having my pictures taken!?” 


“These prizes were all hand selected by the <Fraxinus>’s Al—treferred to as Maria by her crew.” 
“What did you do, Mariaaaaa!?” 


He couldn’t help but scream in agony. Indeed, for an AI as advanced as Maria, it wouldn’t be 
that hard to take photos stealthily or splice together sounds to create artificial recordings. 


However, even if he understood how they existed, it still didn’t explain why they were being 
used for prizes here at the raffle. But, the moment they finished announcing the prizes, some of 
the organizing staff also let out confused cries. 


—He noticed it. He very unfortunately noticed. 


The breath of the ‘wolves’ lurking in the venue. 


Shido couldn’t help but hold his breath—Origami was now standing directly next to him. 


Maybe it was because of the path he shared from the spiritual seal, or from how long they’ve 
known each other. Regardless of the reason, he had a good idea what Origami was thinking at 
that very moment. 


(—There are currently one-thousand people or so in this hall. Considering the number of prizes, 
the chance of winning is one-percent at best. However, if I use my teleportation discreetly, it is 
possible to swap the winning number with my own. ‘Master Thief,’ I hold a monopoly on that 
title.) 


Leaving aside whether or not that was a title she really had, Origami’s thoughts were definitely 
focused on getting a hold of those prizes. Seeing the glint in her eyes and the way she casually 
flipped her card around, Shido had to take a deep breath. 


“—_Ufufu—” 
sE: E p? 
But she wasn’t the only one. The figure of Miku excitedly smiling was reflected in Shido’s eyes. 


(Darling’s merchandise huh... They must be mine. Seems like I need to kindly say ‘please’ to the 
winner...) 


Although Miku didn’t actually say that, he felt like he heard that in her voice. Resistance was 
futile against her voice. 


“—Kihihi.” 


And it didn’t end there. Shido couldn’t help but shudder the moment he noticed Kurumi’s face in 
the crowd as well. The instant he did, her shadow began to move. 


(—Kiuhihi. For the average person, they can only have one entry ticket, but if all of us in the 
shadows have our own tickets, what will happen then? If somehow everyone fails without 
exception, then at that moment—) 


““W-What are you planning...?” 
He trembled as his face turned blue at Kurumi’s scheming. 


This was no longer the same party venue. It had become the hunting grounds of several starved 
wolves, and worst of all, the lambs hadn’t even noticed yet. 
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Kotori also seemed to be picking up on the sudden shift in atmosphere, as she glanced over the 
crowd with a nervous look. 


“Now then, Commander Itsuka! Please press the button!” 


However, neither of the two could think of anything to resolve this situation. As if coming to 
terms with that realization, Kotori took a deep breath and walked up to the button. 


“...Now, let’s start this raffle.” 
As if announcing the declaration of a war, Kotori pressed the button. 
The numbers on screen began to scroll quickly. 
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Shido forcefully pressed his hands together—Praying that either Origami, Miku, or Kurumi 
would win. 


Even though he really didn’t want them to get any of these prizes, it would be worse if some 
ordinary <Ratatoskr> staff member was chosen instead. Then the ‘wolves’ would start ‘hunting.’ 


In fact, it was fine if it wasn’t even Origami, Miku, or Kurumi in the first place. As long as one 
of the Spirits was chosen, then any potential crisis may be avoided. The more he thought about it, 
even <Fraxinus> crew members who understood the situation would be fine. Please—! 


“Fu 1? 


As Shido prayed so very desperately, Kotori exaggeratingly raised her hand to press the button 
once again. 


Just as she did, the speed of the numbers gradually fell and eventually stopped. 
And it stopped on—511. 
“Huh?” 


Perhaps because of how strongly he prayed, his ticket had been completely crumpled with 
creases—but, the number 511 was still written there plainly. 


At that moment, all the eyes of those ‘wolves’ focused directly onto Shido. 


Even though he didn’t have the time to exclaim that he won, everyone around him seemed to 
figure out what his number was. 


“Shido, congratulations on winning.” 
“Congratulations, Darling!” 

“Kihihihi! Congratulations!” 

“Yeah—hold on, guaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!?” 


Shido’s voice echoed throughout the banquet hall. 


Unnamed Story 1 


Or at least I don’t know what the name is 


As Kotori, Mukuro, and Kurumi were walking beside the road next to the residential area one 
morning, Tohka ran past them in a panic. 


“E-Everyone! This is terrible!” 

“What’s wrong, Tohka? You look flustered.” 

“Mun, what happened?” 

As Kotori and the others asked that, Tohka panted and pointed in the direction she came from. 
“—There’s a space alien!” 

“What?” 

Tohka’s inexplicable words caused Kotori and Kurumi to turn to each other. 

Mukuro was the only one who was surprised, yelling, “W-What did you say!?” 


“..Can you tell me more about it?” 


“Muu... I was walking on the road just now when someone called out from behind. As I turned 
my head, I saw a creature with a silver body, huge eyes, and tentacles stretching out.” 
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“I was so scared that I screamed, ‘Who are you?’, and the other person replied ‘I am a space 
alien.’ It seems that they’ve come to invade Earth from the planet Alpha Kentalis! The Earth will 
be finished at this rate!” 


“...I-Is that right...? That space alien seems to speak Japanese pretty fluently...” 


Sweat dripped down her forehead as Kotori scratched her cheeks. There were so many places she 
wanted to interject, but this happened so suddenly that she didn’t even know how to react. 


“Kotori-san, Kotori-san.” 
Then, Kurumi whispered her name as she turned her phone screen towards her. 
A calendar was displayed on it—today’s date, April 1st, was marked with a red circle. 


“Ah—” 


At this moment, Kotori finally realized it was April Fool’s day. 


Incidentally, she remembered telling Tohka that April Ist was a day to tell lies. It seemed that 
Tohka still remembered this. 
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In that case, it didn’t make sense to complain. Kotori and Kurumi winked at each other and then 
replied in a somewhat fake tone. 


“W-What?! This isn’t good! We have to immediately give instructions to <Fraxinus> to capture 
this threat!” 


“If things like Spirits exist, there’s nothing strange about the existence of aliens. Allow us to 
move from the world chapter into the universal chapter!” 


“Um, mun... hold on. Shouldn’t communication be given priority? Even though they are 
residents of a distant star, since they can talk, maybe we can understand each other!” 


Contrary to the other two, Mukuro was talking in earnest. 


Instead of discovering Tohka’s lie, it seemed she believed this from the bottom of her heart, but 
that was perfect for helping to cover up Kotori and Kurumi’s artificial tone. 


Kotori glanced at Tohka. She should be satisfied with this. Was it now time to explain? 
—However. 

“Huh?” 

The next moment, Kotori widened her eyes. 


The reason was simple. On the other side of the wall, accompanied by a sizzling voice, a 
mysterious creature had appeared. 


—A silver creature, with huge eyes, and countless tentacles going up and down its body. 
“Kiyaaaaaaa—!?” 


“A aaaaaaaaah—!?” 


A sorrowful cry from the girls echoed on the road of the demure residential area. 


“I-I didn’t expect this to be this much fun...” 


Nia, who was wearing an alien costume, had a flushed face as she couldn’t stop grinning. 


That’s right. Nia, who had prepared a costume for April Fool’s Day, didn’t expect this to go so 
well. 


Appearing to Kotori and Kurumi first couldn’t possibly have elicited this reaction. They most 
likely would have laughed and mocked her. 


However, appearing in front of Tohka first made them feel like a lie had come true. 
“Hehehe. This is the first time I’ve seen Imouto-chan and Kurumin have an expression like that.” 


Nia twisted her body while letting out a pleased voice. The countless tentacles protruding from 
the costume began to wiggle in turn. 


Kotori and the others, who were frightened by the arrival of an alien, hurriedly fled to the Itsuka 
residence. In that case, Nia thought, let’s frighten them a bit more before revealing the truth. She 
laughed to herself and chased after everyone. 


But as Nia went to place her hand on the door handle of the Itsuka residence, 
“—Waah!?” 

A net suddenly fell from the sky, perfectly rendering Nia immobile. 
“Captured!?” 

“Yes, but we can’t be careless yet! Maria, have you analyzed the results!?” 


Kotori and the others appeared to try and confirm the alien’s capture. Maria, the AI of 
<Fraxinus>, was also next to them. 


“Alright. It just finished—phew, this creature has a body structure unlike anything found on 
Earth. It’s definitely not a mangaka in an alien costume. If this continues, it’s possible that it will 
escape. I recommend a small dosage of electrical shock.” 


“Hey, that machine already discovered the truth!? O-Ouuuuuuuuuuuuuch!” 


The cries of a mysterious alien echoed on the roads of the quiet residential area. 


Ren Masks 


This story contains spoilers for Ren Dystopia. If you do not wish to be spoiled, stop reading here, or skip to 
page 196 (Spirit Gathering). 


This is another story that might have possibly happened. 
“So then.” 
Underneath the sky marked by the sunset, Ren spoke out in a calm voice. 


She had hair the color of grapes and fair white skin. She was a girl characterized by two scars 
streaking across her eyes that made her appear blind. However, right now her face, which was 
usually smiling like a jester, was now showing a faint trace of confusion. 


“What exactly is going on?” 


She said that while looking around. Shidou exaggeratingly nodded as he responded by spreading 
out his hands. 


“What’s going on, of course this is a festival.” 


Right. The place the two of them were at right now was at a shrine very close to a residential 
area—right now there are many small stands side by side with lanterns hanging down. The 
music and noise of the festival could be heard everywhere. People coming and going were 
holding cotton candy and grilled squid. No matter how one viewed it, this looked like a festival. 


But Ren still sighed as if unable to accept it. 
“This is too sudden. And isn’t this out of the season?” 


As Ren said, there was no plan to host a festival at this shrine until just now and the season was 
approaching winter. To be honest, it was indeed a very unusual situation. 


But Shidou continued to speak while paying attention to that. 

“Hey, here in this world, what else can you say?” 

After hearing what Shidou had said, Ren fell into a silence. 

She also understood this well. The ‘here’ they were at currently was not an ordinary world. 


But that was taken as given. After all, the ‘here’ is a fictional world created by her Angel 
<Samael> to realize Shidou’s wishes. 


Yes——in the truest sense it was created by Shidou’s last wish of wanting to save Ren. 
Shidou looked at the girl standing beside him. 


Ren. She was a mysterious Spirit that suddenly appeared in Shidou and the other’s dreams, and 
better yet a fraudster who made a grand speech that any wish could be realized. 


Although her goal is still unclear, what was certain was that she tempted Shidou and the others 
and robbed them of their Reiryoku. <Samael> indeed fulfills wishes—but as a price, it will take 
away everything from the wisher. 


But Shidou made a wish. He had to make a wish. Although he didn’t know why, he was certain 
he wouldn’t be able to save Ren if he didn’t do this. 


The power of <Samael> is absolute. Even its owner Ren couldn’t resist the desires it is trying to 
fulfill. And so, a well-behaved Ren and Shidou were searching for ‘the fragments of the wish’ 
that had scattered into this world. 


—In order to retrieve Ren’s first wish which had disappeared forgotten to oblivion. 


Today was another day in this daily routine. It was a scene after collecting the “fragments of 
wishes”. 


It was supposed to be time for everyone to eat dinner—but the Spirits suddenly proposed 
holding this festival. 


The idea likely started with Kotori. She must have done this at the same time as searching for 
Ren’s original wish, planning a contingency plan in order to make Ren fall in love. ... Well, it 
may have also been because of a simpler motive like the Yamai sisters or Miku simply wanting 
to hold a festival without warning. 


But in either case, Shidou found this proposal very interesting. It was a rare opportunity to arrive 
in a fictional world. Shidou also wanted to let Ren experience more and more various things. 


Then, at that moment, the world began to change in accordance with Shidou’s thoughts. 


Suddenly, as the shrine began preparing for a festival, the temperature rose rapidly and a crowd 
began to form from each direction. 


The end result was what was in front of them now. 


“...Humph. Well, so that’s that then.” 


Before long, Ren sighed and shrugged. She was the one who best knew <Samael>’s power. And 
because of that she knew that resistance was meaningless. 


“This is the world created by your desire. I will accompany you until you are satisfied. ——A fter 
this, destruction is unavoidable. I’m not petty enough to not put up with a celebration like this 
before saying goodbye.” 


After saying that, Ren coquettishly rolled her eyes and lips. Her frightful expression looked just 
like a sly snake. 


However, Shidou wasn’t afraid of Ren’s expression as he said a “yes” in agreement while 
nodding. 


“Thank you very much. Then I want you to accompany me till the very end. —-Come on!” 
Shidou finished shouting and exaggeratingly snapped his fingers. 

As if waiting for that signal, several figures leaped out from the shadow of the giant torii gate. 
‘“——]| hear you loud and clear. Hurry up and change your clothes first.” 

“After all, it’s boring to be wearing an Astral Dress at such a rare festive occasion.” 

“Yeah! Ren oba-san...Ren onee-chan should try a yukata too!” 

“Wha—” 


Ren stared blankly at the people that suddenly appeared. But those people indifferently and 
forcibly grabbed Ren’s arm. 


One of the girls had a ponytail on the side and a plain expression. Another girl had a gentle face 
that exuded an ambience as light as a feather. The last one was a five-year-old girl with a huge 
smile on her face. 


It was Mayuri, Rinne, and Rio. 


All of them were special Spirits that had appeared in this fictional world. Mayuri was wearing a 
kimono painted with Japanese morning glories, while Rinne and Rio were both wearing kimonos 
with goldfish patterns. 


“It’s useless to resist, Ren. If nothing else, you’ll enjoy it soon enough. It was the same for the 
Marina you can see now.” 


“Wait, can you not say something so misleading!?” 


At this moment, two people with the same face appeared out from behind Rinne. It was Maria 
and Marina. Just like Rinne and the others, they were also girls that had appeared in this fictional 
world. Both of them were wearing kimonos of contrasting colors. 


Whether or not it was because of looking at this, sweat was falling down from Ren’s face. 
“...Can you let me go? I’m fine just like this——” 

“Occasionally, it’s nice to have fun like this, right?” 

“Not really, I...” 


Ren slightly resisted, but she was still dragged away by Rinne, who treated her with a gentle 
smile with no intentions of letting go. 


Q 

After about thirty minutes had passed. 

“—Sorry for the long wait, Shidou.” 

“It really took a lot of effort.” 

Rinne and Mayuri appeared from behind the torii gate again. 

“Hurry up Rin onee-chan, this way, this way.” 

Ren, after being called out by Rio, walked out from behind with some difficulty. 
“Eh...” 

Seeing her appearance, Shidou couldn’t help but let out a gasp. 


Ren had dressed up from her clownish clothes from earlier and changed into a rather revealing 
yukata. She was wearing black clogs on her feet. The hat-like ornament hanging on her head was 
also swapped for a hair clip that matched her yukata. Well, he couldn’t tell if this was the effect 
of Ren’s last-ditch resistance, but this color and appearance all gave a rather frightening feeling. 


“*,.Oh, this feels a bit inconvenient to move. It reminds me of the time I was restrained. What a 
troublesome stage costume.” 


Ren helplessly sighed. Shidou slightly smiled as he shook his head. 


“Don’t say that. It suits you very well.” 


“Thank you very much. Sure enough, it’s more effective than before because of not wearing 
underwear?” 


“What...!?” 
Illustration here 


Shidou couldn’t help but blush upon hearing what Ren had said. As if noticing Shidou’s reaction, 
Ren displayed a rather amused smile. Then, as if lifting her yukata all the way up to her stomach, 
her legs were slightly exposed from the skirt. 


“Ara, ara, what’s wrong Shidou? Didn’t you care about my appearance so much? Then, why 
don’t you take a closer look?” 


“N-No, you uhh...” 
“Don’t be deceived, Shidou. She is properly wearing underwear.” 


At that moment, Mayuri said that with half-narrowed eyes. Shidou let a “huh” cry as his eyes 
widened. Ren smiled as if finding this ridiculous and changed back to her original posture. 


“Hahaha, sorry. It was because your reaction was so amusing.” 

“Y-You...” 

“But Shidou is the one bashful now. ——Did you make a mistake putting me in a yukata?” 
“Hey...” 


Ren playfully closed one eye in a joking manner while saying that. Shidou could only feebly 
scratch his cheek. However, both Rinne and Mayuri weren’t the type to be provoked by this 
display. They just said “right, right” in agreement to Ren’s sarcastic remarks. ... Well, the one 
standing behind them with an unnatural smile was Maria. And unlike Shidou and the others, 
Marina was the only one crossing her arms and in a bad mood from Ren’s words. 


“Yeah, this is quite suitable for him. It’s understandable that Shidou will need to improve.” 


“Obviously he couldn’t resist Ren’s pressure. But Shidou, being toyed with through a change of 
clothes is really unsightly to watch.” 


“H-Haha...” 
“Hey, papa. Hurry up. Rio is hungry.” 


Turning to Shidou with a helpless look, Rio finished that off by pulling on Shidou’s sleeves. 


During the time Ren took to change her clothes, the red sky had already completely darkened. 
Usually, this would mean dinner time. Accompanied by the festive fair music, the burnt aroma of 
the seasonings caused Shidou’s stomach to growl. 


“Un, alright. Let’s go.” 
“Wow! Festival, festival!” 


After Shidou said that, Rio, with a huge smile on her face, staggered while quickly walking 
forward. Rinne hurried to call out to her from behind. 


“Rio, it’s dangerous for you to walk like that! Don’t wander off. Can you be good and hold onto 
Ren onee-chan’s hand?” 


“Ha?” 
Ren was shocked to hear what Rinne had said. 
“Okay—!” 


But Rio didn’t feel anything was wrong as she walked back to everyone, grabbing and pulling 
Ren’s hand forward. 


“Ren onee-chan, let’s go. Papa too.” 
After Rio said that, she held onto Shidou’s hand with her free hand. 
“Aah, right.” 


Shidou smiled, holding onto her hand while walking towards the direction of the lively shrine. 
Inevitably, Ren was also dragged along while being pulled by Shidou and Rio. 


“Fu.” 


Although Ren looked a little confused, she quickly coughed a little to regain her momentum and 
then displayed a fearless smile. 


“You’ve sent quite the lovely escort. How very meticulous.” 


Her flustered state just beforehand was now no longer visible at all. This speed was comparable 
to the transition of scenes for a stage actress. 


Ren was a self-proclaimed villain that had used up all of her crafty schemes and machinations. 
Perhaps she was resisting right now to prevent others from seeing her weakness and flaws. While 


Shidou was thinking this over, feeling that Ren’s ineffable attitude relaxing was quite cute, he 
softly smiled. 


“Oh, what’s wrong, Shidou?” 
“Ah, I’m just looking forward to the festival.” 


Shidou immediately found an excuse to handle this. Ren looked on at him suspiciously, but then 
continued on to talk about a matter she was more concerned about. 


“Speaking of which, where are Tohka, Kotori, and the others? I’ve only seen Rinne’s group so 
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far. 
“Hmm? Ah, Tohka and the others——” 


“— Well, it’s them after all. I wouldn’t be surprised if you intimately hid them. At the very least 
it would be better than the people walking behind us now in serious need of learning proper 
etiquette.” 


As Shidou was about to answer, Ren deliberately and provocatively raised the volume of her 
voice. Shidou knew that behind them Rinne and Mayuri were stopping Marina, who was about to 
angrily yell, “What did you say?” and Maria, who was beginning to work on a small terminal 
with a smile. 


“Look here.” 

Then, as if cooperating with Shidou, an energetic voice came from the stall in front of them. 
“How about it!? A brand-new taste that can only be eaten here! Very sweet! Very delicious!” 
“Huh?” 


Not knowing if she had properly heard that voice, Ren angrily slanted her head. But that was a 
natural response. After all, the voice from the stall had come from a festival-style Tohka wearing 
a headscarf and Japanese style clothing. 


Right. In fact, in order to entertain Ren, the Spirits led by Tohka had all set up stalls just like this 
and were waiting for Shidou and the others to come and visit. 


“Tohka, why are you here?” 
“Mu? Ooh, Ren, Shidou! And you brought Rio with you!” 


After Ren said that to her, Tohka clapped her hands in response. 


“Welcome! You must be hungry! Would you like one?” 
“I am hungry. And this is?” 


Ren spoke while looking at the storefront of the stall. The stall was packed full with 
chocolate-coated kinako bread with sticks inserted in them. The bread was also sprinkled with 
colorful decorative sugar. 


“Umu, this is chocolate soybean flour bread! I got the inspiration from chocolate bananas! The 
blend of chocolate and kinako forms an incredible delicacy!” 


“Is that so? It does look quite delicious.” 


As Ren finished speaking pretentiously, Tohka said “that’s right” while smiling happily. Then, 
seeing that the other side didn’t have a clue, Ren grabbed the snack in annoyance. 


“Tohka-chan, Rio wants to eat too!” 
“Umu, of course! Help yourself!” 
Tohka put a chocolate kinako bread stick on the table and handed it over to Rio. 


Rio was about to stretch out her hand to take it, but then seemed to realize both her hands were 
holding onto something else. She was a little nervous while turning her head to Ren. 


“T won’t take the opportunity to run away. Go on and take it.” 
“Ok!” 


Rio, likely feeling relieved to hear Ren say that, took the chocolate kinako bread. Shidou and 
Ren, as well as Rinne, Mayuri, Maria, and Marina, all took part in this unknown food. 


“Ttadakimasu.” 


Then, after taking a closer look at the chocolate kinako bread, they all took a bite. The sweetness 
of the chocolate matched the flavor of the kinako bread for a delicious combination. 


“Un, it’s delicious.” 
“Yes. Did Tohka-chan come up with this? This is amazing.” 
“Delicious!” 


“Fufu, right?” 


Hearing what everyone had said, Tohka crossed her arms and smiled. Among them, after taking a 
bite, Ren also lowered her gaze from being deeply impressed. 


“Hmm...this sweet taste, it can be said such delicacies can only be found in heaven. This will 
surely set off a revolution in the cooking world. Praise it, bow down! I am witnessing the birth of 
a genius reaching the territory of God!” 


“Y-You are exaggerating too much, right? How to put it, uhh...I’m a little embarrassed.” 


Tohka slightly blushed and forced a smile after hearing Ren’s excessive praise. Well, this wasn’t 
unreasonable. Although it was delicious, Ren’s reaction was quite overblown. 


However, this in of itself wasn’t a bad thing. This was her method of praising others. Shidou 
thanked Tohka after eating the remaining chocolate kinako bread and they then left the stall. 


After walking for a while, this time they saw two competing stalls. 
“Hmm? This is...” 


On the right was a stall selling Takoyaki and on the left was an Okonomiyaki stall. Kaguya and 
Yuzuru respectively were waiting there while dressed in orange Japanese style coats. 
Incidentally, Kaguya was holding toothpicks in both hands for the Takoyaki while Yuzuru was 
holding onto a spatula. Both of them looked quite stylish while doing so. 


“Kuku, you have finally arrived! Here are the children of the hurricane—Yamai’s kitchen! Gaze 
upon the twinkling meteor that has sealed the devilish sea monster! Drown in the pitch-black sea 
(sauce)!” 


“Commentary. Yuzuru’s Okonomiyaki is competing against Kaguya’s Takoyaki. Everyone, 
please be sure to comment.” 


“S-So that’s it...” 


Shidou faced the two of them giving poses with sweat dripping down his cheeks. It seemed that 
the two people who liked to show off the most were making a competition for the best stall. 


“Oh, Takoyaki and Okonomiyaki?” 
“How interesting. Can you eat both?” 


Maria and Marina placed their orders with great interest. Then, Kaguya and Yuzuru’s eyes 
flashed as they swiped with the toothpicks and spatulas. 


“Yes sir! Then gaze upon it! My silver needle flurry—!” 


“Display. Watch carefully the operation of Yuzuru’s spatula! Htya—’” 


After the two of them loudly shouted, they prepared the Takoyaki and Okonomiyaki with superb 
techniques. Their inexplicably swift methods caused the surrounding customers to watch them in 
awe. 


Before long, the two of them arranged the Takoyaki and Okonomiyaki in the prepared boxes and 
handed them over to Shidou. 


“Come, please taste!” 
“Provide. Please eat it while it’s hot.” 


After saying this, the two of them struck a pose again. Shidou and the others slightly nodded as 
they put the Takoyaki and Okonomiyaki in their mouths. 


“Haah, un, delicious.” 
“Un, yeah. Well done.” 


As Shidou and the others expressed their thoughts one by one, Kaguya and Yuzuru triumphantly 
crossed their arms. 


“Humph, naturally of course. Then—” 

“Judgement. Yuzuru’s Okonomiyaki or Kaguya’s Takoyaki, which one is better?” 
Both them leaned forward as they asked. 

“Eh? I think...” 


Shidou gently whispered. The Okonomiyaki and Takoyaki of these two were so delicious that it 
would be difficult to rank one as first and the other as second. 


Then at that moment, Ren exhaled out a “hmm” as if deeply in thought. 


“Takoyaki and Okonomiyaki. Although both sides used similar ingredients, they still give the 
impression of being unique. I can only deeply admire this. But if you want to fight for first and 
second place, it’s quite regrettable that my poor tongue can’t distinguish the pros and cons of 
such a jewel-like delicacy. Please also laugh at my stupid body.” 


Then she began speaking in the tone of another round of deliberate and ceaseless praise. Hearing 
the tone of her voice, Kaguya and Yuzuru smiled bitterly. 


“No, hehe...really? Well, maybe it is somewhat too delicious.” 


“Accept. Although it feels a little bit like a trick, today’s results ought to be a tie from your 
excellent gift at giving praise.” 


“Ooh, I can’t thank you enough for this. But your broad-mindedness makes Ren feel so moved 
that tears can’t help but be shed.” 


After saying that, Ren exaggeratingly bowed. Incidentally, Ren had finished eating the Takoyaki 
and Okonomiyaki. ...Although her manner of speech was exaggerated, her saying it was 
delicious was not a lie. 


Shidou and the others finished eating the Takoyaki and Okonomtyaki and threw the box away 
into a nearby trash can. Then, after they finished talking with the Yamai sisters, they headed for 
the shrine again. 


Not knowing how long they had been walking, Rio yelled out “Ah!” as if she had discovered 
something. 


“Hey, papa! That!” 
“Huh? What’s wrong?” 


Shidou looked at where Rio was pointing. It was a stall filled with various masks. From various 
demons to Tokusatsu and transforming magical girls, these masks all looked to be rather dubious 
in copyright claims. Even though they hadn’t seen other stores like this, a mask shop was a 
specialty of the festival. 


“Eh, a mask store. How nostalgic...” 
At that moment, Shidou’s footsteps stopped right there. 
The reason was simple. He knew the shopkeeper standing in front of the shop. 


No, he couldn’t exactly see the shopkeeper’s face due to wearing the mask of a witch character. 
But that hairstyle, body shape, and hunched posture all looked like— 


“Is it Natsumi?” 


cc (>? 


After Shidou spoke up, the shop owner—Natsumi shuddered in fright and slowly took off the 
mask. 


“...How did you see through it?” 


“Ah, that’s, well...” 


As Shidou awkwardly scratched his face, Rio walked past him. 
“Natsumi-chan! Give me a mask!” 

“Eh...aah, um. Which one do you want?” 

“I think...I want Misty!” 


After Rio finished talking, she pointed to a cute mask of a magical girl. Natsumi stood up, taking 
the pointed mask and handing it over to Rio. 


“Wow! Thank you Natsumi-chan! Hey, which ones do mama and papa want?” 
“Eh? Us too?” 
“Haha, well this is a rare opportunity to have some fun.” 


After being suggested by Rio, Shidou and the others also chose the masks they wanted. 
Incidentally, Shidou chose a Tokusatsu one. Rinne and Mayuri chose masks based on characters 
in the same anime as Rio’s mask. Maria and Marina chose a mouse character that clearly hasn’t 
been licensed. 


And for Ren, she chose— 
“Then, I'll pick this one.” 


She said that while choosing a white fox mask, checking the feel of it before putting it on her 
head. 


“Un, what an ingenious shape this is. This is the peak form that has eliminated all 
redundancies...it can be said to be the craft of a human national treasure. How many sleepless 
nights did it take to perfect such skills? I wish to appreciate your research and awareness.” 


“...No, um...sorry but that’s just a pre-made product...” 
After hearing Ren’s words, Natsumi shrank her shoulders back as if apologizing. 


But Ren didn’t care about her embarrassment, continuing on by saying, “You have selected so 
many products, I can’t help but admire your aesthetic ability’, this further appreciation made 
Natsumi shrink back even more. 


“Hey...” 
“Ahaha...” 


Seeing them like this, Shidou could only feebly smile. 


Afterwards, Shidou and the others continued to stroll around the shrine, visiting the various stalls 
opened by the Spirits—but from a mere glimpse one could tell that the situation didn’t change 
much from before. 


At the shaved ice store opened by Yoshino and Yoshinon, Ren staggered to the ground after 
taking a bite of the blue Hawaiian shaved ice. Yoshino’s face was flushed red after hearing praise 
in the same tone as giving thanks to the Gods. 


At Kotori’s candy apple store, Ren didn’t even take a bite before praising its flavor and shape. 
Noticing that this was on purpose, Kotori gave her a cold look. So, Ren stirred up the atmosphere 
by inciting the surrounding customers to cause Kotori to panic. 


Incidentally, Origami and Miku also opened stores. However, one of them was a shop selling 
suspicious energy drinks and the other was a massage parlor exclusively for women. For the sake 
of Rio’s education, they sneaked away. 


“Ren-chan, Ren-chan, let’s go here next!” 
“Hahaha, alright, I’ll accompany wherever you go.” 
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Looking at Ren’s back (unknowingly the nickname had been changed from Ren onee-chan to 
just Ren-chan) as she was holding hands with Rio, Shidou silently sighed. 


...He suddenly felt uneasy about whether Ren was really enjoying this festival. 


No, Shidou didn’t think she was completely lying. In fact, Ren had eaten all of the food from the 
stalls and was the first among their group to finish. 


But— 
“..Shidou.” 
“Un...” 


Mayuri had whispered in a low voice so Ren couldn’t hear. Shidou turned around and saw that 
Rinne and the others also had the same feeling as him. 


Right. How to describe it? It’s true that Ren looked like she was extremely enjoying the 
festival...but her appearance was so perfect that it gave off a feeling of unease as if she was 
performing the role of “Ren enjoying the festival.” 


It was as if she was deliberately doing so in order to conceal her true heart. 


However, even so they couldn’t do much. There was neither any objection to Shidou’s proposal 
nor any unhappy looks. Suspecting that enjoying herself was only a performance was also just 
Shidou’s speculation. 


Then, Maria narrowed her eyes and sighed. 
“T see, this is very difficult. I understand she doesn’t want us doing something like that.” 


“Ha, you think even when she’s degrading and calling herself a villain? So annoying, so 
gloomy.” 


Marina shrugged her shoulders while saying that. Maria then nodded. 
“Yeah, it would be of great help if she was easier to understand like Marina.” 
“Who are you saying is easier!” 


Marina quickly refuted Maria. Rinne gently smiled while looking on at the two of them before 
turning over to Shidou. 


“But if this goes on, this rare festival may be meaningless.” 

“... Yeah. But what should I do—” 

As Shidou was troubled thinking this over, a Rio’s voice suddenly came from ahead. 
“Hey, papa, mama! What kind of shop is this?” 


It looks like they’ve found something. Shidou raised his head and hurried over there. Then, he 
turned to the shop Rio was referring to and said, “ah, this is”. 


“This is a target shooting stall. There ought to be toy guns, right? Use that to hit the target and 
win... hey—” 


As soon as Shidou was explaining what was there, he slightly frowned. 


The reason was simple. Indeed, this was a shooting stall, but the girl who was the shopkeeper 
there had an extraordinary iconic appearance. 


She was dressed in red and black short hanging yukata. Her black hair was unevenly tied on both 
sides and there was a golden clock dial drawn on her left eye. Right, she was—— 


“K-Kurumi!?” 


“Yes, yes. I’ve been waiting for you guys for a long time now. Welcome to my shooting range.” 


After Shidou called out her name, the gir-—Tokisaki Kurumi, revealed a coquettish smile and 
bowed respectfully. 


This wasn’t too surprising. Kurumi was also a Spirit. However, Shidou was surprised that an 
unsealed Spirit would help him in a battle like this. 


However, Rio didn’t seem to mind and gave a carefree smile. 
“Ts this Kurumin’s ship? I want to play; I want to play!” 


“Ufufu, of course you are welcome to. Now then, please pick up the gun.” 


After Kurumi said that, she took out one of the arranged guns and handed it over to Rio. This 
was supposed to be a toy gun with a cork at the front end, but for some reason the details in the 
workmanship were incredible. It would be better to say that it bore a strong resemblance to her 
Angel <Zafkiel>. Shidou couldn’t help but feel sweat dripping down his face at this sight. 


“Come now, please take a good aim and pull the trigger. If it lands a hit, these prizes will be 
rewarded to Rio-chan.” 


Kurumi took a step back and waved her hand as if presenting a display item. 


The prizes were arranged in three rows. The best targets were the snacks that were lined up in the 
first row and the keychains and small plushies arranged in the second row. 


Looking at this, Rio laughed. 
“Ahaha...it’s all cats.” 
“Ah, that’s true.” 


When Rio said that, everyone noticed. Everything in this stall was cat-shaped. In true dedication, 
even the packaging of the snacks was uniformly cat-like. 


“Hmm?” 
Shidou raised his brow at that moment. 
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For some reason, right behind Rio, Ren slightly narrowed her eyes while looking at the target 
exhibit. 


But for Shidou, such thoughts were quickly dissipated. 


Rio let out a curious cry as if having discovered something. 


“Hey, Kurumin. What’s inside that prize?” 
Rio finished speaking as she pointed to the innermost section of the stall. 


But that was incomprehensible to ask. Hidden with the first rows snacks and the second rows 
toys were strange items like SD cards in plastic bags and notebooks and scrapbooks that didn’t 
look like new products. 


“Aah, that’s——” 

After hearing what Rio had asked, Kurumi smiled and replied. 

“That is Shidou-san’s secret documents collected by me during the surveillance process.” 
“Papa’s?” 

“No wait, why is that the only thing not cat related!?” 

Hearing Kurumi’s calm voice, Shidou could help but raise a complaint. 

But Kurumi didn’t mind, keeping her calm smile while placing the cork bullet in front of Rio. 


“Five shots at a time. If there’s anything on display you would like, please aim for it as soon as 
possible. —Incidentally, it’s free for Rio-chan, but for everyone else it is 1000 yen for a round.” 


“That pricing is too high!” 


Although it was obviously a rip off, it couldn’t be helped. Despite not knowing what sort of 
hidden files have been compiled by Kurumi’s clones, it definitely wouldn’t be good. The only 
way to salvage this would be to take it for himself before anyone else could grab it. Shidou took 
out a 1,000-yen bill from his wallet, slamming it on the table as if to pay Kurumi. 


“Ufufu, thank you for your patronage.” 


Kurumi licked her lips as she accepted the money and placed a cork bullet in front of Shidou. 
Shidou picked up the Zafkiel-like gun and filled the front end with the bullet. 


Then in the next moment, Rinne and Mayuri also took 1000-yen bills from their wallets and 
placed them on the table. 


“Wha...Rinne, Mayuri!?” 
“T-That’s not it. I just think it would be difficult for Shidou to do by himself.” 


“Yes. Don’t worry. We will leave it to you without looking at it.” 


“A-Alright...” 


Shidou forced a smile with a hint of shame. Indeed, these two wouldn’t look at Shidou’s secret 
documents. Shidou felt ashamed for doubting them for even a second. 


But this time, as if following them, there was the voice letting out an “Ooh!” sound coming from 
behind. 


“Looks like you guys are doing something interesting! We want to play too!” 
“Can I...also? Natsumi-san, let’s play together.” 

“Eh? Ah—...um, since Yoshino says she wants to...” 

“Humph, shooting? Well, that sounds like a store Kurumi would come up with.” 


“Hehe, so it’s actually target shooting! Let me show you all the brilliance of my killing storm 
magic bullet!” 


“Agreement. We will obtain more prizes than anyone else.” 


Despite having just opened their own stalls, Tohka, Yoshino, Natsumi, Kotori, Kaguya, and 
Yuzuru all appeared one after the other. Shidou couldn’t help but hold back his breath. 


“E-Everyone? What happened to your stores...?” 


“Umu, the chocolate kinako bread was very popular! I had to close down when it was all sold 
out!” 


After Tohka said that, the other Spirits all nodded their heads. It seemed that everyone had closed 
shop. ... Well, thinking over it carefully, the goal of the Spirits wasn’t to make money, but rather 
to entertain Ren. Their mission was completed after they presented Shidou and the others with 
their product. There was no need to prepare enough inventory to last the entire night. 


However, this was an emergency for Shidou. His face grew pale as his voice trembled. 
“Uh, so you’re saying...everyone wants to shoot?” 

“Yeah, we intended for that...can’t we?” 

“...! T-That’s not it...” 


Shidou couldn’t refrain from stammering. Judging from their reaction, they didn’t know what 
was on the display in the third row and just wanted to enjoy trying out this exhibit. Then the first 


and foremost policy would be to stop talking nonsense and shoot down the prize he wanted the 
most—— 


Just as Shidou was thinking that over, a stack of banknotes was dropped onto the table. 
“Give me as many bullets as I can buy with this stack of money!” 

“Kya...!?” 

Shidou’s throat let out an embarrassing cry. 


But that was a natural response. The appearance of Miku’s money must mean that she obviously 
knows what the display in the third row was. 


However, the horror didn’t stop there. 

Besides Miku——on Shidou’s left, a figure appeared silently to place money on the table. 
“Tt is as expected. When will it begin? I will also participate in this war.” 
“Origami?” 


Shidou let out a desperate cry. Right. The person that appeared there was Tobiichi Origami, who 
had eyes silently burning with enthusiasm. 


In contrast to Miku, who was trying to win through sheer volume, Origami had only paid 
2000-yen. But this wasn’t because she was stingy with money. Rather she had absolute 
confidence that this would be enough for the 10 secret files on display. 


“Y-You guys also closed up shop...!? Hold on Miku’s was a massage parlor!? How can that be 
sold out!?” 


After Shidou asked that, Miku and Origami looked at each other before shaking their heads at the 
same time. 


“Because we waited for a long time for Darling but you didn’t come.” 
“So, we came to you.” 
“Ku...” 


Deliberately going around them had a counterproductive effect. Shidou painfully mumbled while 
clutching his head. 


Although he had the assistance of Rinne and Mayuri, there was no one else with a better chance 
than Miku with infinite rounds and Origami with her various techniques. Shidou decided to ask 
Maria and Marina, who knew what was happening, for help. 


But Maria lowered her eyes and shook her head while giving an apology. 
“Marina and I have something else to do, so we can’t help you. Moreover—” 
“M-Moreover...?” 


“To be honest, I don’t think it’s quite worth it. Because there’s no information Kurumi’s clones 
can obtain that I couldn’t get as well.” 


Shidou fell silent after hearing what Maria had said. 


Although Shidou felt that was a problem in of itself, the circumstances right now was that he 
couldn’t depend on them for assistance. Shidou, with the mentality of giving it a try, looked onto 
his last hope—Ren. 


Then, he noticed. Ren also had her eyes on a prize. 


For a moment, he thought she was also confirming the presence of his secret files, but that wasn’t 
it. Her gaze was on the second row— 


“Ren?” 
“1 Aah” 


After hearing Shidou call out her name, Ren’s shoulders lightly shook as she retracted back her 
gaze. 


“Forget about it. I think it'll be more interesting for Shidou to play. Speaking of which...” 
Ren said while pointing towards Kurumi’s shop. 

“Do you have time to be in a daze right now? Everyone seems to have started shooting.” 
‘“——Ah!?” 


Like being flicked back into reality by those words, Shidou turned his attention to the target 
shooting store. Indeed, just as Ren had said, everyone had already paid and began shooting. 


Among those who were simply playing the game, Miku kept shooting and loading bullets and 
Origami who was like a sniper accurately shooting down Shidou’s secret files. 


“I got it!” 

“Second shot, hit.” 

“Gaaaaaaaaaaaaaah!?” 

Shidou hurriedly raised his gun, aiming for the prize and pulling the trigger. 
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...About five minutes later. At Kurumi’s feet, who was counting the money with a look of joy, 
Shidou was shedding tears while holding onto a plushie. 


Consequently, nine of Shidou’s secret files were taken by Origami while one of them was taken 
by Miku. Shidou wasn’t able to obtain a single one. Because these display items were replaced 
with toys and snacks, Tohka and the others were still competing passionately. But Shidou had 
completely withdrawn first. 


“S-Say...Shidou? I think it’s fine. Tobiichi-san’s look of dissatisfaction must mean it was 
information she already knew.” 


Rinne said that to comfort Shidou. 
“A-Aah...right...” 


Indeed, there was no such thing as personal privacy for Shidou anymore. There was no use 
getting bothered by this now. Shidou let out a heavy sigh while standing back up. ... Well, he 
didn’t think that this would be the manner to cheer himself up. 


Then, not knowing why Shidou was acting like that, Rio ran over with snacks in both her hands. 
“Papa, are you okay? Do you want a snack?” 
“Un, thank you, Rio. But if papa takes it, what will Rio...wow, you have so much.” 


Shidou was slightly puzzled. Rio’s snacks were obviously more than the number of bullets she 
had shot. 


“Well, even though I missed them all, Kurumin said the snacks fell and gave them to me.” 
SEs? 


It looks like Kurumi really was thoughtful. Shidou glanced towards her direction, but Kurumi 
shrugged as if saying she didn’t know what Shidou was talking about. 


“So, this one is for papa. Mama and Mayuri-chan also get one.” 


Rio smiled as she handed everyone a snack. Shidou smiled, saying “then I'll help myself” as he 
took the snack. 


“Where are Maria-chan and Marina-chan...?” 

“I don’t know where they went, but they said they had something to do.” 
After Mayuri answered, Rio said, “like that huh” and turned to look at Ren. 
“One for Ren-chan too. Take it!” 

“Un—” 


Ren took the snack box from Rio and then gave an expression of gratitude as she respectfully 
bowed. 


“Aah, what an honor this is, the little princess actually gave me a snack. I’m so grateful.” 
“...? Well, is it delicious?” 


Rio wasn’t able to make much sense of this reply as she slanted her head. Ren smiled as she 
shrugged her shoulders. 


Ren seemed to be going out of her way to remain like this till the very end. Sure enough, aside 
from collecting the wish fragments and discovering what Ren’s first wish was, there was no way 
to approach her. Shidou felt a sense of helplessness, but he made up his mind as he sighed. 


“——Ah, right.” 

At that moment, Shidou remembered something as he approached Ren again. 
“Ren, I have something for you too.” 

“Oh, what could it be? I’ve been receiving a lot of gifts today—” 

At that moment— 

Seeing what Shidou was handing out, Ren stopped and stared. 

It was what Shidou had obtained from the target shooting shop—a small cat doll. 
“Um...? What’s wrong?” 

“It’s nothing. Compared to that, why would you give me this?” 


“Eh? I felt you were looking at this doll quite a lot and thought you wanted it...don’t you?” 


After Shidou finished saying that, Ren stared at the cat doll and fell silent. 


Then she remained silent for a while. It was a rare response from Ren who had kept talking as 
she pleased. Shidou gradually felt a little embarrassed as his face turned a little red. 


Before long, Ren slowly raised her eyes. 
“... You shouldn’t have aimed this target for me. Didn’t you have a more urgent priority?” 
“No, well...after all, it may have gotten taken by someone else first...” 


...Moreover, he didn’t think he could ever match Origami’s shooting techniques...Shidou softly 
added something like that, but Ren didn’t seem to hear it. She silently stared at the doll in silence 
again. 


“Well, so it’s just like that...take it.” 
Shidou couldn’t endure this silence as he half-forced the cat doll onto Ren. 


He thought anyway that this would be used for her thin compliments or insincere flowery 
rhetoric. 


“Ah—” 
But after Ren had taken the doll— 

Gently, she moved the fox mask on her head to her face. 
It was as if to prevent Shidou from seeing her expression. 
“Eh, why are you suddenly wearing your mask?” 
“...Who knows? I do as I please, right?” 


After Ren said that, she turned her head away. But she held the cat doll with both her hands as if 
cherishing it. 


“...Ren, do you not like cats?” 
“Not really. It’s just—” 


Ren wanted to say something, but at the very next moment. 


As if to cover her voice, a loud sound echoed——as huge flowers bloomed in the night sky. 


“—Humph, how about it, Marina. I had this specially made—or rather this two-feet jade 
brilliance. This romantic scenery will surely make even that stubborn Ren feel swayed. Shidou 
will definitely do well next. 


By the river, slightly away from the shrine that was noisy due to the sounds of the festival, Maria 
stood proudly. 


A huge launch tube stood in front of her sight as smoke was slowly emitted from that muzzle. 


Right. Maria and Marina, who had left the shrine, had prepared fireworks to make the festival 
livelier for Ren. 


But Marina narrowed her eyes for some reason while looking at the residue of the huge flower 
blooming in the sky. 


“...How to say it. I have a strong hunch we may have done something unnecessary.” 


“What are you talking about? Ren, who is moved by these fireworks, must be whispering sweet 
words to Shidou. Quickly, one more shot, Marina.” 


“Hmm...well, whatever.” 


Marina frowned as if finding something was off, but she still prepared the second shot with 
Maria. 
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Ren held onto the cat doll with both her hands, looking at the fireworks from the slender eyes of 
the fox mask. 


Hearing the unwarranted sound and color lighting up the night sky; needless to say, the Spirits all 
stopped playing and started looking in the same direction. 


Ah, what beautiful scenery this was. Whenever these flames of various colors drew a circle, the 
dark sky would faintly glow for just an instant. This was the art of a fleeting moment, but it was 
because of this it always left a deep impression in people’s hearts. Ren dimly thought to herself. 


—No, that wasn’t it. Ren reconsidered. 


To be precise, it was more than that. There was something else causing her to have these 
unbecoming sentimental thoughts. 


It was Shidou, who was beside her. 

And the doll given by Shidou. 

Those must be the two important factors that were swaying Ren’s heart. 
Ren didn’t particularly like cats. 

Only—the fact of getting a doll from Shidou, must be her most fundamental longing or desire. 
“Really...” 

Ren laughed at herself. 

This made Ren feel even more sincerely that he was a clone of that person. 
“...Isn’t this sort of thing like a wish coming true?” 

“—Huh?” 

Shidou questioningly turned his face as she heard Ren’s whisper. 


But Ren’s expression and voice were perfectly covered by the fox mask and the fireworks. 


Spirit Gathering 


“Nnn...” 


Itsuka Shido was awakened in the morning by the rhythmic sound of a kitchen knife and the 
tasty smell of breakfast downstairs. 


“That’s odd... Kotori?” 


With their parents away, Kotori might be preparing breakfast in place of Shido. Shido rubbed his 
eyes and stretched his body to wake himself up while slowly walking down the stairs. 


Shido then opened up the door of the living room, stopping outside the door to the kitchen and 
called out to the figure in it. 


“Good morning Kotori. You’re fast today aren’t...” 


Shido’s words stopped. The reason was very simple: The person standing there was different 
from the one Shido expected. 


“Good morning, Shido. Let me use your kitchen, alright?” 


A smiling girl in an apron, with a beautiful braid, reserved expression, and a warm atmosphere as 
if replicating the warmth of spring itself. 


“Eh...? Uh... yeah, sure...” 


Shido responded in surprise while standing still. Obviously, even if it’s a fair, fine maiden, 
anyone would be surprised if there was an unknown person standing in their kitchen. 


As Shido was still frozen in shock, another girl, seemingly around five years old and bearing a 
striking resemblance to her, peeked out at Shido while hiding behind her. 


“Good morning, papa!” 
The little girl turned her smiling face to Shido. 
“Pa... papa?!” 


Shido replied to that unfamiliar voice. 


Papa. PAPA, she said. If Shido’s memory serves, that’s the word to refer to a father figure. Shido, 
however, has no children, and worse, no girlfriend. As Shido thought about this, the little girl 
looked up to the girl in an apron with a curious look. 


“Hey mama. What’s up with papa?” 

“Hmm. What’s wrong?” 

“MAMA?!” 

Shido opened his eyes even wider hearing the two girls’ conversation. 


The little girl who called Shido “papa” called the apron girl “mama”. Thinking logically, that 
would mean Shido and that girl were engaged. 


Needless to say, however, Shido had never married anyone before, and more importantly, was 
still underage for that. 


Speaking of which, assuming the little girl is five years old, that would have meant that Shido 
had gotten her pregnant in middle school. 


And yet, for some reason, they didn’t seem to be joking or pulling any sort of prank. 
“What are you doing, Shido?” 

A familiar voice came from behind the confused Shido. 

“Kotori...!” 


There was no mistake. It’s Kotori, his younger sister. Shido let out a breath of relief and looked 
back towards her, only to freeze yet again in the next moment. 


Kotori was on the sofa in the living room. But, again, there were two unknown figures beside 
her. 


“As usual, Shido, I recommend you ought to calm down.” 

“Nah, that’s impossible, isn’t it? Imagine Itsuka Shido being calm.” 
Say the two identical girls sitting beside Kotori. 

“Wha...” 


Seeing their faces, Shido opened his eyes wide. That’s right. Shido could recall these two girls: 
Arusu Maria and Arusu Marina. The two girls who Shido met when he was trapped within a 
game. 


“Uh, gimme a break! Maria and Marina?! Why are you in the real world? Aren’t you two just 
data?! Also, Maria is an operative AI right now, right?!” 


“How rude. Such phrases being directed to a lady is unthinkable. Especially if she is a Spirit.” 
“A lady, she says. Ahaha!” 


Maria seemed discontent, while Marina seemed amused. Shido pinched his cheek to test whether 
he was in a dream or not, and it did hurt: not a dream. 


Shido indeed knew exactly who the two girls before him were. The big question was who his 
(self-proclaimed) wife and (also self-proclaimed) daughter are. 


“Hey, Kotori.” 
“What’s up, Shido?” 
Shido quietly asked that, and Kotori answered while waving her black ribbon. 


“T’m... quite curious about Maria and Marina. But who exactly are those girls? I do not recall 
having a daughter...” 


While Shido was saying that, the girl walked over from the kitchen, smiling, and landed a chop 
onto Shido’s head with an ‘Ayy’. 


“Ack?!” 


At the unexpected strike, Shido crouched down into a fetal position, holding his head. He then 
looked up at the girl with teary eyes. 


“W... what are you doing, Rinne...” 

And was shocked by his own words. 

“Ri... Rinne... Rio?!” 

As if the strike filled Shido with energy, memories came flooding back into his head. 


The Spirit who had appeared to protect Shido, Rinne. The Spirit born from Rinne’s Spirit Power 
that he had sealed, Rio. Shido had forgotten about their existence up until now. 


“To think... we’d meet again...? But why...?” 


Shido asked with his eyes open wide in astonishment. Rinne put her finger on her chin and 
replied: 


“T guess... something like <Eden> [Paradise of Calamity] but with a time limit? Like, a space 
where countless [If] (what-if) could happen.” 


“Tt’s surprisingly comfortable!” 


Rinne’s vague explanation was followed by an unexpected shout. Then, Rio tip—tap ran towards 
Shido, then clung onto Shido’s leg and continued happily. 


“Rio is very happy to see Papa again. Papa?” 
Shido smiled back at Rio, gently patting her head. 
“Aa... me too, Rio. And you as well, Rinne.” 
“Shido.” 


Rinne wiped her slightly wet eyes and smiled back at Shido. Shido, however, heard a rather 
unpleasant voice from Maria behind him. 


“T feel we are somehow treated differently.” 


“No helping it, yeah? No matter what you say, Maria, you’re part of <Fraxinus>. Isn’t it natural 
that you being in reality would draw attention?” 


Marina smirked, and Maria glared at Shido in turn. 
“Unforgivable. Guilty.” 


“As I said, I never have such thoughts... Maria, Marina, I’m really glad I can see you both again 
like this.” 


“Ts that so? Well.” 

Marina said that with a shrug. Sweat dripped down Shido’s cheek and he made a difficult smile. 
“By the way... how long is this “Time-Limited <Eden>” supposed to last?” 

Shido turned to Rinne as he said that. 

“Umm... we don’t know either. Maybe a month... a week... or maybe a day.” 

“T see...” 

Shido was a bit surprised, but shook his head to relieve it. 


A short term reunion. However, that wasn’t something to be sad about. Even if it’s only for a 
short period of time, getting to spend time with them is a miracle one should be grateful for. 
Indeed, what Shido should be doing now is not lamenting, but rather considering how to spend 
time with them. 


“Well... since we get to have this reunion, is there anything in particular you girls want to do, 
places you want to go, anything like that?” 


“Eh?” 
Everyone’s eyes widened in response to Shido’s question. 
“What do we want to do, you say?” 


“Yeah, anything. P11 do whatever I can. Of course, I might have to get some help from 
<Ratatoskr>.” 


“Hmm...” 


“I see. Indeed, we do not know when we will return to our original status. Let us hear from 
everyone, starting with Marina.” 


“What?!” 
Prompted by Maria, Marina reacts with a surprised face. 
“Why do we have to start with me? Can’t you start it off yourself?” 


“No, I can tell that Marina’s wish would be relatively easy to grant. After all, are you not a 
carefree optimist who just wants everyone to spend a happy day together?” 


“Who’s a carefree optimist?!” 

Marina raised her voice in objection. Shido and Kotori, on the other hand... 

“Ah” 

...showed a convinced reaction at the same time. 

“What’s that “Ah—’ supposed to mean?!” 

Seeing Marina pouting in displeasure, Shido shook his head “no” to convince her otherwise. 
“Well, well. That aside, do you have anything in mind?” 

“Even if you say that all of a sudden...” 

Confused, Marina held her arms together, but soon after picked up a thought and spoke up ‘ah’. 
“Anything, you say?” 


“Yes, but of course, whatever is impossible in reality will be hard to grant.” 


“Then... school.” 

“Eh?” 

“School. I want to go see it.” 

Maria looked at Shido with a stare that seemed to be saying, “see?” 
“Wh... What’s up with that look? Is something the matter?” 

“No, it’s nothing, really! Calm down.” 


Shido made a forced smile as he calmed Marina down. Maria, on the other hand, tilted her head 
and gathered her thoughts. 


“Marina, do you recall an Ending where me, you, and Shido went to school together?” 


“Another meta thingy? You actually got to go there, in person, in the canon story, while all I got 
was a side view! I just want to attend school properly for once. Anything wrong with that?” 


Marina pouted as she said that, and Shido responded by slowly tilting his head sideways. 
“That’s not it! Alright, let’s go to school together today.” 


It would have definitely been difficult to bring strangers to school out of nowhere normally, but 
this was within <Eden>, so such things could easily be resolved. 


While Shido was having such thoughts, Kotori clapped her hands to get everyone’s attention. 
“Right. If that’s settled, let’s eat breakfast. We’ll be late if we keep slacking.” 


“Yeah. It’s been a while since we’ve gotten to eat Rinne’s cooking. Eating with everyone would 
make it so delicious.” 


“Come on, Shido...” 


Rinne slightly blushed and smiled at Shido’s comment. Everyone gathered around for breakfast 
and got dressed for school. 


By the way, while Rinne’s food was delicious enough to merit a sigh of relief, its nostalgia also 
brought some tears. 


“Hm?” 


Shido twisted his neck in discomfort and put on his blazer. Shido would be going to school with 
Rinne as he had before, of course, but Kotori and even Rio were wearing the same high school 
uniform. 


“Uh... are you two also going to high school? Kotori, maybe, but Rio might be a little...” 


Sweat dropped down Shido’s cheek without him realizing. For some reason, everyone looked 
mostly normal, except for Rio who more resembled a kindergarten child. Or perhaps not, for 
everything is possible within <Eden>... 


On the other hand, his words were met by Rio’s saddened face. 
“Papa... can’t Rio go? Rio has to stay home alone?” 
“Uh...” 


Shido shook while being stared at by Rio’s teary face. Marina and Maria moved behind Rio as if 
taking her side. 


“Hey, why are you making Rio cry?” 


“Aroused by a young Spirit’s crying face? I do think that’s an extreme fetish, but if that’s the 
case...” 


“Ah, okay, I got it. Sorry, Rio. Let’s go together.” 


Pushing any further would hurt, but before that, the more saddened his daughter looked, the less 
of a strict parent he could be. Shido drew a breath and tapped his face. 


“Un! I love papa!” 


Rio said that while clinging onto Shido, who had a difficult smile. He then finished dressing, 
took Rio’s hand, and left the house. But the moment they went outside, Shido froze in place. 


“Huh?” 


Before the Itsuka household stood one girl, and for a moment, Shido thought it was Tohka from 
the neighboring mansion. 


But Shido was wrong. Golden hair with ornaments shaped like angel’s wings. Calm face. 
Holding a fluff lion and other animal dolls in her hand. 


“Ma... Mayuri?” 


Shido called out the girl’s name in confusion. That’s right. There stood the Spirit born from the 
Spirits’ Power, once Shido’s arbitrator, Mayuri. 


“Good morning. I was not late.” 

“Good morning... wait, no! I guess, because of <Eden>, you’re...” 

Troubled by Shido’s question, Mayuri answered with a small shrug. 

“Beats me. I’m not entirely sure, but...” 

...And a faint smile. 

“I never thought I’d get to talk to you again. It’s a bit embarrassing... just joking.” 
“Mayuri” 

At what seemed like Mayuri’s joke, Shido gathered his various feelings and nodded. 


But at that same moment, Rio, who was clinging to Shido’s legs, looked at Mayuri in wonder and 
said something unbelievable. 


“Who are you? Papa’s lover?” 

“Oof...” 

Where did she get that from? Mayuri coughed at the dangerous word and knitted her eyebrows. 
“Papa...? Eh, Shido, since when? Maybe system activation conditions...?” 


At the same time Mayuri spoke, a part of the air wrapped in a circle, then a gigantic spherical 
object appeared. Countless eyes opened up on it and stared at Shido. 


The Angel <Kerubiel> (Thunder Sanctuary)—The auditor who looked over Shido, determined 
whether he was worthy of taking in the Spirits’ power, and would have aimed for his life if he 
was judged unworthy. 


Seems like it manifested together with Mayuri. Shido hastily shook his head. 


“No, no. This girl is a Spirit born from the Spirit Power I sealed, so she calls me Papa, like how 
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it is with you 
“Ah, I see.” 


Mayuri’s understanding was unexpectedly quick. <Kerubiel> closed its eyes and returned to 
being a sphere, but as it did so, Rinne and the others caught up. 


“Shido, who are you talking... to?” 
Rinne gazed at Mayuri with round eyes, and she did the same in response. 


“Ah, let me introduce you. This is Mayuri. Mayuri, this is Rinne. This is Rio. And behind them 
are Maria and Marina.” 


Simple introduction. Mayuri and Rinne’s expressions returned to normal. 
“Nice to meet you... is it?” 

“Nice to meet you... will do, right?” 

“Uh... why are you two adding question marks there?” 

As Shido said, Rinne and Mayuri slightly turned their necks and replied. 
“Well, I was pretty sure it was nice to meet you.” 

“For some reason, I felt like I’ve met you somewhere before...?” 


Well, Rinne and Mayuri are both Spirits with special statuses, so they might have sympathy for 
each other. 


As Shido was thinking that, a group of girls walked over from the Spirit mansion. 
“Oh, even Mayuri is here?” 

“Good morning, Shido.” 

“Good morning...!” 

“Ha... what a good dawn.” 

“Greet. Good to see you well.” 

“Kyaa! Rio-chan’s as cute as ever!” 


Each of Tohka, Origami, Yoshino, Kaguya, Yuzuru, and Miku energetically waved their hands 
and greeted each other in these manners. Meanwhile, as Shido had predicted, Miku and Yoshino, 
who don’t actually attend Raizen High School, were in the same uniform as everyone else. 


And while at it, the one who was causing chaos is also there: the Worst Spirit, Tokisaki Kurumi. 
“Ah, good morning everyone... What are you doing here, Kurumi?!” 


“Oh, my. What a strange uproar. I’m going to school with everyone, of course.” 


Shido received an evasive answer from Kurumi. 


Anyway, this kind of event was unsurprising thanks to the presence of <Eden>. Kurumi was 
rational, and with the administrator and arbitrator of the barrier both here, things shouldn’t go 
haywire. 


But then, Shido noticed something. As if hiding within everyone’s shadow, Natsumi was lurking 
in a student uniform, watching the situation. 


“What are you doing there, Natsumi...?” 
“Asking what am I doing... There’s a lot of people I don’t know there.” 


Natsumi replied to Shido’s question while looking suspiciously at Rinne, Rio, Maria, Marina and 
Mayuri. Then the Spirits tilted their heads, pondering. 


“What are you saying, Natsumi? Aren’t they Rinne and Rio?” 


“Yeah, yeah. And Maria and Marina. Haven’t we all met in the game? DATE A LIVE: Rio 
Reincarnation is currently a hit seller.” 


“Game...?! What do you mean by game?! And what is that promotion?!” 


Natsumi expressed her confusion at Tohka and Kotori’s replies. The other Spirits, however, only 
opened their eyes in wonder. 


“That maiden is Mayuri, the arbitrator born from our Spirit Power.” 


“Confirm. We should have met in the movie. Have you bought the DATE A LIVE The Movie: 
Mayuri Judgement Blu-Ray & DVD?” 


“M... Movie? What even is that? I totally don’t know... I haven’t even debuted...?” 

Natsumi screams in confusion. Everyone else, however, had yet to understand Natsumi’s words. 
“Anyway, let’s just go to school. The details can be discussed on the way, right?” 

“What’s a game and what’s a movie?!” 


Shido and the others set off to school, dragging Natsumi (who was still throwing tantrums in 
confusion) along. 


OOD 


“Hmm... This is your school, right?” 


Raizen High School, second year, fourth class. While exploring the classroom, Marina slowly 
narrowed her eyes. 


It was before the morning homeroom started. The students gradually arrived at school and began 
to talk, turning into a bustle as their voices resounded. 


Speaking of happy things, it must have been the power of <Eden> working, but no one was 
surprised that Shido came to school with girls other than Tohka, Origami, and the Yamai sisters. 


Or to clearly say it: “Itsuka’s got more girls around him again”, “A kindergarten child this time, 
seriously?” Those sorts of rumors were more widespread than usual. In short, there was a 
misunderstanding. 


“Hnnhnn...f” 


Rio’s eyes sparkled as she walked around the class, following Marina like a family of ducks. The 
amused Shido smiled without even realizing. 


“What are you smiling for?” 
“Uh, no, nothing.” 


As if noticing Shido in her line of sight, Marina stared back at him. Shido tried to shift his 
eyesight away from her in return. Marina then pouted and shrugged. 


“Just as I imagined. Well, not like it’s an amusement park, but something like this, huh. 
Something enjoyable without being complicated, I guess?” 


And concluded as if bored. 
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Seeing such responses from Marina, Shido turned towards Maria unconsciously. Thinking Maria 
would also share the same feelings, Shido’s eyes met perfectly with hers. 


“Tt looks very fun, Shido.” 

“Yeah. I’m glad you came.” 

““Wha...?!” 

Marina was shocked by Maria and Shido’s words. 


“What are you saying?! How did you reach that conclusion just now?” 


“Even if you say that...” 

“Yeah...” 

As Maria and Shido said that while laughing, Marina makes an unpleasant expression. 
“I said it’s not enough! A place like this...” 


But stopped her words there. For a moment, Shido seemed to turn his face elsewhere, but the 
reason was instantly known. Rio, who was walking behind Marina, looked up to her with a sad 
face. 


“Marina... You’re bored...?” 
“Uh, well... Oh alright.” 


Marina gave up in a tantrum, then knelt down to whisper something into Rio’s ear. The next 
moment, Rio’s eyes sparked and she ran towards Shido. 


“Papa! Marina really is having fun!” 
“T see, good to hear~” 
“T told you not to tell them, didn’t I?!” 


Marina blushed at Rio’s words as she screamed. Seeing those expressions, Shido and Maria 
grinned. 


Setting that further actions will be useless, Marina calmed down and spoke up. 
“T’m done. Anyone want anything next?” 

A small hand was raised in response to that question. 

“Yes! Yes!” 

“Oh, Rio. What would you like?” 

“Rio... wants to eat lunch, together with everyone!” 
“Lunch, huh?” 

Rinne placed her fist on her chest with confidence. 


“Leave it to me. I have prepared lunches for everyone.” 


“As expected. So, Rio, let’s meet up on the rooftop at noon.” 


“Un!” 
Rio happily responds to Shido. 
QOL 
It was now the lunch break. Shido and co. gathered to head to the school’s rooftop to eat. 
“Whoaaa... It’s high, so high!” 
Opening the rooftop’s door, Rio began to run around happily. Marina followed in a panic. 
“Hey, wait, it’s dangerous!” 
“Marinaaa! Here, here—” 
“Hahah...” 
Shido stretched out while watching their expressions. 
“Nnn... What a good day...” 
“Yes. <Kerubiel> can clearly be seen.” 
“... Just that it’s made to not.” 


Shido sweated and adopted a difficult smile in response to Mayuri’s indifferent words. 


As Mayuri said, as if watching everyone—or rather, performing surveillance of Shido, 
<Kerubiel> was resting right above the rooftop. For some reason, it looked like a surreal 
refraction of light. 


“Right, girls, let’s have lunch together. Rio too.” 
Responding to Rinne, Rio left the rooftop fence and followed Marina. 
Under a difficult smile, Rinne started opening up a box as if unveiling a trophy. 


She revealed two rows of delightful onigiri and sandwiches, two rows of colorful side dishes, 
and one last row of delicious fruits, all neatly aligned. 


“Oh! This looks delicious!” 
“Yes, and beautiful.” 


The Spirits were fired up upon seeing such delicacies, and Shido on the other hand agreed in a 
calm, firm manner. 


“T see, this scent... open up... not bad, Rinne.” 
“Shido... I think I feel bad.” 


“Gotta take someone like Rinne to go against Itsuka Shido’s cooking skill. A little rivalry, I 
guess?” 


Maria and Marina said; Rinne replied only with a difficult giggle, then handed the plates and 
chopsticks over to everyone. 


“Alright everyone, please enjoy yourselves.” 

“Umu! Thank you for the meal!” 

After placing their hands together, everyone started digging into Rinne’s humbly-made cuisine. 
And with that, the Spirits began to loudly speak its praises. 

“This Takoyaki is great.” 

“Unn... I want to drink Rinne-san and Darling’s Miso Soup every morning!” 

“You really are dangerous, Sonogami Rinne.” 

“Indeed, how fabulous. I must learn from this.” 

While everyone was enjoying the lunch with relish, Rinne raised her face, noticing something: 
“Huh? Mayuri-chan, are you not gonna eat?” 

Mayuri’s plate was still devoid of any food. 

“Eh...” 

Speaking up as she looks towards Rinne. 

“...Can I... too?” 

“Yes, of course. If you aren’t troubled, that is.” 

“Not like I’m troubled, but... well...” 


There was no sign of problems, as she said, it just seemed that she was wondering if she should 
partake or not. 


“Don’t mind that. I can guarantee the taste.” 


As Shido said that, Rio took an Onigiri and handed it to Mayuri. 
“Here! Mama’s Onigiri is tasty.” 

“Uh...” 

Probably thanks to Rio, Mayuri winced a bit. 

“...Thank you. Then... well, thanks for the meal.” 


Slightly blushing as she took the Onigiri, Mayuri squinted as she was about to take a bite. But 
there she stopped. 


“It’s difficult for me to eat if you girls stare so much though.” 


Sweat ran down Mayuri’s cheek as she complained. Shido and the Spirits, however, had already 
made Mayuri the center of attention; everyone looked away with an awkward chuckle. 


Mayuri drew a breath, opened her mouth wide, and started eating the Onigiri. After chewing for 
a while, Mayuri’s eyes slightly widened. 


“Tt’s... really delicious.” 
“Right?” 


Seeing Mayuri’s reaction, Rio proudly raised her hand. Hearing her mama’s cooking that she was 
so proud of getting praised must have felt great. 


“Good for you, Rio!” 
“Un!” 


Shido’s words were responded to with Rio’s full smile. Rio seemed to be satisfied now as she 
was smiling as bright as the sun, causing Shido to unconsciously smile too. 


Rinne, on the other hand, heaved a sigh of relief. 

“Now... who’s next?” 

Shido said as he was looking over to Rinne, Mayuri and Maria. 

Maria swept up her lunchbox, stuffed its contents into her mouth, and raised her hand. 
“Yeeh. I will gohh...” 


“Could you finish eating before you start speaking, please?” 


As Rinne said that with contracted shoulders, Maria gobbled and coughed up the contents in her 
mouth before continuing. 


“To be honest, I also have a place I would like to go to. Can you please accompany me, Shido?” 
“Huh? Yeah, sure. Where to?” 
“That’s...” 
Maria grinned as she continued. 
SSS 
It has been around an hour since then. 
Shido and the others were now at the beach, with a blue ocean and white sand. 
“...The sea out of the blue?!” 


An unknowing shout thanks to a rather abrupt change of place. That sound echoed throughout 
the otherwise empty beach. 


Taking an early leave from the school, Shido and co. were transported by <Fraxinus> to a private 
beach, location unknown. The sunlight radiating was that of midsummer. 


While not feeling unnatural to Japan’s Seasonal Pattern, thinking too deep would only cause big 
trouble so it was stopped there. 


“With my Body <Fraxinus>, moving to a summertime sea is like a single jump.” 

But she heard a voice from behind her. 

“Well, alright...” 

Shido let out a breath as if agreeing with that statement. 

The reason was simple. There stood Maria in a white swimsuit, her long hair tied up. 
“Hey...” 

“Fufu... What’s the matter, Shido?” 

Maria smiles at Shido as if messing with him, making Shido blush, unaware of himself. 


No, it wasn’t just Maria. Marina’s black, Rio and Rinne’s pink, Mayuri’s monotone, and all the 
other Spirits in various colors and forms of swimsuits. 


Seeing Shido’s reaction, Maria declared her satisfaction. 


“Alright, I am satisfied. This might have been sudden, but my greatest objective has been 
completed.” 


“Huh?!” 

To Maria’s seemingly satisfied words, Shido raised his voice in complete confusion. 
“You said you wanted to come to the sea. Was your objective just to see it?” 

“No, it is not that.” 

Replying to Shido’s words, Maria took a step and looked into Shido’s face. 


“Indeed, I wanted to go to the sea, but it was meant as a grand stage for me to show off my 
swimsuit to Shido.” 


“Eh?” 

“T, too, would like to try making Shido’s heart skip a beat.” 

“Maria...” 

Maria slightly blushed, while Shido could feel his heart beating faster. 
And in the heat of the moment, a blast of water splashed onto their faces. 
“Puah... w-what the heck?” 

“l! What is this...?!” 


Visible to them are Marina and the Yamai sisters, carrying water cannons in firing stance. 
Presumably, those are the cause of the attack just now. 


“What are you two doing there, ignoring us with that atmosphere?” 
“Hahah! You two let your guard down!” 

“Escape. Hit-and-run strategy.” 

And with that, Marina and her team ran away. 

Looking each other in the face, Shido and Maria spoke up to each other. 


“Let’s go, Maria. It wouldn’t be fun to just let them do that without repaying them.” 


“Yes. Let us show them.” 
Nodding in agreement, they dashed off in pursuit of Marina and the Yamai sisters. 
QOD 


Chasing Marina and her team. Gathering shells with Rio and the others. Playing beach volleyball 
with Tohka and the girls. Dealing with Origami and the Spirits when they came asking to have 
Shido put sunscreen on them. Like that, everyone enjoyed themselves greatly with the seaside 
activities. 


And the sun, which was right above their heads, was now dipping behind the horizon. 


Shido, who was tired from the day of playing, sat down with everyone to watch the beautiful 
sunset. 


“That was... enjoyable.” 
“Umu! It was fun!” 
“Ehehe... it was a bit tiring though.” 


Tohka nodded, seemingly still filled with energy, and in response, Rinne showed a difficult 
smile. 


Shido rose up slightly while smiling, and looked towards Rinne and Mayuri. 

“Speaking of which, do you two have anything you want to do?” 

“Huh?” 

Hearing Shido’s question, Rinne’s eyes rounded, and she turned her face towards Mayuri. 
“T’m good. Mayuri-chan, do you have anything?” 

Tasa” 


Mayuri’s concern was clear on her face, but she started thinking. It only took a moment, 
however, for Mayuri’s face to light up. 


“Just... one thing I wanna try for a moment.” 
“Oh... what is it? Somewhere you wanna go? Maria can take you there easily.” 


“Yes, I am going to ask Maria for her help.” 


Maria confidently flexed up upon hearing that. 

But Mayuri shook her head and looked over at everyone’s face. 
“We can do it here. I just wanna try and chat a bit with everyone.” 
“Mayuri...” 

Shido nodded after a bit of thought. 


Mayuri is an arbitrator: a Spirit born from everyone’s Spirit Power to judge whether Shido is 
someone worthy of gathering and holding Spirit Powers. 


But even then, for Tohka and the others whose Spirit Powers were sealed, she is also an 
unobserved existence of contradiction. 


It was extremely natural for her to yearn for sympathy in this time where she was able to coexist 
with everyone through the power of <Eden>. 


“Well, it’s fine. I’m sure everyone wants to talk to you too.” 

“Umu!” 

“Yes...” 

As if agreeing with Shido’s words, the Spirits all nodded and confirmed it. 
“<... I see.” 

Mayuri faced everyone and opened her lips while blushing slightly. 


“Question. Please evaluate Shido on these fields on a scale of one to ten: personality, behavior, 
abilities. Also, please tell me in detail what concerns you may have or what upsets you when you 
are with him. Oh, and how does Shido abuse your Angel’s abilities when they are in his hands?” 


“Oi, what the heck?” 

A barrage fell upon Mayuri, who suddenly became talkative, and she expressed her surprise. 
“Hm?” 

> 


“What? Oh, please! Is this what you meant by wanting to talk with the others? 


Shido screamed, but Mayuri only scratched her cheek in response. 


“T never got a chance to directly ask the Spirits about Shido’s evaluation, and that’s my system, 
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SO... 
“Workaholic!” 


Shido shouted out, holding his head in distress at Mayuri’s words. To think she’d really be 
faithful to her duty even at a time like this. 


<Kerubiel> then showed itself, looking at Shido. 

Mayuri then slightly blush up and looked away. 

“Just kidding. But the idea—that I want to talk to everyone about Shido—is real.” 
“Hah?” 

Shido’s eyes rounded up in surprise. 


“Personality 10, behavior 10, abilities 10. The thing that upset me: No matter how much I try to 
seduce him, he won’t lay a hand on me.” 


“Ways he could abuse <Haniel> (Witch of Forgery)... there’s just so much I could imagine.” 
“Heh... I wanted to talk to you in detail about that.” 


As the Spirits started talking, Mayuri showed deep interest in the topic. <Kerubiel>, who was 
floating under the orange sky, opened his eyes and gazed at Shido once more. 


“Mayuri?! This really is a joke, right?!” 
Shido shook Mayuri’s shoulder and screamed. 
DO? 
The sun finished setting, and the curtain of nightfall descended onto the shoreline. 


Wearing hoodies over their swimsuits, Shido and the others took advantage of their chance to 
come to the sea and started lighting fireworks. 


Maria, from the moment she decided to come to the sea, had already prepared fireworks. 
Countless amounts of fireworks, handheld or skyfire, big or small, have been lined up in an 
amount that wouldn’t be used up in one night. 


“Kaka! Behold, for I hold the Impact Blade of Flame!” 


“Fight. I will not lose. The Forbidden Thirteenth Duet.” 


“Hey Yuzuru! You can’t hold that in your hand! !” 


The Yamai Sisters each held pieces of fireworks in both of their hands, running around and 
chasing each other. 


Nearby, Yoshino, Natsumi, Rio and the others were enjoying handheld fireworks in a squatting 
position. 


“This is... beautiful...” 


“Yes. Just vulgarity is not fireworks. Understanding this fragility is the mark of an adult 
woman.” 


“Rio too! Rio too!” 
“Right, right... Be careful, alright...?” 


Urged by Rio, Maria lit her handheld fireworks. Soon after, both Marina and Rio’s fireworks 
started sparking. 


But they only lasted for so long. 
“Oh, come on!” 


Marina shouted and glared at her fireworks. Seeing that, Maria amusedly giggled for the first 
time in a while. 


And in that moment. 
“Huh...?” 


Shido ticked, noticing Rinne sitting slightly further away. Holding no fireworks and slightly 
smiling, she was just watching everyone’s joyful expressions. 


“Rinne...” 

“Ah... Shido.” 

As Shido walked up beside her, Rinne raised her head. 
“Can I sit here?” 

“Yeah, what’s up?” 


Sitting down beside Rinne, Shido adopted a difficult smile. 


“Right back at you. Why sit alone? Why not enjoy the fireworks?” 


“Heheh... everyone seems to be enjoying themselves...” 


“Yeah...” 


Shido drew a breath, agreeing with Rinne’s words. Indeed, just looking at the Spirits wasn’t 
boring. 


“Speaking of which, Rinne. Aren’t there things you would like to do, or places you want to go? 
It’s only you left now, do you not have a wish?” 


“Eh? Uh...” 

Rinne raised her eyebrows and scratched her cheek, considering what Shido had said. 

That’s right. Enjoying the fireworks now was everyone’s wish, not what Rinne had proposed. 
“Tm... fine.” 

“Is this really fine? You can’t have no wish, can you? Is it really that difficult to decide?” 
Rinne answered with a difficult smile. 

“My wish... has already been granted.” 

“Huh?” 

While Shido was tilting his head, Rinne loosened her lips. 


“Keep smiling, Shido. I only wished for that.” 


“That’s...” 

As Shido was about to reply, he stopped himself. 

He then took a relaxed breath and made a sour face. 

“That wish is rather difficult. My smile isn’t that light.” 

“Eh... huh?” 

Rinne showed a surprised expression at Shido’s response, but he continued on: 


“But I’m weak to your smile, Rinne. When I see you smile, I can’t help but smile too.” 


ce 1? 


Rinne opened her eyes wide, put both of her hands on her blushing cheeks, and voiced her 
wholesome feelings aloud. 


“Huh?! Wha... what happened, Rinne?” 

Rinne’s reactions were unexpected, and that troubled Shido. 

And, while keeping her face hidden, Rinne whispered lightly. 

“T love you... I love you so much.” 

At that moment, a large firework went off, muffling Rinne’s small voice. 
“Uh... Rinne, what did you...?” 

As Rinne raised her face, she took a look at Shido’s face and smiled, amused. 


For some reason, Shido couldn’t push any further upon seeing that face, and seemingly because 
of it, he smiled once again. 


And as if lighting up their faces, another large firework went off. 
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